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ROSABELLA. 



CHAPTER I. 

The compamon of Rosabella proved all 
that the judgment of Lord Flowerdew had 
predicted, — respectful, attentiye, and ta- 
citurn^-^and, tbrough gratitude for quali» 
fications so conducive to the comfort of 
her journey, she could not utter a nega* 
tive to his petition, for deviating a little 
from the public road to deliver some 
papers of consequeace, which he had ia 
Charge for a friend. 

But although our almost heart-brokea 
fugitive believed all roads must prove 
equal in discomfort to her, in which her 
flight from earthly happiness was to be 
performed, she soon experieaced that a 
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2 ROSABELLA. 

change for the worse could be perceptible 

even to her j since by this deviation they 

were thrpwn, iixto. a line, of obscure inns, 

which aflfefdöd^'VöFy inferior means to fa- 

cilitate their progress; and their horses 

and chaises becoming from bad to worse, 

they at length, in the last stage Rosa was 

to travel, obtained a carriage so shattered, 

that in less tban an houi^ after they had 

entered it the band of a wheel flew ofF, 

and there being na habitatiew neaf to pro- 

eure aid from, they w^te döoöted to per- 

form the rentainder öf otir heröine's jour- 

ney in a cotnplete anaifs creep ; their 

postilion assuring them, ** they might as 

well perform it inatJ^ance, as t© retrace Übe 

road they had come ; since his master had 

HO other chaise, and was so slow in all his^ 

tmdtertakirig«r, thät it might probaWy be 

midnight ere he would have the wheet re- 

paired, which by srlowly and cautieusly 

proceeding woitM take ihem safely to 

Kack Friar Moät, as the road was excel- 

fent, and but ont hrll to encounter of any 

consequence. ^ 
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At a pace tkerefore that ditninishedtheir 
patience more rapidly than the length of 
their jovmeyy t&ey stole onwards, until 
arrwing ut tbe hilt tfaey had been apprised 
o^ they agneed to improve tfaeir chance ef 
leaching their pliaees of destinatkm, hf 
B,scending on ßoot the long aad fermidable 
acdivity. Aaecordiogly Rosa and her 
sturdy companioi} commeneed their pedes» 
triaa undertaking through a tbick and lofty 
WQod, which almost presented the gloomy 
aspect o£ a forest, the road meandering so 
incessantly, each new wiadingso complete- 
ly shutting out the last, and eoncealing 
them in impenetrable shade, that, Struck 
by shuddering apprehension, at the lone 
appearance of the impervious defile, they 
could not restrain their mutual gratu* 
lations upon its being at too great a dis- 
tance from the metropolis to be a probable 
haunt for banditti. 

" Not/' continued the farmer/^* that I 
should mind much if it was; for, although 
nigh-hand closing my account of seventy 
harvests, by Goles, I would have a tilt with 
the stoutest collector that could attack me, 

B 2 
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miss, — though I defy thetn to enrich them« 
selves much by me, having but a one 
pound.note, and ä few coppers about me ; 
but, never having been robbed» tis too late 
to begin now. No, no, 1*11 not let my 
bone go with a dog that has lio right to it ^ 
for right is right : and if I give I give/* 

At this moment) entering upon a nevr 
curve in the road, they perceived a man in 
a recumbent posture, amid the trees, close 
to the path they were treading, apparently 
in profound repose, and with an oaken 
9taff and a sort of cloak-bag lying on a 
bank beside him. 

Through the intuitive inspirations of fear, 
Rosa cast a wistful glance upon him as 
they passed ; and upon perceiving the 
meagre and cadaverous aspect of his coun- 
tenance, she would have pronounced him 
a victim to famine, had not the respecta*- 
bility of his clothing chased this belief* 
Hence to sickness she ascribed the appear- 
ance, which had awakened her commisera- 
tion, and was leading her to give utter« 
ance to her pify, by a consultation with 
her companion, '^ whether they ought» in 
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common humanity, to pass on without as- 
certaining if they could be useful ?*' when 
the man suddenly started up, and snatch- 
ing his stick and välise^ rapidly proceeded 
in the same direction our travellers were 
taldng} and although his pace was un- 
steady and unequal, he quickly distanced 
them, and soon, by a new turn in the road, 
was hid completely from their view. 

** I should not wonder/* cried the far- 
mer, '^ if that was some crazy mortal, 
broke loose fröm confinement; — for, be- 
side his queer unsteady gait, the look he 
cast upon us as he passed was for all the 
World like them* there sha;rp and sly ones^ 
which mad folks have with them." 
. " Indeed," said the shuddering Rosa, 
^* I shoüld fear ybur opinion was correct, 
only his French cap, and the style of his 
whole dress, so much resemble the cos«- 
turne of many foreigners I have lately seen 
in London, that I am rather led to imagine 
him to be some half-famished countr3^inan 
of ours, just liberated from a French prison, 
who is making an ilUprovided march home 
to his friends ; and, if so, I wish we could 
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bave contrived — without ofFending tbe 
poor man — to have given him some pecu- 
niary aid.** 

^^ But, if he wanted aid^ laiss, why did 
he not beg ? I wauld have given him a 
handful of coppers, ^d welcome/' 

'^ He lookfi rather too respectable .to 
belong to the mendicant race," said Kosa» 
as they wound into a new meander of tbeir 
path, where, in dir^pt impediment to their 
pFogress «tood t)>e< aubject of their ^onver- 
sadon, who, as he reared his staff vith a 
mienacing flourish, firmly pronounced— 

"Stand." . 

" Never do yow fear, hut I vnü,** ex- 
claimed the fitrmer uodauntedly» " I'Jl 
stand longer than you now, for a wager. 
But, what must I stand for, master ? To 
heip you to the contents of my pocket, 
hey r' 

" Deliver," vociferated the footpad. 

•* I will,'* replied the farroer, ** myself 
and my companion from your clutches, by 
preseiiting you with the contente of this ;" 
and drawiog a pistol from his boot, he le* 
yeiled it at the robber^s heart. 
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<< Oh, for mercy ! tal^ not the life of a 
fellow creature, to aa^e a few 9hFtUing«p" 
RosafoeUia exclaimed, caitehing ai ihe pis- 
tol> aad turQtng die poua^ from ita «aci'» 
guinary aim, through tbe fi|)Q»tafQeoiii im«- 
pulse of pity» and »tive to no recoU^otioa 
of possible con^eKiueQiee»« 

** It is not to «äverny dhillin^, biit my 
charter/' repUed the fjuritier. '< I i^ever 
was robbedj aod k iatoc^ late in tbe day 
to begin bad customs now. But aa poat 
miss has such a .chik4:en heait, TU give 
you yosur Ufe, ßvA \fk Mn^ful Of hslfpeaOe 
to boot ; set in caa^ tk^ plue of yows teils 
truth^ and tbat ii0c6^it^ dii^e yon to tbis 
unlawfui demand for mömy»'* 

** Yea»*' cried the iis#4, *' wob aecea« 
sity as t^ calb i^ im^^erimyts bnQgQr« and 
an exhauated pause» wät dtive osi to des«- 
paraiion. Ob my w^y fjx>nj-^no matter 
whence; andto — no »atttr i^rhere, — I was 
taken ilU and being amongst strangers, 
was compelled to part with every thing 
bat th^ clotbing X tiow stwd in, to re- 
noLunerate for mediciofe» care,. and sub- 
sisteQGe; and ^0 qui£? j^ual to tbe 
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measure, I recommenced my jourtiey 
with only a few pence in my pocket. 
They are expended ; and necessity and 
opportunity impelled nie to an attempt 
I was unprepared for ; and, only the 
young lady's humanity interpdsed, my 
life had now most probably paid for my 
offence. And now, madam, give further 
proof of your being pity*s vötäry, arid 
yield me means to pte^eirVe ttiat lifo yoH 
have saved." v«-^- 

" Rosabella, like her travelling cbmpa- 
ision,^ bad bat a small sum about her, 
the Chief of her little störe being in her 
writing de^k in tl^ chaise $ höwever that 
little she ihst^ntly' pre«ented to him; 
although with eher pity was awakened a 
painful Sensation of alarm, since the 
countenance of this man betrayed a dar- 
ing ferocity, which ' not even • sickness 
and hunger had found power to subdue y 
whilst his accents, composed of-various 
tones, led from the certainty of what 
nation he belonged to, and created a 
belief of his having been an adventuring 
Wanderer over the . habitable world ; and 
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too probably, not in the path bf inte* 

grity. 

" Well," cried the good farmer» ** since 
the calls of poverty led you to your in- 
tended act of dishonesty, I forgive you ; 
and, instead of halfpence, there's a pound 
note to pay for the frigbt I put you in : 
— for I made you tremble, my gentleman ! 
— ^but mind, you did not rob me of it; 
nor by putting me in bodily fear, com- 
pel my delivering it to you :— mind it is a 
free giflt, and that you always say and 
consider it such." 

** Sir,", replied the man, with a halt 
suppressed irönical smile, as he received 
the note, with a profound bow, and 
gracefuUy placing his band upon his 
heart, ins attestation of his gratitude, 
" sir, you may rely upon it I shall be 
füll as anxious as even you can be, to 
make it clear in evidence, that this be-* 
came mine by gift, and not through roh- 
bery." 

" Very well/' cried the farmer, " and 
mind now, you don't make the best of 
your way to the nearest town, and pur- 

B S 



xAiase a weapon to poi»t at me as I pro- 
ceed on my journey for ** 

« For, «ore tmlikeiy things have come 
to pass in this world of ingratitude :^ 
replied Ae ßtranger impatiently Interrupt, 
ing him : '^ howerer, fear not me. You 
carry your protection irith you :— and may 
ikat pr&tectien ever be the protected of 
Heaven!" and bowing profoimdly and 
even gracefuUy to Rosa, he ran a few 
fiteps forward, and then Converting bis 
läte menacitig weapon into a leaping pole, 
soon vanished from their view, in the 
windings of the way^ 

" PH be boimd to be bumt, miss," 
exclaiöied the farmer exultingly, *• if he 
is not as mad as a March hare, after aU ! 
— So, I am glad I did not shoot him; 
and I may thank you, miss, for being able 
to walk about in the dark, as usual, with- 
out fear o£ ghostes and goWins/* 

** From eveiy appearance,** said Rosa, 
'* I fear he is a formidable personage to 
be at larg^- but, for your own sake, 
I rejoice you did «ot obey ywir finrt 
impulse.** 



'^ He is a monstrous fine looking man 
too," replied the £irmer, *^ aldiough he 
has a look wtth him Üiat seetQB to say, 
when tike fit^ieas on him, he would miixid 
HO more phrnging a dagger uito ooe's 
heart, t^n I ahodid sticking a pig ; xkht 
of sfaaving heads offf no more than I 
sfaould using a sickle:«— and I think too 
he is a bit of an impostor to faoot ; for 
kad he been so main bad lately, he 
ne'er <x>uld havse hopped it off thua 
nearfly/' 

** Certaiuiy/^ returned Rosa, *^ we 
may pronounce our gifts have not foe^ 
besftowed npon a very praposeessing ob* 
ject :^-4iiit chairUy t^ soon reconeile ua 
to it, through the , convietfon bis aspect 
guaranteed of his being starving«'' 

Having now arrived at the smnmit ot 
thts lo»g hin, our traveUers were agreeably 
surprised — ^particularly our heroine, whose 
heart bad fluttered painfiiUy with alarm, 
from the momest she had first beheld 
the formidable personage they had just 
parted from— by <ihe appearance of a 
small public house, where they hoped to 
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obtain some sort of assistance in the re- 
pair of their wheel} and their hope was 
not altogether disappointed, since a few 
stout nails were procured, to replace the 
bandi just sufficiently to permit their 
jogging on with more security; and pre- 
sented to our .hpnest Farmer a mare 
certain prospect of getting forward to 
the place where he purposed stopping 
for the night But this .delay in prögress 
allowed not of Jlosabella's reaching the 
spot of her an^ious destination until about 
five o*clock in the evening, when the 
chaise entering an extensive, but gloomi- 
ly wooded park, at length wound its way 
to find buried in a deep änd sombre . dell 
an immense pile of gothic architecture, 
surrounded by a moat, of depth and 
breadth sufficient to exclude all apprehen- 
sion of exterior foes, except by martial 
assailants. 

As the promptitude with which our 
heroine had been compelled to execute 
her flight, admitted not of anticipation by 
post of her arrival, she was herseif the 
bearer of Lord Flowerdew's letter to an». 



ROSABELIiA. iS 

nouhce it ; which she sent in bh the ap* 
pearance 6f the porter upon the dratv- 
bridge^fto answer the deep-toned summons 
of the bell, which performed a loud toll 
of conventual solemnity. 

For about twenty minutes poor Rosa- 

bella had to wait, in the trembling anxiety 

of incertitude, — since nöw the apprehen- 

sion assailed her, that she migbt not be 

received :— but at length the porter re- 

appeared to throw open all the fortified 

passes, to admit the carriage of our agitat- 

ed fugitive into a large quadrängle, in 

which conventual and military appearances 

were strangely mingled ; since upon every 

rudely-sculptured emblem of chivalry was 

placed some pious saint of almost shape- 

less formation ; and over every turret and 

archway of this ancient abbey was intre- 

pidly mounted on a cannon or war horse, 

— to prove, beyond all doubt, their being 

of the legions of church-militant heroes — 

a Black Friar; devoutly numbering the 

beads of his rosary. 

Arrived at length at the grand entrance 
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door of this magnificent structure, ^ieh 
l>y turns had given to the echoes of its 
immensity the clang of warfare, mirth 
of vassalsy and the chaunts of penitent 
friars, Rosabellä befaeld Lady Agatha 
f itzmaurice's venerable chaplain and con- 
fessor, waiting to receive her, and con- 
duct her to his patroness ; and his 
aopect» so prepossessing in accordance 
with his garb, proclaiming him in se- 
rious dignityi yet mild benevolence, a 
Christian pastor ; the heart of Roaa 
feit instant relief, and mentally she 



^' O, how unlike Mr. Stemham ! Sure* 
Jy I have nothing to fear from him 
of persecution for my religious princi- 
ples/' 

This spontaneously formed belief of 
Aosabdybi's was just* The abb6 Nugent 
was too liberal in his theological opinioas 
— since, an enthusiastic admirer of tba 
great Fenelon, he had endeavoured to 
form himself after his mould, — to infcer« 
fiere with the pious puiposes of any in- 



4fividua]. The impious only ever faund 
Mm intolerant; and the impenitent alone 
iiad cause to dread his censure. 

He i^as a native of Ireland, who had 
received bis education in Paris, during 
the reign of Louis the Sixteenth, where 
he entered into boly Orders, obtained 
ÜkSit promotion in the church his merits 
<:alLed for» and was loved and respected 
by all good men : but upon the dire re- 
gicide that stamped its borrors upcm a 
wild career of sanguinary cruelties, the 
well-^known attachment of the abb^ to 
the martyred monarch and his saintiy 
sister rendered bis flight from Paris ne- 
cessary for the preservation of his own 
life ; and afto: encountering a diversity 
of fortunes in various climes, he gladly 
accepted the Station he now held in 
the family of Lady Agatha» wbich he 
Med with the conscientious observanoe 
oi a zeSlot in the care of bis flock; bat 
it was with the mild and merciful for« 
bearaEOce of the precepts and example 
bequeathed by the great Master. 

Xady Agadia Fitssmauiice was also a 
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native of the Emerald Isle, only daugt- 
ter tcr the ninth earl of Clanmartyr, a 
bigoted CathoHc, who had sent her, for 
the first impressions to be made upon 
her young mind, to a convent of the 
most austere order at Madrid, where 
ignorance and superstition usurped the 
place of every species of useful grim- 
portant knowledge ; and from this con- 
vent— in füll belief of bis child's mental 
treasures having sufficiently accumulated, 
—bis lordsbip took her from place to 
place upon the continent, making pauses 
of requisite length in every spot cele- 
brated for any particular art or science 
in the circle of accomplishments, — for, 
as bis Agatha was exquisitely beautiful, 
he had determined upon presenting her 
to the admiring world as also tbc most 
accomplished woman of the age. As 
neither money, application, nor, above 
all, capacity/ wcre dealt by a " sparing 
band, and that the choice was judiciously 
made of the- professors in each brauch, 
the ambition of Lord Clanmartyr relative 
to bis daughter's acquiiements was fully 
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•gratified : her skill in music defied criti- 
cism } her vocal excellence enchanted 
eveiy ear; her preeminence in paint- 
ing and drawing obtained for her many 
honorary trophies ; her fluency in modern 
languages even natives could scarcely 
surpass; whilst when she moved in the 
minuet's graceful exhibition, or in ani- 
mated measure joined the merry dance^ 
spectators compressed their circles, in 
eager gaze to be entranced -with ad« 
miration : — but alas ! the mind of this 
idol of universal hboiage was a lament- 
able blank. 

At the period when the beautifuland ao 
complished Agatha wab pTesented at tfae 
Irish court by her exulting father, a Catho- 
lic gentleman, recently emancipated by 
maturity from the guidaik^e of his gaar- 
dians, returned also from the Continent, 
where he too had been in search of re- 
fining influence. Captivated by Lady Aga^ 
tha, he sued for her love, and won her un- 
alienable affection; and being of high 
family» although untitled, and possessing 
a large unencurabered landed property. 
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J^öth in England and Ireland, l4)td ClaH« 
xnartyr smiled bis approbati^n upon tbeir 
oioion. 

But iK> sooner had Lady Agatha become 
a wifet than the shaft of death dqprived her 
t^ her idolizing father ; and scarcely had 
her mouroing garb for hitn begun through 
4ise to lose its horrors., when her ruthless 
destiny compelled her to assume a habit 
of still more torturing grief^ for she was 
4e(§paUed of her devoted lover, in her 
adoring huflfaand. 

And now was Lady Agatha bereaved 
indeed. Her affections were strong, she 
^d jbved accordingly ; aU who had form- 
ed her worid of happiness were wrested 
from her; änd in her own desert niind 
there was no germe to blossom into conso- 
lation i for what, in the moment of aflBic- 
. tion, availed Superlative acconiplishments ? 
Grief resembles not the tarantulas bite» 
to find its eure in music and dancing. 
Eyes overflowing with the torrents of 
sorrow's bitter tears possessed no power 
to guide the pencil through the regions 
of Creative &ncy, or to copy the modeis 
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that Italy had presented to her: and 
whüst her bosom was the seat of an* 
gui!^, she could give ntterance to no 
language but that of lamentation. 

Thus, without one friendly resource 
within the energies of her own mind, 
her ladyship threw herseif headlong 
into the dark abyss of despair; when, 
to secure herseif from the dreaded 
torments of society, she fled from 
every connexion in Ireland to Black 
Friars Moat — which with the chief part 
of his property her husband had bequeath« 
ed to her, — and where she enclosed her- 
seif with a great aunt, long the recluse 
of an austere convent abroad; and a 
chaplain and confessor of the most gloomy 
Order. 

The uncultivated waste of Lady Aga- 
tha's ductile mind proved a soil most 
genial for implanting the theories and 
precepts of Father O'Blaze, and his in- 
defatigable coadjutor Lady Theresa, whose 
religious paths were choked up and dis- 
figured by all the wild briers and destruc- 
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tive weeds, that the germes of superfttition, 
bigotry, and ignorance ever put forth^ 
to impede the progress of mild and nier* 
ciful Christianity« 
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CHAPTER IL 

FoR more than thirty yeard had her lady* 
ship resided in this seclusioo, declining 
all social intercourse with the world, and 
from the death of Lady Tberesa, and ancK 
ther severe domestic infliction, becoming 
hourly more bigoted and more gloomy, 
when fortunately for herseif and those 
around her, the mistaken holder of her 
conscience, who guarded the passes of her 
heart from every approach of human kind- 
nessy was summoned to his awful account 
of ^rrors ; and his place was supplied by a 
widely different pastor, whose precepts, 
with almost miraculous promptitude, fiUed 
her bosom with treasures she had before 
been poor in ; but which now accumulat*- 
ed with auspicious promise of procuring 
for her a fair inheritance in a better 
World. 
But not even the depth of the moat^ 
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nor the strength of the surrounding forti- 
fication, could exclude the voice of calum- 
ny, for it sounded with insinuations against 
the devoteeof Black FriarsAbbeyj nor could 
the hallowed function or rigid morals of 
even the aAistere Father O'Blaee shield 
him . fcom the accusiBg sound, on being 
enclosed in tete d tete with hia patroness 
in this Sequestration, aflser the death of 
Lady Theresa» aod their expulsion of a; 
lovely blossom, whtch had arrived at per« 
fection even ia their steril soil and un- 
genial region. No aooner . did these 
tones of sHspicion> readi the ear of Ladjr 
Agatha, tksLa her infaerent purity, in wild 
sioxm, impelled her sending into the world 
fbr a respectaUe jfemale t» reside with her, 
as guardian of her fame : but tliis com^ 
panion, after a restdence of more than 
twenty years at Black Friars, discovered 
the moat was ungenial tohealth; aaid^ a 
few wjeeks prior to Bosa's introdoction 
to Lady Agatha,, at one moment's notice 
decampedy as it shortly appeared, to be- 
st33W her withering band upon a young 
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rustie, who had lately armed from her 
ladyship's estate in Ireknd as an under 
bailiff. 

: Upon this Miexpeeted derelictioa of 
Miss ImofP, Lady Agatha in aganies of 
alarm &r her once* more menaced repu- 
tation, DOW again left to a tete d tete witfa 
her conftssor, wrote immediately to Liord 
Fk>werdew-^who beiog nearly related to 
Mn FitSBxaiurice, and whom^ when he went 
the noithern ciccait, she had sometinm 
Seen — " to send her, without delay» a 
eompanion to guard her 'fair &me from 
slfiOider,, — who- could bra^e solitude and 
the humidity of a nu)at,-<»her religious 
persuasion a matter of miooc consequenoe;: 
£oT all the Abb^ Nugent had laught her 
to require upon that head waa, .its un* 
faltering exiatence in the true orthodoxy 
of whatevec faitfa it was conceived in:^' — » 
but ä»e sedxision of the moated abbey,. 
and tfte austevity of Latfy Agatha*s cha- 
ractep m the woild, had prevented the 
posübility of bis lordship's esiecntiog this 
comoiission^ until the self-deToted Rosa 
most tbaäkiully accepted it. 
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On beholding cur dgitated heroine alight 
from the chaise, the aU)^ started in sur« 
prise, and as he courteously welcomed and 
led her to the presenoe of bis patroness^ 
he Said---* 

" The letter of Lord Howerdew an- 

nounced the lady who was to xnake a 

j)leasing addition to our inmates, as young : 

-^but, I confess I did not expect to see 

her so very much so.»— I trust our sedusion 

may' not prove too ungenial to yoür season 

of lif^^ to make you happy here." ' 

: " The influenae of customris proverbiaU 

ly established," replied the trembling Rosaj 

** in solitude I have been chiefly reared» 

and therefore, existence» without other 

Society than that of inmates, has been 

habitual to me/' 

They now had reached the apartment, 

where our heroine was presented by the 

Abb6 to Lady Agatha Fitzmaurice, in 

whose appearance little could be traced 

of the loveliness of her youth, although 

still the fine features of exquisite beauty 

remained; but aU the alluring charms of 

feminine sweetness were obfiterated by the 
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lower of despondency, gloom, and bigotry, 
her brow for inany a year had worn ; and, 
although that lower had been happily re* 
moved by the mild influence of the Abb6 
Nugent's theology and Christian resig* 
nation, a character of formality, not con- 
ciliating nor altogether forbidding, had 
assumed its place; nor was her garb calcu« 
lated to convey a cheering effect, since 
that was the close black envelopment of a 
conventual habit. 

Lady Agatha also started on beholding 
Rosa, but her countenance betrayed emo- 
tions the Abbe*s had not ; for her face 
blanched to a paler hue, and tears started 
to her eyes ; and as sheextended the band 
of urbanity's welcome, she falteringly 
Said — 

'* Oh ! how could Lord Flowerdew send 
a being like you to me? — Surely, surely, 
he must suppose a creature so young, so 
lovely, once more beneath my roof, must 
tear open wounds that time can never 
heal. — But, sit you down, Miss Frederick. 
Do not trerable, do not look dismayed, 
for I shall exert my energies to stifle 

YOL. V. c 
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tlie agonizttig impression that yonth and 
beauty must ever make ufon me; and 
perlmjDS» in ttme, I may become reconciled 
even to what now distresses me. -— *Yoii 
cannot bäve dined. — This has been a 
meagr^e day with us, and as we keep primi- 
tive hours, we are almost thinking of our 
tea ; but you shall have animal food.'* 

** I tooj madana»'^ the highly distressed 
and agitated Rosabella replied, ^^ I too^ 
kept primitive hours to-day. I dined at 
oue o'clock, therefore tea to me, Lady 
Agatha, will prove the most pleasii^ re- 
freshment/' 

Whilst Rosa spoke^ Lady Agatha gazed 
and listened attentively, tlien turning to 
the Abbe, said — 

** I think, ray reverend friend, I shall 
become more rapidly reconciled to having 
Miss Frederick with me, than I could 
on the first view of her have in possibility 
expected; for, holy Sir, she assimilates 
with my fancy I know not how, as if 
she were some former friend restored to 
me ; as if her form and manner had been 
lamiliar to rae, by having known her in» 
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iimately before I left the world. — Yet, 
from her age tbat is an impossibility ; and 
I perceive in her no resemblance to any 
one, whom I have immediate recollection 
of ; — and yet there is some combinatioii of 
expression of countenance or manner, tbat 
powerfiilly excites my interest." 

This combination Lady Agatha might 
have supposed as emanating from recollec- 
tion of Rosa's motber, bad not Lord 
Howerdew's letter presented an interdict, 
in the impossibility of her having ever 
been acquainted with a sister of frailty ; 
fbr bis lordship announced our heroine 
as the illegitimate offspring of an Irish 
noble, in whose family being reared, an 
unfortunate and forbidden attachment had 
«prung up unconsciously ; and upon tlie 
appalh'ng affinity having been disclosed to 
her, she had beroically deterrained to fly 
from the possibility of her too tenderly 
loved brother ever beholding her more. 

Lord Flo werde w had candidly given 
this Statement, which he believed x^orrect ; 
both from his predilection for ingenuous- 
ness, and through his wish to account for 

c 2 
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the depression of Rosabella's spirits, in 
a manner that would secure her, through 
the delicacy of Lady Agatha, from ques- 
tions which might distress her. 

As Rosa had been compelled by ne- 
cessity, to barter her companionable facul- 
ties for maintenance and salary, she no 
longer considered them at her own disposal 
— ^whilst in the presence, at least, of her whö 
paid for them — she therefore feit it as 
an incumbent duty to close the floodgates 
of her sorrows, and confine the contempla- 
tion of her griefs within her heart, until 
her release from this dedication of her 
powers to please took place each night, 
and liberty was afforded her to grieve un- 
controlled until morning. Arduous as 
was this difficult task of repressing the 
rising tears and sighs of anguish, to illu- 
mine the countenance of mental wretched- 
ness with a smile, — and steady the voice 
that poignant grief had brcken ; — to at- 
tune the tongue to themes most foreign to 
the surcharged bosom of oppressive care ; 
and yield the listening ear to tales, that 
perhaps Struck ^^rith barbed arrows tö 



ROSABELLA. 29 

the heart of the dependent, whose mind 
was in requisition for subsistence; Rosa- 
bella performed it so satisfactorily to Lady 
Agatha and the Abb6 Nugent, that when, 
after their light supper — although for her 
something more than fruits and salad was 
added to their meagre day repast — 
and under the convoy of the house- 
keeper's daughter she retired for the night, 
Lady Agatha, in the moment succeeding 
her departure, eagerly exclaimed— 

** We seem, most hoiy father, in a 
fair way of Unding ourselves under in- 
calculable obligations to my late sub- 
baihff.'^ 

*• Mr. Younghusband has indeed bene- 
fited US highly/' the Abbe replied ; " we 
have now obtained a companion." 

Winifred, a neat pretty looking girl, öf 
about sixteen, led the way for Rosa towards 
her Chamber, carry ing the light with tole- 
rable steadiness, through the hall approxi- 
mate to the room our heroine had quitted : 
but this steadiness was perceptibly im- 
paired upon entering a long corridor of 
cathedral aspect; for here poor Winny 
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beheld the flame of thc candle becoming 
gradually blue, and as she commenced the 
ascent of a Spiral staircasc, sombre as 
black oak and thc conventual memento 
of carved death's heads &c. could make 
iU she proclaimed to her companion^ 
^ that the flame was grown as blue ae her: 
apronj*' when in all tha sympathetic Bkiver* 
ittgs crf" conseqüent dismaj, VfinnyjeAcA 
and quivered, and 8t. Vitused her vay up 
stairsj evar aiid anon pausing ta catd;. 
a^^ repleniih of breath frotn the dutches of 
tbe ftrtting goblins, wbo were rirthlessly 
exhausting t%\ and to look wist&illy be** 
Tiind her, to ascertain that the footstÄpt 
she heard lightly foUowing her were those 
of corporeal substance, and not of the 
fleshless phantoms, she doubted not, wer« 
fihe alone, she should behold in every ghast- 
ly form. 

At length, after a painfully alarmed 
ascent of this staircase, upon entering an 
immense gallery,in which oratories, shrines, 
and emblems of deatK were with awe* 
inspiring gloom arranged, Winny, uttering 
a Piercing shriek, exclaimed— 
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'^ CHi^^MÜBs, Miss! did you not see that 
Jigbt Üit across u» ?'* 

** Yefi> certainiy ," aaits wered Rosa ; ** and 
^en tro pass tiie next window, we mßj 
pfobaHy see it again» It was a moon 

'^ Ak ! 8Q it was, I declare ; btU, thanks 
w.tQ Heaveal we shaU soonbe at jxmt 
•liaiDber— unles» these cuwed spirits hs^ 
*™w wh-^^^iid yiMi neYBF ean te astraj 
*<Äit yoMt.xigbt ehambe», Miis^ *w there 
* ta be setn age plai» aa. yoa» face in 
the floof beßwe it m imriBiWe tiapdqor^ 
^*«t »opp» once a nenkh at the füll 
of the inooÄ,~\^hen evety mortal ki tht 
«blicy iß borittd by the power of tbe evil 
spiri*s in profound s}eep, »me snoring 
TO load under tbe charm, as to draw up 
tfce water of the moat many feet above its 
w^ei— .ajid out of the trapdoor comea 
Ä sigbt^Oh! may Heaven preserve ua 

ttwi itl---which. no mortal ever yet has 
Seen.'' 

"Art if no tnortal haß ever beheld it/* 
fem^üded Kosa, «< how comes the appear- 
mice oftbk »i^h-^ to be known ? 
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^* Oh ! Miss, it was seen once» but not 
by mortal eyes, but by a warning in a 
Vision to some wicked monk, whom the 
spirits slew in your Chamber. But, Misi, 
although you do not seem so frightful 
as I am, you had much better ask mother 
to prepare another Chamber for you, not 
near the old monk's haunted cells } for, 
to teil you the truth, you came by such 
surprise like upon us, there was no time to 
get another aired : — which this was — 
worse luck for you! — by a priest who 
slept in it for two nights last week/' 

In a few moments more tbey reached 
the Chamber destined for our heroine» 
whichi independent of its gloom, was per« 
fectiy commodious ; but, to increase the 
impressions of superstitious alarm, Winny 
seemed anxious to convey to the bleeding 
bosom of Rosabella, that simple appre» 
hensive girl, aflber civilly inquiring if her 
bed was arranged to her mind, announced 
that room as uncommonly pleasant in day- 
time, having a beautiful view from the 
Windows. 

" Though," she continued, ** out of 
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that particular window J would not have 
you over fond of looking; — for it was 
through^ that, the lady, many hundred 
years ago, before the hard frost or the 
flood, saw a spirit rise three times up out 
of the moat, which is fifty feet below 
the window, and stand firmly before the 
casement on the air, each time singing 
a prophecy of the death of the lady's 
husband, whose head, all Woody, the spirit 
bore in its band -, and sure enough, the 
very next day arrives ap express to call 
the poor lady up to London, where her 
husband was taken to the Tower, to have 
bis head severated from bis body for high 
treasons, as the spirit had foretold/' 

Rosa, anxiöus to get rid of her simple 
companion, to give free indulgence to the 
agonizing feelings of her surcharged bosom, 
so long and painfully under restraint, now 
reminded Winny she had a long^way to 
retrace her steps, and that her candle 
would scarcely light her if she lingered ; 
when poor Winny, thus reminded of a 
possible increase to the horrors she had 
alone to encounter, with shuddering un- 

c 5 
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willihgness took her departure ^ iirst atr^' 
Tiouncing tliere was a ruab light in tbe 
chimney,— intelllgence Rosa was by no 
means sorry to Und true ; for althougfa 
not of poor Winny's frightßil order» yet 
in ä lone chainber, in a stränge and gloomy 
place, depressed in spirits as sbe was, even 
the sickly beams of a rush candle, she 
thought, would prove like the shadow of a 
companion* 

The insulated Bosabella, now lorn in 
her Chamber as she was in the world, was 
not doomed to find that repose there, 
so necessary for her wearied frame, since 
sleep was not the altendant of her downy 
pillow ; for now her sacrifice of the man she 
Joved, with every promise of happiness that 
expectation could blossom brightly with at 
the shrine of gratitude andfriendship,came 
in all its apguishcd pangs to wound her 
tortured heart ; though, whilst performing 
the dreadful achievement, the mental and 
bodtly action of forming and executing 
her heroic design had warded off the 
power of harrowing thought upon the 
subiect. Now her purpose was accom« 
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pGsbed, sbe had arrived at the haven diat 
was to enclose her froiQ happineas fbr 
ever y and all the miseries she had devoted 
herseif to flung at once their barbed ax* 
rows cruelly to wound her. Now she 
began to reflect more seriously upon the 
anguish she had so ungratefully, so un* 
expectedly prepared for Lord Mont albert ; 
and before the agonies that auch reflec« 
tions sent through her heart, her own indi- 
vidual suffering faded into mere phantoms 
of infliction ; which led her almost to doubt 
ivhether there was any superior gratitude to 
that she owed to him, and to fear she had 
paid the smaller debt at the expense of 
the greater. But soon her reason con- 
vinced her she had performed the most 
imperative duty i — ^that her benefactress 
had a far higher claim to her gratitude 
than even her disinterested lover ; for she 
had rescued her in infancy from all the 
dire evils^ which then menaced her tem-^ 
poral and eternal happiness, in the pro« 
tection of the low-minded Mrs. Cormack — 
had reared her at great peril to her grand* 
son's pcace and interest^ as her own child j 
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whilst Lord Montalbert requiring no in- 
crease of wealth, only sacrificed the pride 
of alliance in pleasing the influence of 
bis fancy in selecting her for bis wife; 
and tbus convinced whicb was the duty of 
rectitude, she resolutely opposed every 
assailing arrow of repentance, although her 
beart was sorely wounded, and bled to its 
inmost core« 



ROSABELIiA* S7 



CHAPTER III. 

From the sleepless pillow of despondency 
and wo our heroihe arose at an early 
hour, to seek the only balm she now had 
hope of Unding ; and by her genuine and 
fervent devotion, gave the strength that 
fails not to the firmness so essential to 
Support her through the hour of bitter 
trial. 

At the time according with the family 
arrangements, Winny, divested of her noc- 
turndl^ightfulnesSj appeared to awake our 
heroine, who, upon finding her already 
up, she concluded had been disturbed by 
the speetral Performances of the night j 
and perceiving her pallid aspect, heavy 
eyes, and touching dejection, the affirma« 
tions of Rosa, '^ that she had neither seen 
nor heard any thing to alarm her," ob- 
tained no credence ; and only gave birth 
to another conviction, that she was sprite- 
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bouiid not to betray the direful orgies she 
had witnessed. 

Lady Agatha received our poor wretch- 
ed Rosa with as much kindness as un- 
vanquishable melancholy could unbend to j 
but the Abbe Nugent's kindness in re- 
ception had no cloud of gloom to struggle 
through ; it was open and clear as^ the 
ethereisd canopy above them« 

** I grieve/' Said Lady Agatha, *^ that 
cur faith is- not the same, Miss Fredericky 
as it precludes you from the benefit of 
worship with us ; and as the most essential 
duty of your life will tberefore rest so 
much upon yourself, you must be ever 
awake to the responsibitity you ai'e in- 
volved in : — howeyer, as much as I in 
possibility can, I will lessen this serious 
evil for you. Our parish church is not 
much more than two miles off, but the 
paths are oflten impassable to pedestrians j 
I shall tberefore send you in a carriage 
upon all the fasts and festivals appointed 
by yoür ritual for particular observance ; 
and as often beside as you may deem it 
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nec^ssary to partake of tfae most solemtc 
rite of your charch/* 

Rosabella expressed all the gratitode 
Ae feit at such real kindness ; and Lady 
Agatha requested ahe woold take the trcm« 
ble of makiiig breakfast. 

•* In augbt eise/' continued her lady- 
ship, ^* I shall make but little demand 
upon your time, which I hope you will 
contrive to fill up as much to your satisfac« 
tion as it is possible for a being so young^ 
in such a life of total seclusion as we lead t 
but if you are as wise as my Lord Fiower- 
dew says you are good, you will tum this 
seclusion toyour advantage, by laying in a 
fund of useful information that can never 
fail you. 

*' My library, collected by Mn Fita?- 
maurice, is one of the first private ones m 
Europe : -^ and there is an: enlightened 
man, possessing benevolence of heart, to 
make him delight in guiding you through ' 
the right path of information. Nor need 
your showy accomplishments, if you pos* 
sess any, rast upon the hinges of inaction^ 
since our holy Sire deems it not incomy 
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— for I must never, never, hear them more. 
-Are you skilled in music and drawing, 
ny dear ?** 

Rosa answered with such pleasing mo- 
lesty, relative to her pretensions to any 
torm of accomplishment, that the AbW, 
with more cordiality than mere politeness 
would have influenced, promised to give 
uer every instruction in his power to yield. 

^' And," he added, with a serious smile, 
^ when our mutual timidity wears off, and 
i-hat we acquire courage to play, sing, and 
Jraw our best, I trust Lady Agatha, in 
the kindness of encouragement, will not 
almays banish us to a distance from her.** 

'' I make no promises/* Lady Agatha 
replied, ** but you may form some hopes, 
^y reverend friend, since already I have 
vanquished two impediments to my finding 
comfort in the society of Miss Frederick 
"^her appearance and her name. You 
would no thank me, my dear, were I to 

\ so young or lovely, therefore 
ish it : — but as you could be 
ictive with any other name^ I 
Urs changed — Rosabella bears 
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too henurtfienrding a similitade to Rosal» 
vina ;«*^and Frederkk was tbe name ef 
a man, who made me a cruel monrter*'* 

^ Then cfaange them, madam," Rosa 
aoid ;. <^ i ahould i»deed grieve^ was I to 
prove. tbe cause to you. of one usnecessarji 

ILad^ Agatha ik\t both pleased and 
4ft»liged; famt said, ^^ it wa% perhaps^ a 
vrbdbesenie penance, momentarily ta> pro- 
iiaimce^ iiuunes, that must reanimate her 
fedioga of remotse för aa unpardoimble 
csudity arhe had pnactised." 
. The s^defniog melancbolj of Lad|f 
Agatfaa> scaredij coald £nd aa coEveiiixig 
coiuxterpebe . in tbe mild cjieecfukiess of 
tbe A\A€ ISng&attj whose pitying heavt 
imbdbed tbe most painful apprehension^ 
tfaat tbe uoco&fidsd griefs of the young 
strafiger imgbt fiod Burture in their cave 
of gloom ^ and^ as mucb as possible, to 
pnevemt the realizing of this apprehension,, 
be aHowed mit the morning to pass over 
vitlkout inlbrming bimseif upon exactiy 
bow: £nr Rosa bad claim to knowliedge 
in music and d]:awing9 wben, to hk infinit« 



gratificatiofn, he discovered her to be a 
pupil of snch hiv promise, that he shoald) 
find interest and pleasure. ia leading her 
talents in that iield of improvement». 
through Trhich they soon would arrive 
at petfection. 

To drawing) iDUsic» the Abbe^i^ Peadlng: 
8ome t:etekrated literaiy productjbiia alood^ 
with pedestriaa exerche throagh the se- 
duded grounds» RoBabella wat mdehteck 
fbc » dny^ tisat dlragged her through ex^ 
istence witfaout um xnömant of the hourt 
^aaised vith her new companioiki beia^ 
dedic^ted exdusively to her own soirowt ;: 
QonswqpAtij not until she retired to heü 
Chamber for the night, oould cAieshed ose 
tear to rd-ieve the anguiah of her buirsting^ 
heart;. and to supplicate for fortitude 
to bear the m^atal agonies ahe sufFered«. 

Tfai& night pasaed like the preceding: 
orö witb Rosabella» in sorrow's bitter 
tears, aod the succeeding day like its pre^ 
decessor,^ in which her gratitnde to the 
kindness of tbe Abb^ Nugent found fast 
increasing deinandsj upoQ it ; and when^ 
she again retired ta her pillow, and the 
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indülgence of her lieart's moan, she feit 
conviction, that was her mind not so over- 
powered with varied griefs, the advan- 
tages she should derive from the Abb6*s 
instructions, and from the brilliant con- 
versation of a man so highly informed, 
and so benignly communicative of his 
knowledge, would be incalculable. 

The day after our poor heroine*s arrival 
at Black Friars Moat, she dispatched a 
letter of grateful acknowledgment to Lady 
Flowerdew, informing her ladyship of the 
safe termination of her journey, the kind 
attention of her travelling protector, and 
the pleasing reception she had been ho- 
noured with from Lady Agatha Fitz- 
maurice, who wrote by the same post to 
Lord Flowerdew, to thank him for his 
satisfactory compliance with her request ; 
and as for six days at least no answer 
could be expected from even the most 
scrupulous attention, the surprise of Rosa 
was not more powerful than her agitation, 
on the receipt of a letter from Lady Flow- 
erdew— under Cover to Lady Agatha, as 
-^^ upon, to prevent the discovery 
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of her retreat through the Post Office— 
the third day after her arrival at Black 
Friars Moat, with Information of a siidden 
and unexpected arrangement of her lord's, 
to sei oft' immediately for Paris, accom- 
panied by their eider children and Miss 
Lorrain, to stay there during the remain- 
cjer of bis lordship's vacation. 

Her ladyship next reverted to her hope 
of Rosa's finding herseif comfortable with 
Lady Agatha ; for happy she could not 
expect to be, until time, her own excel- 
lent sense, sound principles, and innate 
piety, recalled that Sensation to her bosom, 
attracted thither by conscious rectitude. 

*' How your flight has been borne by 
the Derville family, I have yet to learn," 
her ladyship continued, " for they removed 
to Richmond the day but one after your 
departure, only sending their P. P. C. card 
to me ; as I believe another elopement, 
equally unexpected, overwhelmed them in 
too much distress to call upon any one ; 
since you, my interesting fugitive, were 
not the only volatile belonging to the 
family ; for on the very evening of your 
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ileparture, and in the very sarae houi-, as it 
fiow appears by a letter to bis brother, Mr. 
Moöson took Frencb leave of bis guardian, 
and set out for Paris. 

" I entreat you write to nae; for the 
-interest you bave awakened in my heart k 
very intense, wbilst tbat wbicb you bave 
created in the bosom of my caro sposo 
4^ppear8 to my alarms such as to induce 
nie to become peculiarly careful of my 
existence, to secure my poor dear brats 
from a cruel stepdame. 

" Direct for me, to the care of Messrs. 
■'■ , Bankers, Paris ; and believe- me, 
dear and interesting heroine in the cause 
of rectitude, 

*' Your admiring 

" and sincerly attached friend, 
** Cecilia Flowerdew/' 

Rosabella's regrets on finding by the 
,kind letter of Lady Flowerdew that such 
true friends should be removed, even for a 
short period, from the saipe country with 
her, were all absorbed by distress at the 
alarming intelligeuce thus conveyed oi 
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Mn MoQBon, whaseruin, sbe now doubted 
not, would be completed ; since Sihe feit 
e^iviction he had not set out fox Paris 
unaccompanied by those^ who had piunged 
bim into tfaat ruin bis agitated confession 
had partly betrayed tp her ; and fbr one 
appalUng moment this sympathizing dis- 
tress was mingled with a pang of terror^ 
lest the supposition might be entertained» 
as both fugitives had disappeared in the 
same hour, that they had been compa» 
nions in flight But for this agonizing ap- 
prehension sha soon found consolation ; for 
Bince Lady Derville knew frora her letter 
ihe motive of lief disappearance, ahe^could 
Qot cherish such a suspicion, and would 
therefore not allow such a belief to be 
fiheltered even by Lord Montalbert; al- 
though for the subjugation of bis ill-fated 
attachment, and the accomplishment of 
her ladyship*s wishes, no aid could prove 
more cfficacious. 

Rosabella could not succeed in conceaI-> 
ing her increase of sadness, after the arrival 
of Lady Flowerdew's letter, from her com- 
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panions ; and their Observation of it only 
augmented their kindness to her ; for the 
interest which was making rapid advances, 
to awaken dormant affection in the bosom 
of Lady Agatha, was by its genial in- 
fluence thawing fast the icy misanthropy, 
with which reprehensible despondency, 
an uncultivated mind, and the preöepts 
of ignorant bigotry had incrusted her 
heart ; and her ladyship herseif proposed 
taking an airing round her park, to show 
Rosa the beautiful views from it, and 
its own attractions, a kind of solace Lady 
Agatha rarely indulged in ; to which, as 
she could feel no apprehension of encoun- 
tering any one she wished to shun in such 
a sequestered ränge, Rosa could feel no 
objection. On their return from this 
excursion, the Abbfe Nugent, whose be- 
nevolence was ever on Service in the cause 
of the afflicted, led her to a piano forte, 
spread before her some enchanting music, 
and by his own exquisite accompaniment 
upon the violin, beguiled her attention 
from torturing retrospection to the pur- 
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suit he had kindly assigned her; and in 
the course of the day, when it became 
bis employment to read to his two as« 
sociateSy he ^selected amusing, not the 
serious subjects Lady Agatha preferred« 
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CHAPTER IV, 

We will not convert OUT pen into a chro- 
noipeter, by giving the mensuration of our 
heroine's time, in ä recital of how she 
passed each day in her seclusion; since 
few of her days were otherwise than a 
repetition of its sombre predecessor: for 
they beheld none but the inmates of the 
abbey ; went no where, but Rosa now and 
then to church in a hamlet, where none 
but rustics formed the congregation ; aod 
all our poor heroine had to mark out 
time for her was, the progress she per- 
ceptibly made in the affection of Lady 
Agatha, in the esteem of the Abbe, in 
her mental acquirements, and in drawing 
and music} but not in the extirpation 
of her attachment to Lord Montalbert, 
or her reconciliation to her sad estrange- 
ment from her dearest friends« 

Five months Rosa passed in this un* 
varying seclusion, without the Intervention 
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of any incideni worth recordiiig ; fbr äl* 
though Ladj flowerdew wrote to her im-' 
mediately upoa her retum front Fnabf^ 
yet her letter conveyed no infonpatroo 
relative to our stocy ; «nd in vain had our 
poor heart-wrung reetuse, with parnftd 
agitation» soughtfor intelligence of those 
she believed lost to her fbr ever, througb 
eveiy colunm of the d|umal paper reoeiv<# 
ed at Black Friars Moat. 

Bat just ät the termiaation of Rotabella's 
fiftb month of Sequestration, tbe Abb^t 
having some business to transact at a 
neighbouring market town, left Lady Aga- 
tha and her lovely companion to a tSte d 
tStCj which her ladyship gladly availed her- 
seif of, to speak upoa those tfaemes that 
had efiaced happiness ^om her page of 

life- 

For nearly an hour, the perfections of 
her husband, and the misery bis death sub- 
dued her by, were the affecting sulgects of 
her waü, when she commenced a lamenu. 
tion for her cnielty to the chüd of her only 

brother. ,11., 

«« Relative to my lamented hu8b«n4." 

d2 
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Said Lady Agatha^ in continuation, ^* my 
conscienee bas nothiDg to upbraid me: 
l^t to my pöor Rosalvina, my comicnissioiis 
fer' repentance have been tremendous :-^ 
but, ,as the rAbb^^ rppor lenient maai 
deems the pen?«ice» I liave already per- 
formed fully süfficient expiation öt my 
^(fences towards her, and that I disagtee 
with him upon this point» and wish him to 
devise some heavy.infliction forme,— Ido 
not like to mentioa the , subject before 
^irii'; but you, I trast, my dear^ will häv^ 
pati^oce to bear with nie, whilst I bewail 
my cruelty to that dear misguided crea- 
ture ; because such audible contrition for 
my transgressions does me good. 

" But that you may fully measure the 
överflowing cup of my enormity, I must 
give you the history of this dear unfor- 
tunate. 

' ** Our progenitors being all of the church 
of Rome, my brother and seif, the only 
children of my father, were of course rear- 
ed in that faith ; I, perhaps, more piously, 
smce,in the heyday of his youth, he evinced 
^o outward und visible sign of proving 
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a worthy rnember of any church ; for he 
formed an improper connection with a 
seductive woman, the wife of another, 
which induced him to ily his couhtry, and 
to live with her upon the tolerating Conti« 
nent until the blessed period of her death^ 
which did not occur until after the double 
calamity to me, in the irreparable loss of 
niy husband and my father. 

'^ Upon the fortunate death of the tempt- 
er, my brother no longer feit an objection 
to retum to his country» when called to be 
the representative of our noble house ; 
but with spirits broken down by the loss of 
his infatuator, he fully determined to come, 
and form a perpetual tite d tite of wo and 
lamentation with me, when he had arrang- 
ed all his requisite business, upon Coming 
into the Earldom of Glanmartyr. 

" But luckily for him, I would not per- 
mit his Coming to contaminate my pure 
sorrow with his impure wailings for a 
transgressor ; as it yielded him oppor- 
tunity to see, and almost upon sight to 
love, the only surviving child of a lately 
deceased Irish baron, whose exquisite 
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beauty and seraphic mind allui^ed hin) 
on to wed her witbout one Shilling for« 
tune; ^hich certainly he did require in 
a wife, since the horrid connection he had 
fi)nned, had, by leading him into every 
species of dissipäted prodigality, involved 
him in such formidable debts, that all the 
personal property my father had bequeath« 
ed, was devoted to their liquidation. 

^' But this marriage, so auspicious in 
promise to bis temporal and etemal happi- 
ness, the ruthless tyrant death too soon 
dissolved. Lady Clanmartyr died in this 
abbey sbortly after the birth of a female 
childy and my heart-rived brother, not long 
suryiving her, bequeathed to my cäre bis 
Infant daughter, Lady Rosalvina North- 
möre — for whom the Cläninartyr estates, 
whicb, with the titles, devolved to a coL 
lateral branch of our ancient tree, were 
chai^ed with twenty-five thousand pounds 
forher portion, 

*^ But, unfortunately for poor Rosalvina, 
Utigations arose — first as to the legitimacy 
of the/.supposed heir at law, and then, 
oa bis Claim being superseded, the com- 
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peteticy of thie next was disputed i and 
in attempts to -prove bis insipience, years 
were passed away, and on no one could I 
make my claim for the portion of my ward, 
until about ten years ago> when every trace 
of Lady Rosalvina and her heirs wer^ lost 
to me i and fhe at last nominated £arl of 
Claflmartyr has never answered one of my 
numerous appHcatiöns to him — which I 
have even condescended to make in the 
most suppliant manner— to learn if Lady 
Rosaivtna, or her children, jiave ever ap- 
plied for her fortune, as in that case I 
might obtain some intelligence of my poor 
child, whdm my reprehensibJe barbarity 
drove I doubt not to depair/* 

Lady Agatha Was now so overcome 
by her repentant retrospections, that, 
in an agony of tears, she was compelled 
to suspend her narrative for some mo« 
nients, 

** Rosalvina/' her ladyship, after a pain* 
ful struggle with her feelings, proceeded, 
** throve to my utniost wishes, and bid de- 
iiance to all the evils inaction and gloomy 
Sequestration could ässail her by ; for m 
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health, beauty, and vivacity^ when she at- 
tained her sixteenth year, she stood un* 
equalled; andforthe heavenly virtues of 
her disposition I.have only found in her 
own seraphic mother, and in you, any to 
compare with her. 

^* At thb unfortünate period Father 
O'Blaze broke his leg, by falling off a 
library ladder. None of his inmates, of 
course, could set it, and a surgeon was 
summoned» who on finding it a Compound 
fracture, likely to pose his skill, demanded 
the assistance of an.army surgeon, quarter« 

ed at -— , who, in his professional visits, 

after the Operation was successfully per- 
formed, by some untoward chance, cala- 
mitously saw Lady Rosalvina ; since to 
this man's babbling about her heavenly 
beauty I ascribe the mischiefs that suc- 
ceeded. 

** In the regiment with this surgeon was 
a Captain Woqdvilie, young, exquisitely 
handsome, and in manners resistlessly 
charming; of fkmUy honourable and an« 
cient, being the third son of an English 
peer; bat his Company of infantry was 
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hls present all, though his expectations^ 
lipon the death of his father vfere pro- 
mising; — butalas! alas! this man was a 
keretic. 

•* From the description given by this 
pratthhg surgeon of the beautiful recluse^ 
Captain Woodyille was fired to a romantic 
enterprise, worthy of a boy of twenty :— • 
he obtained leave of absence from his re- 
giment, took a lodging in a cottage near; 
US, and as I was then, most unfortunately, 
making a material alteration in;my pleasure 
grounds, which required the aid of liiany 
supernumerary^ hands, hä enroUed faimsfelf 
amongst my labourers. As Rosalviria's 
taste was the guide for the alteratiöns, 
Woodville soon obtained a view of her : — 
Üiat view was decisive, and led him on to 
devise opportunities to avow himself, his • 
passion, and bis wishes^ and as Father 
O'Blaze was now confined for several 
weeks by his fracture, there. was no one 
to suspect or attend to what wascim« 
pending, and the fatal termination was, — : 
the very day preceding the holy father'a 
expected einäncipation from his Chamber^ 
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Lady Rofiialvina eloped for Scotland with 
Captain Woodville ; and so great was the 
power of his fascinationa over this rigidljr 
reared Romanist, that he infatuated her ta 
h^t iperditton, in reading her recontation 
f^iQm the ' faith of her forefathers, in the 
to^n of Berwick, ere they crossed the 
Tweed. . 

. <^ Oh !' my dear young friend, vain must 
prove any attempt of man to portray my 
(^traction, when I leamed her flight and 
her meditated apostasy, which a letteri 
left in her chamfoer for me announced; 
hut you can readily conceive they were 
such as an ädoring parent must feel at her: 
Casting herseif upon the shoals of perdition 
for a man, whom three months only she 
knew was ! in existence. Those feelings 
led me to the most invincible contumacy 
in withholding my forgiveness j and with 
all the zealous horrors of Father O'Blaze, 
added as indignant^ stimulators to my 
own, I refused to see her, and returned 
unopened the letters she addressed to 
me. 
;^^ But, poot wretched Rosaivinal if hj^r 
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wedded life was indeed happy, that hap« 
piness was fleeting, and her äin of apos^ 
tasy soon met its pumshment. Woodville 
was slain in battle, leaving bis widow 
with a boy of - five years old, and a girl, an 
unweaned babe. 

" These events, in tbe most soul-rending 
language that pen could convey, the wi- 
dowed Rosalviha imparted then to me ; 
buty under the influenae of my Spiritual 
guide^ who in bis blind zeal forgot bis 
Christiataity, I replied not, even to tbis 
heart-tnelting appeal ; and not until the 
succeeding year did I receive her last 
sad — sad address. 

" But that address! — Oh! Rosalvina! 
my child ! my child ! what demoniac in- 
fluence steeled my heart against an address» 
that was calculated to melt änd penetrate 
even a savage heart ? 

« Oh ! Miss Prederick, that letter ha^ 
implanted a barbed arrow iii my breast, 
that can never be extracted j for alas! it 
was importuning my pecuniafy aid, such 
as my huraanity would yield to any stran- 
ger, phinged deep into adversity as she 
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Tvas, * to save herseif and babes, from cvery 

species of impending want:— for Wood- 

ville's family had been as obdurate in with- 

holding their forgiveness as I had been; 

she held only her widow's pension tp 

subsist on, as the Clanmartyr causes 

were not yet determined ; the recent ill- 

ness of her babes in the meazles, suc- 

ceeded almost immediately by the hoop- 

ing cough, had involved her in debts^ 

which menaced her with alarming conse- 

quences ; so unknowing of the world 

as she was, she was a helpless bearer 

of the heavy bürden of adversity ; and 

secluded not only from society, but the 

natural connexions of her family, during 

her Single life, and having accompajiied 

her husband, soon after her marriage, 

to Malta, &c., she never had power to 

make any friend but me, on whom she 

could rest a claim for counsel or assist* 

ance/ - 

^' Can you believe it, Miss Frederick, 
that letter remained unanswered? Oh! 
what a ruihless heart must I then have 
sheltered in my savage bosom l 
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•* But ät length Father O'Blaze termi- 
nated bis mortal career ; and no sooner 
was he consigned to bis parent earth, than, 
as if he had been the frozen zone whicb 
bound my beart in tbe Iceland of unbend- 
ing cruelty, tbis long frigid tenant of my 
bosom began its thaw to genial wannth j and 
to my poor insulated Rosalvina I instantly 
dispatched my tender forgiveness, and en- 
closed an order on my bankers in London, 
for cash to clear off all her embarrassments, 
and to bear her and her children to my 
arms : — but my letter was returned by tbe 
post Office, as no such person could be 
found« I then addressed the Colonel, and 
the agents of Captain Woodville's regiment, 
requesting every information they could 
yield to my anxiety ; — ^but alas l neithet 
could relieve it, although bqtb had Mnd-, 
ly made inquiries -for me j the ageixt frotn 
the Clerk who had paid her pensioxi ^ but 
several years had elapsed since th^ v?\döv^ 
<tf Captain Woodville had applied fV^^ Yv< 
pittance ; and the colonel stated^ c ^ 
having bat very lately obtained tl^^ ^^ 
inent, he had not had tjie honour c>£- ^^^^ 
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itig either Captein or Lady Rosalvitaa 
Woodville ; and the regiment having twice 
lo9t ito men, and once ito officers since 
Captain' Woodville feil, hc could find no 
individual in it to yield me the clew I 
winhed for i* and thus have I been left 
withöut even the glimmering of a light 
to lead me to my child. 

*• Oh ! Miss Frederick, by the genuine 
sensibility you so unequivocally evince, 
you have not been an uninterested «adi« 
tress of the sad history of my Rosalvina. 
Alas! alas! that I know not its sequel! 
and upon the torture of uncertainty, as to 
what act of desperation my cruelty may 
have driven her, I am racked. Not to vice, 
thank Heaven ! for I knew her heart too^ 
well to fear any distress could precipits^ 
her into its vortex ; bul young, lovely, 
and destitute of protection, she was an 
object to be ensnared by villany, and-^ 
but, oh ! I should run distracted if I had 
any proof of sudi a dire terminaticm to 
the fair prospect her life commenced wiih; 
and should ^at life have been terminated 
^v a broken beart» and ber baplesa «w 
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phans have falien into improper h&nAs ;* 
and«-N-beggary. and vice have been their 

This wasadimax to horrible possibili« 
ties, ¥^hich the faculties of Lady Agatha 
could not sustäin witb firmness, and she 
feil into the most formidable hysteric fit 
Rosa had ever witnessed; but by the 
necessary exertion it aroused her to, 
in calling for assistance, and affording 
every aid faeräelf, it drew her out of 
a train of agitated . thought, that was- 
threatening fast the sübjugation of her 
faculties. 

From the history related to Rosa by' 
Mrs» Kilbride, she had learned that her 
haj^esä mother had been iefV in similar 
circumstatices with Lady Rosalvina j and 
the Singular ^comingling of cörrespondent 
names was adding strength to the visiöns of^ 
hope's busy creation, Avhilst reason remind«« 
ed her höw many ofBcers' widows might be 
found in situations to assimilate with her 
own motber's j and discretion forcibly com- 
manded her to forbear £rom any intimatlon 
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ot her ligitating surmises ; since proof she 
had none to produce ; and her even 
glancing at such a possibility might only 
brand her with the suspicion of hiäving 
fabricated an artful invention ; since, even 
to substantiate her own ingenuousness» 
she could direct no reference to Mrs. KU- 
brrde, without betraying the spot of her 
concealment. 

Lady Agatha recovered from her pa- 
roxysm of overpowering'feeling, andfound 
at length its stilling influence in prayer, 
and gently-flowing tears; but the agita« 
tion, interest, suspicions, hopes, fears and 
sympathy this narrative of Lady Rosalvina 
Woodville's misfortunes, and cruel deve* . 
liction of her guardian, conveyed to the 
susceptible feelings of Rosabella, it re-> 
quired many a thoughtfui day, and sleep* 
less night, with invocations to the divine 
Tranquillizer of all mental conflict^, to 
calm ; and to reconcile her to the necessity 
her duty of gratitude to the Derville family 
ippelled— of not breathing, even to the 
^d and penetrating abb^s her suspiciona 
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lipon possibllities, that every faour were 
strengthening in her mind to suspicions 
of probabilities, and which added, by the 
feelings thus awakened, to the disquietude 
of her sad bosom. 
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CHAPTER V. 

There resided in a sequestered hamlet, in 
the neighbourhood of Black Friars Moat, a 
family, whose sickness and distress so pe* 
culiarly interested the feeling-hearted R<v 
sabella, that she never omitted accompany- 
ing the Abbe Nugent when his almonary 
rounds led him to visit these people*; and 
the reverend father having promised to 
bring them a supply of medicine and com- 
forts on a particular day, he expressed so 
much regret at indisposition preventing the 
Performance of his promi^e, that Rosa 
offered to be the bearer of his kindness ; 
and accordingly she set out on foot, at- 
tended by the old steady butler. 

Nearly nine months had now elapsed 
since Rosa's rectitude had led her to fly 
from prospects as fair as ever dawned on 
favoured mortal ; and as in all that long 
and melancholy period nothing had ever 
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occurred to lead her to a supposition, diat 
any inquiry had ever been set on foot to 
trace her place of refuge,*— the apprehen- 
sions which had at first been her painful 
attendants, whenever she ventured beyond 
the abbey moat, had in a great degree sub» 
filded. Nevertheless her precautions to 
effect her concealment from recognition 
were not suspended : and now in a Walk- 
ing dress» tbat concealed the S3rmmetry of 
her figure and the grace of her motion, 
with k handkerchief held to her mouth, 
which )a keen northern blast fuUy sanction-o 
ed her using, she efiectually concealed her 
face, whilst it left her eyes at liberty to 
behold unimpeded all around her. 

The only exposed spot of the lonely and 
romantic path to this hatnlet was where 
it abruptly intersected the high north road j 
and at this spot of the public highway 
were erected a^ few cottages, just at the 
summit of a steep, winding, and thickly 
wooded hill. . In these cottages lived som& 
small children, with whom Rosa, from- 
meeting them in the woods, had becomQ 
extremely popiilar; and who, on having 



68 ROSABfiLLA. 

encountered her on her way to her place 
of destination, were anxiously awaiting her 
return ; when the moment she appeared 
emer^ng from her devious path, one. of 
the children,--a boy of more adventurous 
daring than the rest, darted from his pa- 
rents' door across the read just as a chaise 
and four was commencing a renewal of its 
rapid velocity, after its slackened ascent 
of the hill i and so completely at füll trot 
were the horses, and so perilous the situa* 
tion of the child, that not üntil the up^ 
lifted foot of the leader nearest to him 
knocked the boy down, eould the postilion 
succeed in checking the steeds from one 
further step of destructive advance. 

In the chaise were a lady and gentle- 
man, the latter of whom having perceived 
the imminent peril the child was thougbt- 
lessly exposing himself to, let down a front 
glass in breathless humanity to command 
the drivers to stop. The butler of Lady 
Agatha had, with much peril to himself, 
rushed out to arrest the horses in their 
speed, he therefore instantly raised the 
boy, and upon ascertaining he was unhurt» 
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announcäd this intelügence to the'gentle- 
man, who» afl^r a mfld reproof to the child, 
gave money to its mother^ and the chaise 
i^enewed its rapid course« 

Kelly, Lady Agatha's butler, had now 
a disengaged thought to bestow upon won- 
dexing, why Miss Frederick, so tender 
hearted as ihe was, had not run förward to 
ioquire into the fate öf the child, whose 
peril she had innöceiitly caused ? when ad^ 
vaneing röspectfully to where he believed 
she had quietly seated herseif, to teil her 
th^ boy was safe, he soon perceived her 
in a recumbent position* Conjecturing 
she had fallen through terror, he hastened 
on, and fpund her half supported by the 
hole of a tree, against which she had sünfc ; 
for Rosabella, whose rectitude had inspired 
her with sufficient magnanimity to tear 
herseif, as the impeding barrier to her 
friend's happiness, away from her own, 
possessed not^firmness to sustain the con- 
viction, that her sacrifice had not. been 
niade in vain, when unexpectedly it aröse 
before her as the ghost of her own immo- 
lated bopes : — for in that very chaise Rosa 
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behehlLord Montalbert performing ^Üt^ 
4^ iStis jouxney miii Lady Meliora Monsdn ! 
Gauld Rosa doubt what sanctioned this ? 
No, she could not ; and in heart-rending 
agi^my poor Rosabella fainted^ ^ 
^ Onr heroine was now promptly 0onvey^d 
by tbe compassionate Kelly tö one öf tbe 
cottsLgeSf where every thing their mean» 
afibrded was done for her recovery, but in 
väin, her State of insensibility seemed in- 
vincible i when the alarmed Kelly per^ 
ceiving a returned chaise passing, he took 
it iiito requisition, and placing one of fhe 
female eottagers in it with Rosa, he attend« 
ed the chaise to the abbey, where our poor 
heroine was promptly laid on her bed, and 
the family apothecary sent eitpress foi' by 
the alsurmed Lady Agatha, whose attach- 
ment to her young companion had grown 
iinperceptibly to such a degree of afFectioni 
that the sensations her anxious bosom was 
now torn by, were little short of ma« 
ternal. 

The son of ^sculapiiis called in to Rosa, 
not being able to divine the nature of her 
ailment, pronounced her insensibiliiy the 
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^QCt 1^ her fall^ and adopted bleeduigt 
but the poor mentai ßufierer requirad noi^ 
lowering. AJ^et th|s Operation^ whicb re» 
stored her suspended faculties, not aJi her 
most strenuous efiprts to recall her forti« 
twte ^rf ia.p«. . «mW,nce of comp.. 
suTj» to her couatenance» couI4 PTpve effec*^ 
tMSjly apdr^ltbo^h» «h^ .endeayoured tO; 
conceaLher tears from Observation, whüst 
foi; four^dajrs tl^e^^akiißss of her frame 
coafined bfx tp |ier b^'her shedding tbem 
was discoyered by her attendant Winny» 
and revealed to Lady Agatha, who with 
the abbe no lomrer entertained a doubt of 
grief being her ailqient, and that soijie 
chord of her bosom'^ sorrows had beea 
pain&Uy vibrated, through some connexion. 
with the carriage th^t had passed at the 
moment her faculties had been subdued. . 
The appare^t solicitude of Rosa for con- 
cealing her grief^ rendere^ her sorrows 
sacre/1 from every reference to it } as the 
Abb6 Nugent had beheld before her illness» 
with the highest sentiments of approbation» 
her aiixipus eflbfts for the subjugation of 
her hafdess attachment^ by eagerly em- 
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bracing every emplcymeht that cotdd mo- 
nopoKze^be action bf her mind ; and he 
now believed it tfae wiser policy not ta 
reanimate fatal impressions and recollecr 
tions,— erasing, by the united exertions of 
titne, reason, and religion,— by elicitedcon- 
fössions and disquisitions upon the subject ; 

■ 

and in this opinion he soon piersuaded Lady 
Agatha -to coincide. 

At lehgth the violence of the stünning 
blow the heart of Rosabel! ä had sustained 
began to sübside, tbröugh the influence of 
the efficacious bälms poured into it by her 
piety, whilst her gratitude to Lady Def- 
ville cried aloud for her rejoicing at the 
wishes of her benefactress being realized, 
and the felicity of her beloved friend se- 
cured; and her reason sternly censured 
that inconsistency of feeling, which first led 
her on the wings of principle to immolate 
her happihess, and then to weep and moum 
ivhen the efiect was produced which the 
sacrifice had been adopted to accoinplish« 

But poor Rosabella was unalienably in 
love ; and, in defiance of the sound argu- 
ments and stern reproofs of reason, she 
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could not but experience some of the in« 
con^iistencies inspired by that passion ; and 
although principle had steeröd her through 
the stratts of painful sacrifice, It could 
not fortify the passes of her heart against 
the assailing pangs of blasted happiness. 

Out heroine arose from her bed of grief- 
inflicted iilness» so weak, so low» her aspect 
80 touchingly marked by the sadly piain tive 
character of her ailraent, that even poor 
simple Winny's terrors of the sprites in- 
festing that part of the abbey yielded to 
her wish of doing something still to be of 
Service to her ; and led her to linger on in 
her cbamber, even after she had no longer 
ostensible business there, for the purpose, 
as she told her mpther, '^ of gossiping a 
bit with poor miss, to beguile her melan^ 
ehoücs :'' and for this she invariably select- 
ed the most terrific exploits of the hob- 
gpblins, that held their orgies in the spot 
where Rosa was confined. 

Whilst thus employed, the very moming 
Rosabella foqnd herseif equal to emerging 
from her chamber» it suddenly came into 
Winny's head, that it was the nocturnal 

TGL. T. E 
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Visits of those identical hobgoblins» which 
haunted her imagination by day and by 
night, that made Miss Frederi^k iU^ aii^ so 
low-spirited ; although fear, or some mys- 
terious injuogtion, coinpelle,d her silenc^ 
lipon the dregdful subject: and instuBlly 
Winny determined to ascertain the ftct, 
by asking ^pme sagacious .questions, that 
should lead to a discqve]*y. 

** Pray, Miss/' shd said, " don't you 
£nd that ced^r ehest a very convenient 
place to keep your best things in ?" 

** I doubt not that I should, Winny^ had 
I the key : — but it is Ipcked." 

** No, bless you, miss, it has no lock be- 
longing to it. It fast^is itself at pleasiir e, 
by an invisible springe Why, bless us, 
xniss, and keep us from all härm ! I have 
heard old Ruth the dairy maid say, it söme- 
times yawns open for all the world like a 
Christian's moutl;, ready tomakeone gape 
to6 for swim]pB,thy ; at other times it keeps 
close jaws, which no mortal streogth can 

^* I have been unlucky then,'' said Rosa, 
with a languid smile^ ^^ in its not ^ving 
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performed its yawning exhibltions since. I 
have beei} here } as I should be glad it 
would open for me its caps^ci^us conve« 
nience/' 

" Lauk love you, miss, say not such a 
profligate word T' exclaimed Winny, look- 
ing a ludicrous sembld^jice of dismay, " for 
it is out of that den anest of them pop^ 
^hen the mind for roying is in thepi^ that 
would make your hair, mi^Sj stand au .^nd 
to see. Why, it is out of that, Rq1;h ßayß 
— :and she, from being of Scotch blood, i? 
gifled with second sight, miss — which Kelly 
j^ers, and says, * is only upon her wheji 
she sees double, with drinking Yorkshire 
stingo :' — but, miss, she says, ' that out ojf 
this den of mischi^f they brings their witch- 
crafts, that hinders the butter to come 
many a time ; but since you ha been bere^ 
she says, they have not popped out, mis- 
chievous to-ads! as the butter comes purely ' 
— Though the week before you came, when 
one Father Delany slept in your bed,, tbexe 
was old work with them, not a particle of 
butter would come in the churn j so fcjr 
certainty, they were playing fine capers fof, 

£ 2 
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tlie holy father, as moreover than the 
chürn evidenöe, Ißnds the Üd gäpirig 
iffide ope«, when with Ndly I came h6re 
to get this room ready for you ; so ift 
ftightful expectatioii the spectres would 
come upon us unawares, we botli, witÄ 
aU our might, smacked down the lid 
•with ä vengeance that made us both 

shriek at it." 

«« Which, I suppose, terrifled the spectres 
so effectually, as to prevent their yawning 
ever since," returaed Rosa ; « but as this 
ehest is merely in use for the unlucky pur* 
pose of annoying Ruth, I should be glad to 
convert it to a better, could I.discover the 
actuating spring of this invisible agency." 

« Why aä to that, Miss, it lies, Ruth 
pretends to say, under those there high 
brass studs at top ; but Lord love you, 
Miss, do not you be meddling with edged 

tools.*' 

The entrance of Lady Agatha ät this 
öioment terminated any further discussioii 
of the cedar ehest hotrors ; and Rosa 
having removed intö the adjoining dress- 
ing-room, the Abb6, as well as her lady- 
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rfiip, kindly sat sorae hours with her. 
Inthe course of bis visit, the benevolent 
Abb6 inquired what he shotüd select for 
her literary amusement, since he trusted 
$he was well enough to engage once more 
in reading of a light entertaining species, 
that could not call for mach intenslty of 
thought. 

Rosa, with a bright blush and faltering 
hesitation, replied^ she believed she should 
prefer newspapers and late magazines to 
any other style of reading at present,^ to 
lock for fiome marriages, that she expe- 
xitoced mach interest about« 

The kind Abb^, conjecturing it to be 
one particular marriage she was anxious 
to ascertain, and knowing suspense to be 
of all sensations the one that most militates 
agatnst the power of firmness to endure, ob- 
tainßd for our poor heroine a series of differ* 
en,t «diurnal papers, with magazines of the 
last six n>onths, which she intently searched 
with a palpitating heart ; but the marriage 
of Lord Montalbert and her beloved Me*- 
iiora she could no where find inserted. 

The scrutiny of these sources of intelli» 
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gence occupied the leisure hours of Rosa- 

bdla so completely for several days, that 

she recoUected nothing of the cönvenience 

for her wardrobe, which the mystic ehest 

nright afford her ; but at length, in glanc- 

itig her ey es upon it one morning as she 

was preparing to quit her room for break- 

fast, her memory refreshed, led her to try 

her powers in the devetepement of the 

actuating spring, when a slight pressure 

agamst the braös studs permitted the ehest 

to " ff€tmn*' oÄce more. Sie ftmnd it 

cöBapleteiy empty, e:^cept that at the bot- 

tom lay a written paper, folded in the form 

of a letter, which Rosa instantly pieked 

np, to discover, by some exterior mark, to^ 

whom it belonged in the family, to restore 

it to them. 

The beauty of the writing was attractive ; 
but as it now appeared to be an enclosure, 
and the envelope gone, and therefore no 
superscription to proclaim to whom it had 
been addressed, Rosa unhesitatingly un- 
folded it, to leam from the eommeneing 
hne probably, whether she should leave it 
where she found it, or give it to Lady 
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Agatha, i^hen she saw it began with 
'* Reverend Father/' and was dated Brüs- 
sels, July 1^9 1814. Gonvineed that it be- 
longed to the priest, who had slept in that 
apartment the week preceding her arrival, 
and that he had dropped it there, as from 
Winny's account of finding the ehest open 
he had possibly lised it, she began to refold 
it, with an interitibn öf delivering it to 
Lady Agathe, who' probably knew where to 
forward ü to the reverend ^äther j wh^n* 
the signature met her eye, and riveted 
every ama^d facuhy uj^n it } for she 
beheld legibly traeed " R6salvina di Soria.** 
It would be utteriy iinpossible for usto 
define the feelings of Rosabella at > this 
momeiit, siiice they were undefinable« 
They were all tumülf, amazement, doubt, 
hope, fear, and eager reminiscence, all 
striving for ascendency, and threatening 
fast the subjugation of every faculty ; and 
cöftainly subdued one — the power of 
Standing, when, sinking into a chair, she 
burst itito tears. 

In her band she at that moment held a 
pstper, wliich, if the bistory given by Mrs. 
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Cprmack of tbe Ducbess of Sörrox» bore 
any cotinection with tbe writer of, sbe 
oiigbt to press it to ber lips \vith reverence 
— to her beart witb affection, as tbe first 
sacred tbing tbat bad ever come to her 
handi as tbe Performance of ber mother ; 
and sbould be received as a treasure proof 
of baying a parent in existence, witb a 
devout tbanksgiving. But altbough Cap- 
tain Woodville bad been named Frederick^ 
his wife Rosalvina, bis wife's mother Rose 
Isabella \ tbat he bad been slain in battle, 
bis widow and two orphans, a male and 
female, been reduced to extreme distress ; 
and tbat widow now bore tbe name of Di 
Soria, and was Soria tbe name of a town in 
Old Castile : yet all this presumptive evi- 
dence bore witb it no positive testimony» 
tbat tbe bappiness was for her, of at length 
finding ber mother in Lady Rosalvina« 

Tbe tumultuous agitation of poor Rosa's 
bosom found a degree of tranquillizing in- 
fluence from tears, which restored to ber 
tbe recollection, tbat the moment was at 
band for her appearing at tbe breakfast 
board of Lady Agatha; tbat sbe muit 
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compose her aspect for the effort; and 
that she had an arduous task to perform in 
conveying to her ladyship, with judicious 
preparation, the certainty of Lady Rosal« 
vina's existence — at least a few months 
since ; and where she could most probably 
trace her residence. Yet there might be 
something in the letter she found, she 
re^ected, which ought not, perhaps, to 
meet the eye of Lady Agatha — some in- 
spiration of wounded feeling to offend — 
something too heart-rending of miserieg 
endured, to shock the conscience-striken 
penitent, without alarming consequences. 
But she feit she had no rights unsano 
tioned, to penetrate secrets, which per- 
haps this providentially discovered letter 
might contain ; therefore to the Abbe 
Nugent she deternoined to confide it, fpr 
him to act upon it as his better judgment 
should decide. 

Rosa, thus determined, drank some 
water, bathed her eyes, and by every 
exertion for composure, presented an as«- 
pect before Lady Agatha, that called 
forth no particiüar scrutiny from her 

£ 3 
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ladyship on any suspicion of stifled new 
emotion : but to the penetrating Abbe all 
tbis was visible ; and, awakening an in- 
crease of pitying kindness, the moment 
they arose from their repast, he proposed 
tbat ahe shotild go out in the coach to take 
an airing. 

** Do you, my reverend father," said 
Lady Agatha, " accbmpany her, and steer 

your course to the library at , where 

iselect some amusing boöks for her, and 
cfieerfiil new music, such as our collection 
cannot supply.- ' 

Rbsa ' gi*atefully acquiesced in this ar- 
rai%em^nti as' it afibrded her that oppor- 
tünfty for unintefmjpted Conference she 
ii^^tö anxioüs tO' obtäin. The coach was 
fbfcrefofe or^ered*, and with her reverend 
cofUnpsmion she set out toWards . 



ROSAOEIAaA, 8S 



CHAPTER VI. 

As Rosabella ^shed to lose no time in 
extracting the barbed arrow from the re- 
pentant heart of Lad/ Agatha, the mo- 
ment the carriage ccossed the moat» she 
commenced her undertaking by recount-^ 
ing How the iestimony of Lady Rosalvina's 
being in existence so lately had fallen inta 
her . hands ; and concluded her agitated 
detail, by presenting the prpvidentially 
found letter to her companion. 

The amazement of the philanthropic 
Abb6 could only be surpassed by bis joy, 
at a discovery that teemed with so mucb 
probable good, in removing the thorn of 
compunction from the long tortured bo* 
8om of Lady Agatha, and the bitter stinga 
of poverty and neglect from that of her 
unfortuhate niece ; butin all this tutnult 
of amaze and joy, another source of as-» 
tonishment presented' iliself^ at why thd 
person to whom that letter had been ad« 
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dressed, had omitted to inform Lady 
Agatha of it. 

<* The same source of astonishment pre-« 
sented itself to my Imagination, Sir/' 
responded Rosa ; '^ bat I accounted for it, 
by concluding the reverend father knew 
not of the connexion." 

** That was not the case," replied the 
Abb6: ** Father Delany is intimately ac- 
quainted with the present Lord Clanmartyr ; 
and, although he came to Black Friars Moat 
ostensibly relative to some affairs of my 
predecessor, I have no doubt, from the 
Import ofquestions — under a sort of covert 
slyness, that awakened suspicions of bis 
ingenuousness» — it was upon bis lordship's 
Business that he came hither. His purpose 
seemed that of fathoming, whether Lady 
Agatha possessed any clew to the fate of 
Lady Ro9alvina and her children ; and, as 
he possessed one, why did he not impart 
it, to give tidings of joy to a sorrowing 
fellow being? May Heaven pardon my 
presumption, if Ijudge this man unchari-» 
tably I yet, in my belief, he does not honour 
the sacred function he belongs to. Bat 
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this letter, my dear Miss Frederick, we 
must, I tfainky ventare to perase, to shape 
our course of actioii by ; for, assuredly, 
we cannöt allow Lady Agatha to read it» 
unapprised of its contents; and» as her 
true frlends, attached to herseif, and 
anxious for her happiness^, I think we shall 
not be presuming too much, if we inspect 
this letter, which is indisputably the hand- 
writing of Lady Rosalvina : for I am well 
acquainted with it, there being many 
pages of manuscript in the library of her 
transcribing. We shall only use the Con- 
tents judiciously, not abuse them." 

The Abbe now unfolded the letter, and 
read to bis panting auditress. 

" Brüssels, July 15, 1814. 

** Reverend Father, 

" From the length of time you have 
allowed to elapse, without fulfiUing your 
solemn promise of conveying to me, with« 
out delay» every intelligence, 'v^fhether 
good or evil, of my children that you could 
obtain, I must now consider the address 
Jon left with me.a^ most uncertain guide 
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to tbe safe: AtVivety of tÜis letter to yoii. 
I yet cannot forbeai: veataring itk^ddujbtful 
fate, to canjuce you, by.all you-hold sacred* 
in Heaven and upon earth, lio longer to 
Sport with the torturcd feelings of an 
almost distracted mother. , i 

** It 18 riow seven year«, Eather.Delany, 
since you undertook this important mis^ 
sion for me ; wii^n I possessed unlimited 
power over wealth for defraying the ex- 
penses of yoür inqiiiries, and to give yöu, 
for the immediate use of my children, 
should you happily trace them for me, and 
find them, alas ! in need of such supply« 
But at that period the gold you went 
laden with from Castile, you afiirmed, could 
not stimulate your exertions to relieve my 
anxiety, like the debt of gratitude you feit 
to me; and certainly, that debt was no 
inconsiderable one— not for sheltering you 
in my Castle, when, attacked by banditti, 
you lay, apparehtly dead of ghastly wounds 
at my gate-^not for taking every possible 
care of yo^ ^^^^ y^^ corivalescence was 
cstablished; .for these were metely the 
^ Ol Christian duty , in whicfa my ' own 
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eterhäl welfare was deeply inierested : but 
it was for braving the stem displeasure of 
a husband^ when he commanded me to 
send you from beneath bis roof, long, long 
ere you were equai to rembval ; and, at 
the peril of a dungeon's horrors for my 
cbarity, I concealed you in the castle, 
visited you by stealth, and poured every 
balm into your wounds, that active pity 
could supply. 

" In that time, when the lively ani- 
mation, with which you expressed your 
gratitude, led me to believe it genuine, I 
revealed to you the nature of my misery, 
that sent its legible character from my 
bleeding bosom to my sad aspect. I con- 
fided to you the Duke de Soria's frantic 
jealousy of the memory of Captain Wood- 
ville having led him to bereave me of both 
my Frederick's babes. You saw, holy Sir, 
that misery. was not imaginary — the mere 
glowing tints of Fancy's picture of mater« 
nal feelings ; for you had proöf in behold« 
ing the anguished agonies I endured in 
the recital, that it was Natur e's oWn 
cbteürfug. 
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*^ You then promised, holy Sir, to seek. 
for me what I was myself fettered from 
performing, both through the stera inter- 
diction of my husband, and from the sus- 
pended communication at that period 
between the Continent and my native 
country. You then, I say, promised, Sir, 
— but in seven long and dreary years, 
measuring their tardy pace by the agonies 
of maternal solicitude, you bave not per- 
formed. 

" In the two last eventful years of my 
hapless Jife, I had the angujsh of seeing 
the man, whom I had calamitously wedded, 
degenerate into a traitor to his li^ge sove- 
reign and his country; tohearofhis dis- 
comfit in arms, and loss of life in battle ; 
to have my castle laid waste, and my lovely 
Constantia, my sole oöspring by my' fatal 
marriage, compelled to fly with me in dis- 
guise, to save our menaced liyes, and in 
comparative poverty to make our way to 
the coast, where I so unexpectedly en* 
countered you. 

" Again, Father Delany, you professed 
the strong attachment of gratitude to me» 
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and I bdieved you. Then you told me, 
you feared my darling cherub Rosabella 
had, with her attendant Antonia^ perished 
on the coast of Ireland, as there was such 
a legend OO: record at Donagbadee ; but 
that no, not one, trace öf my Frederick had 
you been able to discover« Oh, holy 
Sir, if you were not sincere in your pro* 
&ssions, why not delude a wretched mo* 
ther with brighter visions ? 

** Under your guidance, reverend Father, 
I aceorapanied you to this place» which 
you considered the most judicious for my 
residence, until you had been to recount 
my hapless story to Lord Clahmartyr and 
Lady Agatha Fitzmaurice, to. obtain their 
aid for my return to my own cöuntry, 
there to ascertain, if yet the possibility re** 
mained, the fate of my heart's fondly 
cherished idols. 

" * You had exhausted your meanft>' y<^n 
then informed me ; * had no credit in 
Holland, being a stranger in the Nether- 
lands, like myself/ In consequönce, you 
obtained the last of the jewels I had found 
power to secrete for mychild's and my 
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oWii subsistence ; and, witb a scatity «tore 
of<m]y a few ducats to support ugr, yoü \e(t 
me, with every solemn protniä^, of sendlng 
me a remittance from London, and, with- 
out one moment o( untiecessary dday, the 
result 6f your ^tpplidatiohg for nfei— büt 
np remittance, no intelligetice, have ever 
readidd ix)y hands from you. 

«^The little yoa leftmiiif tpe is all im- 
hausted. I am "tmompuBtA'hy^ debts, 
vfailflt evcffy hoar fidy 'Criddit'b«i(öm<M ihöre 
impaired-^the h^lth of my -Mld ttmudinitkg 
t^easute overthrbvm, and IipüMe«6iti'g no. 
means to afford to the. iEK^itow-MSghted 
flower the aid sh&callb £Dk* i whilft the loud 
moritiurs öf my item landlord for his. ar«* 
ceaif of rent fearfully increase. / The hör- 
roDs of ä prison cannot be far distant fronh 
me ; and even the postage of this anxious 
appeal I am writing must accelerate their 
advitnce. • 

*** Yoü ai*e not a pairent, reverend Sirj 
but your holy profession must have led 
you to behold the anxieties of many aone: 
Md if ever you were summoned, as the 
©«ade* Sbfepherd'B pastor, to cbmfortand 
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compose a mother, the destiny of whose 
Stolen or straying child was still to be 
sought for by conjecture, through the 
doubtfui field of horrible possibilities, you 
may, in retrospection of her touching 
anguish, trace my sufferings for the uu- 
known fate of mj darling boy. If ever 
you beheld, in the Chamber of dread sick- 
ness, ä motlier bending in breathless 
agonies over the pillow of an idol child, 
suppressinig the lameaatations of her burst- 
ing heart, by soothing hope restrained, 
whilst life or death seemed hovering ovet 
l3iat pillow, you may form some faiht con« 
ception of what I endure for the uncertaiit 
fate of my cherub Rosabella.-^If ever you 
entered the hut of poverty and despair, 
and there saw a mother withholding from 
her own parched lip the last drop of water 
she possessed, withholding froiii her own 
ßtmished cravings that morsel of bread she 
saved for her perishing offspring ; beheld 
her anguish as she gazed on the legible 
inroads of famine, and the absence of every 
comfort for her drooping child, you may 
form some ideä of my maternal despond- 
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ence, as I, in anticipation's terrors, hang 
over my devoted Constantia : and if pity 
is not a phantom formed like hope, to be* 
guile misery in its overwtielming tide of 
vo, I implore, I conjure you, seqd some 
immediate relief, both mental and mate« 
rial, to her, holy Father, whom you ought 
oot to have thus abandoned to despair. 

^^ JKojSALVUf A DI SOBlAt'' 

Aläiough we have presented this letter 
to OUT reader without any Interruption, 
yet it was not perused by the Abbe Nu- 
g^nt without an electrifying one ; for no 
sooner had he articulated, ^' You told me 
yx>u feared my darling cherub ilosabella 
had, with her attendant Antonia, perished 
on the coast of Ireland," — than our 
heroine, uttering a wild . cry of almost 
maniac joy, sunk upon her knees, but 
Yinable to perform her purpose gf aspirating 
those thanks to Heaven her grateful heart 
was füll of, sbe burst into a torrent. of tears, 
and» hiding her face on the opposite seat 
of the coach, wept convulsively. 

Hßv amazed companioni with all th« 
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kitldness of his benevolent nature, inquired 
the cause of such sudden and oppressive 
ägttation, wben, with wild eagerness, she 
conjured him to read oti, 

•'No, my poor child," he gently re- 
plied, ** I cannöt read on until I see yoü 
more composed — until you teil me, is there 
a cause for your being thüs alarmingly afi 
fected by this letter ?" 

" O yes, yes V she with difficulty artt- 
eulated, " conjecture, almost amounting 
to certainty, leads me to believe that very 
Rosabella is now weeping her joyful agita- 
tion beside you. But I cannot, cannot 
yet, möst reverend Sir, enter upon the 
particulars of my early insulation : Ibut I 
am^ I will be composed — composed as a 
stoic, and will not interrupt you, even by a 
sob or sigh, read what you will to wound 
me ; so pray, pray proceed.** 

The Abbe compjied, and when he came 
to his final close, he found his sympa- 
thizing auditress chilled to a very statue 
of despair j since the horror of believing 
her mother— for she could not doubt ita 
being her own unfortunate parent — and 
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hex sister too, had by this time perished 
for want of the common necessaries of 
life, and, too probably, in a noisome pri- 
son ; whilst that fond mother had yielded 
her whole subsistence to a designing mon- 
ster, throngh maternal anxiety to learn the 
fate of her poor brother and herseif; and 
all this proved a climax to suffering sym- 
pathy, too mighty for Rosabella's to endure 
with that degree of stoicism she had pro- 
mised. 

The soothing tones of her pitying com- 
panion recalled the tears of our poor 
heroine to an overflo>v ; and now, in 
agonizing grief, she audibly deplored the 
possible fate of her parent and her sister. 

The Abbe knew well how to work upon 
the human heart ; and Rosa's, although a 
most susceptible one, could be soothed 
into imbibing his consolatary hopes, as he 
drew her gently by the magic bands of 
Christian piety, to rest her Standard of 
faith upon the intervention of pitying 
Providence, which had led her to the dis- 
covery of a clew to her mother, through 
the infatuated, and no doubt Heaven- 
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propelled carelessness of that mon»ter of 
ingratitude, to whotn villainy ought to 
have taüght more wary circumspection. 

Although, as to an oracle, Rosabella 
listeaed tö the Abb^ as he led her through 
the päth«: of piety, to the rising ground of 
hope; aild to trust the goodness of the 
pitying Power, that rules our destiny, had 
sent its succouring aid to her afflicted 
mother: yet still the thought of all her 
parent might have endured, ere divine 
interposition yielded her relief, and of au 
she actually had sufiered, ere her heart- 
rending letter had been addressed to the 
diabolical Delany, wrung her writhing 
bosom with such anguish, that only thfough 
the most powerful struggles with her firm- 
ness could she acquire the capability of 
giving even the outline of her infant iiisu- 
lation, as related by Mrs. Cormack to Lady 
Derville and to herseif. 

These facts, though succinctly told by 
our agitated heroine to her sympathizing 
auditor, bore instant conviction to his 
penetrating mind, of his young companion 
being the identical Rosabella, so crueDjr 
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wrested from her wretched mother ; and 
nowall kindaiudety, tiiat not ODe unnece»* 
sary moment should be allowed Interven- 
tion, until some plan was adopted fbr con- 
veying every possible consolation to the 
unfortunate Duchess di Soria, he decided 
upon their immediate return to the Abbey, 
to commence the delicate taak of revealing 
to Lady Agatha the fortunate clew, so 
providentialiy tbrown into their hands« 

And no individual could have been 
better adapted to such a task than the 
Abb6 Nugent. He revealed the impor- 
taut discovery to Lady Agatha, without 
the subjugation of her faculties ; and gave 
the cup of consoiation to her thirsting lip, 
in the belief that now power would be 
given to her repentant heart, to evince 
her penitence for past cruelty, without 
the overthrow of her reason in her almost 
maddened joy : and, ere the agitated 
trio separated for a sleepless night, every 
arrangement was in train, to the aoiaze^ 
ment of the uninformed household, some 
individual of whom, the Abb^ thought it 
"probable, ipight be on a good under* 
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Standing* with the villanous Delany, for 
a prompt departure to the Netberlands. 
For although he had proposed, as the. 
most expeditious method of conveying 
consolation to Lady Rosalvina, setting 
out alone to seek her, no argument 
could induce Lady Agatha to subscribe 
to the proposition ; since in the indefinite 
period ere she might hear from him, sus- 
pense would annihilate her, to the pre- 
vention of her last moments being cheered 
by the forgiveness of her child. 

And to Rosa also she predicted annihi- 
lation, in such a protraction of suspense ; 
and therefore she would undertake the 
anxious and fatiguing journey herseif 
She would herseif, as some expiation of 
her cruelty, rescue her fatally neglected 
child, not only from the miseries of 
poverty and insulatip^ , but from the 
horrors of impending and uncertain war- 
fare : for as the sanguinary leader of the 
fonnidable host of Europe's disturbers 
was yet at Paris, and bis fearful legions 
not yet assembled in füll force upon the 
frontiers, she doubted not there being 
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sufficii^nt time to eflfect all her am^xious 
wisbes» ere the impending hostilities could 
eommenoe. 

Njßitber would Lady Agatha agree to 
any applieatioR being made to Mrs^ Kil- 
bni$e : fbr as Lord Montalbert now was 
unked' to Lad^ Meliora^ Ros»^ no langer 
^b tbe necessity «^ withboldiiig such an 
an^lioation, since stie tretnbled^ lest the 
viUaJnous Dekny should^ be in the confi*^ 
dence of tbis unsuspecting simple w^an ; 
and by bis machinations raise up any 
barrier to iinpede her fondly eherished 
conviction of Rosabella being the lost 
R^sabella of her fämily» fo short, she 
imbibed suspicton of the fideUty of every 
one but the Abb6 Ntigent and our heroine^ 
and of every thiiig, but that Rocia^was the 
chil(]^ of Captain and Lady RosalVina 
Wöodville. 

Utadisr tibi» naturally, altllQiigh unjustly^^ 
cherished'^Hspiolon of her household, Lady- 
Agatha would^ not permit any of the do* 
mesttcs tO' be ihförmed whither she was 
going, or tbe cause of her sudden ffight 
fhnn home-; and none were allowed to 
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had lived with her forty years, and had 
taken most sensibly to heart the obduracy 
evinced to Lady Rosalvina ; and the Swiss 
valet of the Abb^» who had never for- 
9ak&i his maBter dnring all the perils thot 
enconqiassed him in- the age of terror, nor 
throogh all the yeaj» of lüisfortune he had 
known. 

About^tfae middle of the day sueeeeding 
tiie most providentially directed discovery 
made by Rosabella, our anxious travellers 
commenced their long, fktiguing, and im«- 
portant joumey. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Lady Agatha could not proceed more 
tban fifty or sixty miles each day, and 
twice on their thus protracted progress to 
Ramsgate was compelled to the rest of a 
wbole day ; bat without her beifig subdued 
by her anxiety or fatigue, they at length 
reached that place, where, as regulär 
packets were oqce more established, no 
material delay occurred, ere they &ailed 
with an auspicious wind, and landed in 
perfect safety at Ostend. 

Our poor love-lorn heroine had, with 
every laudable exertion, kcpt her feelings 
completely in subjection, to support and 
cheer the spirits of the long miserable pe- 
nitent Lady Agatha; but the moment she 
landed on that soil, where, in fondest ex- 
pectation» she trusted she was to embrace 
for the first time in maturity a mother, 
and inhaled that air her flutiering heart 
whispered was impregnated with the breath 
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of tender kindred, all her counterfeit sem- 
blance of composure vanished ; her vary- 
ing cheek betrayed the changing tints of 
mental conflict ; her tremulous frame, hei^ 
abstracted manner, her faltering voice, 
her quivering lip, and tearful eyes, an^ 
nounced how her susceptibilities were af^ 
fected; and proclaimed to the alarmed 
Lady Agatha and the pitying Abbe, how 
fatally to.this long estrahged chtld must 
any disappointment terminate. 

The prompt and touching alteration in 
the aspect of our heroine seemed at once 
to inspire her aunt's exertion, for getting 
forward with the powers of renovated 
youth ; for not one hour would she yield 
to unnecessary rest, during all the way 
from Ostend to the spot of their anxious 
-destination. 

In the happy country of Britain, where 
the dwelling of the subject is sacred from 
an inquisitorial register of police, it might 
have proved a much more tediou^ process 
than the Abbe found it, to trace Qut two 
indigent sttangers in an obscure lodging. 
But the Abbe Nugent knew what means 
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he was to adc^t for the Information he re- 
quired; and, the moment he established 
Lady Agatha, and our dreadfully agitated 
heroine, at Beüetme^ in the Ftace JRojfak^ 
he lost not a moment in making his apt- 
pUcation to the first officer of police. 
Having some slight acquaintanee with the 
mayor, Le Baron Hooqvorst, the most 
prompt attention was paid to bis inquiries; 
and in a yery short period, the Dachess 
and Lady Constantia di Soria he fonnd 
wem still in Brüssels, and obtained a guide 
to the very apartment wkdch tfaey inha- 
bited. 

But, ere the good AbbI proceeded with 

his guide to the Rue , in eager anxiety 

to convey the happy intelligence that 
those they sought were found, he hastened 
to Bellevue, to the painfuUy agitated rela^ 
tives of the unfortunate Rosalvina, to 
whom the satisfaction beaming from his 
eyes and smile proved the harbinger of 
good tidings; when Rosa, bursting into 
tears, exclaimed*-^ 

*• You havc heard of them !*' 

" I have.— They are BtiU in Brüssels; 
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but iBrbetlier in faealth or otherwise, I hsvt 
yet to learn : therefore collect your ürm*^ 
ness, I implore you both, my dear friends^ 
smce yet we know not af all » to proi^ a 
{dain of joy before us/' 

Rosagrasped InB'band in hers^ pressed 
st to her qoaverifBLg ups iai grateAil semibi# 
üty» tfaen tiirew her «rms around tbe heck 
of Lady Agatba, land mingled v^iäk her 
aunt's her tears of joy and fear. 

The Abb^ moAt no longer ^pansie^ but 

hastened with bis guide to tbe Rtie ■ » 

w]iere he 'WUs coiMlacted to so spacioas a 
dwelliag for the Duckets di Sotia's, that 
tine |;ood Abb^ tirith a bolmding beart of 
joy, conceived at mice tbat her prospecti 
had brighten^d by tfae snn of praspe)v)tts 
txansitton. But soon that hope was blighted» 
when gwded by redity througfa many limg 
and dreary passages^ and by a witiding 
staircase up into the roof of thi^ large edi^ 
&;e, wherey upon bis conductor knocking 
at the door of a Chamber, and announcinj^ 
respectfuUy, that a friend of Maäame Ul 
Dtichesse ivished for the honöur of an m^ 
terview» the Abb^ was admicted itito a 
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large apartment, in a sloping roof of Flem- 

ish architecture, the furtiiture of which 

Struck him at one glance with sad convic- 

tion of how afflictingly the fortunes of the 

inhabitants must have fallen ; and where, 

at the door, stood in trembling agitation 

to receive him, the once transcendently 

beautiful Rosalvina,— now changed to a 

spectral appearance by sorrow and adver- 

sity. ' .^ 

The manners and address of the Abbe 

Nugent were resisdessly conciliating, and, 

in one moment, the Duchess feit firm con- 

yiction^ that in him she beheld ingenuous- 

nessj and, in all the wild tumult of feeling 

the sudden transition from despair to hope, 

which this belief awakened, she conjured 

him « to teil her, — although the glad 

«ound might annihilate her senses — at once 

to teil, had she one friend upon the surface 

ofthe earth?'* 

*' My dearest madam/* said the bene- 
yolent Abb6, taking her band with sooth* 
ing kindness, *« be composejj— be com- 
forted, atid doubt not yoiir having many 
friends, could they trace your abode, as I 
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have been led to do, at the earnest request 
of a lady in Yorkshire :— a friend — a relative 
of yours,— Lady Agatha Fitzmaurice, who 
sent me to protect you for her, and to pro* 
vide you with every comfort.'* 

*' Lady Agatha Fitzmaurice ! !" the 
Duchess exclaimed, in a piercing toneof 
almost frantic joy — " Oh ! then, she does 
relent, and I shall find balmsibr the pre- 
servation of my child/* 

And now the Duchess di Soria flying to 
ä couch where, in a recumbent posture, 
reclined the form of a once lovely girl of 
sixteen, emaciated to a phantom for pity 
to deplore ; and sinking down on her 
knees by her daughter, endeavoured to 
articulate a thanksgiving ; but yet her 
amazed senses could not cpncentrate, and 
almost wandering from their boundaries, 
she exclaimed, in tones torturing to the 
Abbe's feeling heart to hear — 

" This, this^ is my child, sir !— the last 
of three cherubs my hapless destiny has 
spared to me, — and famine and sorrow are 
wresting her, in their ruthless grasp, fj^^^ 
my desolated arms.— Look, look on^ her ! 

r 5 
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— *Behold'this sad, sad, phantom of foniier 
loveliness !-*-See my blighted fiower» sup« 
ported for the last few weeks by the ma* 
nual labour of a hoary-headed vassal of 
her father's. Oh! poor faithfiil Rinaido, 
how has he toiled for you, my child! — 
But such sustenance as he could yield us 
eould not sustain the drooping blossom; 
and, although I parted with all tbings but 
our necessary clothing,-*-yes, even to the 
fatal ring that bound me to her father, yet 
all-~all availed not^ and, as I have lost 
through my ruthless destiny my Wood- 
vill^'s babes, so I »hall lose this traft- 
sure." 

The highly agitated Lady Constantia, 
unequal to more than feeble exertions, yet 
contrived to raise herseif up, and threw 
herseif upon her mother's bosom, imploring 
her not to fear, but, through the blessing 
of pitying Heaven, she should be spared 
to her -, and this tender sympathy in feel- 
ing caused the most «alutary efiect ;— the 
duchess burrt into an overflow of tears, 
which {MTomptly restored ' her faeulties to 
the power of exertion, when sbe sapceeded 
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in her endeavouis to make inqiriiy for the 
health ^ Lady Agatha* 

To thecie inquiries, the Abb6 replied» 
without aUowing it to appear to this too 
nearly subdued sufferer that her repentant 
aunt was yet in fousseh« But to yield her all 
the comfort of firm reliance upon the re«* 
stored aifection and favour of Lady Agatha^ 
he infermed the duchess of the death of 
Father O'Blaze^ and of the consequent 
si^ening ef Lady Agatha's heart to her } 
her bitter contrition, and anxious but 
fruitless inquiries after her fate, which 
had at l^igth been almost tniraculously 
revealed to her, aod which had caused her 
ladyship's hurrying htm off to Brussels^*^ 
he now being the $ticces&or of Father 
O'Bkuze-^to relieve herfrom the distressea 
the treacherous Delany had involved her 
in, and to bring her and Lady Constantia 
to her open arms» 

The Duchess di Soria was sensibly af- 
fected at all the Abb6 now communicated^ 
and, whilst she wept, repeatedly aspirated 
her pious thanks to Heaven» for this mira^ 
enlous interposition of its Divine Provi- 
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dence, for the restoration of Lady Agatha'» 
favour; but at length an appalling fear 
assailed her, and she exclaimed— • 

" O, sir, I fervently hope, my restora^ 
tion to my dear aunt's favour depends not 
upon any stipulation relative to my apos- 
tasy ; for I can never, never, give up the 
faith of Woodville, — although I, alas! did, 
his name — but that heait rending abdica* 
tion was inflicted, to rescue his childrea 
from famine, and all those horrors of po« 
verty, which for the second time has 
surrounded me. In stem judgment for 
that unnatural dereliction of his honoured 
as adored name, his babes were torn from 
my desolated arms : — and this child, sir,-— 
this solitary treasure, is of Woodville's 
faith : —from conviction, I carefuUy reared 
her in itj and no pleading of interest, I 
feel assured, will ever make her a proselyte 
to any other.** 

*' Never V said I-ady Constantia, firmly 
— " Never ! — As I have lived in the bosom 
of my mother, I will die in that of her 
church.'* 

*' You have nothing to apprehend upon 
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that subject/' the Abb6 replied, " Con» 
victioD of the unchristianity of bigotry 
has happily altered the opinions of Lady 
Agatha; and you will now find her an 
humble emulator of the Great Master/' 

The Abbe expressed bis anxiety to re- 
move the duchess and her daughter to 
apartments more appropriate to their rank, 
and conducive to health and comfort; 
Vfhen the former told bim, " that, in the 
very house she was in, there were excel« 
lent apartments unoccupied at that mo* 
ment ; as the alarming approach of war«- 
fare had sent an English family, who had 
inhabited them for some months, the pre- 
ceding day to Anwerp ; and, as the pro- 
prietor of the house, — lately come into 
possession of it, upon the death of her late 
savage landlord, — had permitted her to 
remain unmolested in her garret, she 
therefore thought gratitude ought to lead 
to her remaining in his premises, if possi«» 
ble, when she became possessed of means 
to pay him rent/' 

The Abb6 Nugent perfectly agreed with 
her in this sentiment of gratitude, and 
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conceived there would be conveoiieiice 
also in it» as Lady Constantia appeaped to 
him in too feeble a State to sustain, without 
perily the fatigue of a removaU untii re- 
cruited by nutritious food — and now, as«- 
suring tbe duchess he would be prompt in 
bis retum ta her, he took leave, to arrange 
with the ]andIord for her better accommo* 
dation ; and anxious, not only to relieve 
the agonizing tortures of incertitude bis 
friends at Belkvue were enduring» but ta 
procure some cordial kind of nourishtnent 
for the £Bimished duchess and her child. 

Upon the Abb6's appltcation to the land* 
lord, he found not only ample and com* 
fortaMe accommodation for the duchess» 
but also for Lady Agatha and her es^ 
tablishment, which he hesitated not in* 
stantly to engage, althoogh tbe term the 
landlord chose to let it for far exceeded 
the time, he tnisted, they would he de« 
tained in the Netherlands. The benevo-' 
lent Abbe then hastened to Belletme, where, 
the moment he entered the apartments of 
Lady Agatha, his countenance proved the 
herald of the commingiing of good and bad 
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he bad to CQsimumcate» which he 
with all the kind c$,\üiou bis sympathy in» 
spired. 

His interesting commuiiicatioQB ended, 
the Abb6 added, <**that^ although he had 
taken apartments for Lady Agatha and her 
suite, io the same house with the ducbesa» 
yet he must advise for her ladysfaip and 
party to remain where diey were for a 
couple of days at least, to allow that time 
for the unfortünate sufferers to recover the 
effect of this unexpected sunbeam break« 
mg into their misery's dark gloom» which 
might otherwise subdue them ; aml) be- 
sddes, he thought it would require füll that 
time, ere he cotüd venture to disclose that 
Lady Agatha had thoughts even of Coming 
herseif to Brüssels/* 

Her ladyship subscribed to this advice 
unmurmuringly, because she feit both its 
force, and füll conviction that she could 
^ot sustain the tortures of an interview, 
whilst Symptoms of the dire poverty, which 
her cruehy had allowed her poor KosaU 
vina to fall into, were so manifest in the 
aspect of the poor sufferers, a& now sbe 
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feared they were, But Roi^bella, panting 
to behol(l a mother — to see for the first 
time, since memory held its traces in her 
brain, individuais, dear as kindred bonds 
could make them, feit murmurs at her 
heart; and, whilst in appearance she ac* 
quiesced, she wished for power to make 
the precepts of prudence and dictates of 
affection coalesce. 

The Abb^, having obtained jelly, wine^ 
and some light bread, in the hotel of Belle^ 
tme^ hasten ed back to the Rue , at- 
tended by bis faithful Swiss, to leave in the 
Service of the duchess, to relieve her faith« 
ful Castiiian from every toil ; and soon the 
happy transition was effected, of establish* 
ing the duchess and her drooping child 
in apartments, which'proclaimed that their 
rescue from famine and misery was no 
deluding dream. 

As the day drew near its close, Lady 
Agatha, so long entombed within the soli- 
tary quietude of Black Friars Moat, found 
the bustle of a hotel, thronged with con* 
centrating warriors, too much for her 
nerves to sustain i and led her to articulata 
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ä wish her heart liad conceived, for an im« 
mediale removal firom the Place Royale; 
sinee, according to the Abbe's description 
of the residence of her dear Rosalvina, she 
coiüd» with her small suite, find accommo«* 
dation beneath the same roof, without her 
poor child knowing it, until prudence re- 
moved the inderdict to their meeting* 

The Abb6, well aware of how ungeniai 
a hotel must prove to Lady Agatha's comi^ 
fort, and fuUy assured, fröm the formatiott 
of the spacious and widely extending 
dweliing she wished to remove to, that 
Jier being in the same house could be ef^ 
iectually concealed from the duchess^ 
tnade no objection to the measure. Rosa 
iieard of this prompt removal with the 
fnost sincere joy ; for, independent of the, 
anxiety of her panting heart for proximity 
to her parent and sister, and, by stratagem, 
to obtain even a covert glance at them, 
she foutid her residence at Bellcvue me- 
nacing peril to her eager wish for con> 
cealment from the recognition of the few 
individuais in the world whö knew her. 

When our sorrgw-stricken heroine un- 
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hesitatmgly and eagerly accompanied 
Lady Agatha upon this anxioin jf xpedi* 
ticm, her every thought was devoted ta 
the object of Unding her mother and sister^ 
and faaving them rescaed from die rutfaless 
fangs of poverty» and restoved to friends» 
protection, and afflnence; and, not untä 
the fbnd hc^e of her panting solicitude 
iras thas iar realized, did lier nind revert 
to Üke complete State of emergence she now 
atood in at the £rst hatel in Brasaris, the 
nUying point of an asaembling army, com«^ 
mensurate in magnitude to the itnportance 
of the cause it was concatitrating to sup» 
port. In this coUecting legion of war«- 
riors, could she doubt the hero Montalbert 
would be convened? And, although her s»- 
crifice to gratitude had been completed bj 
his Union with her friend, and, therefore^ 
upon gratitude's account, her sequestra^ 
tion was no longer necessary; yet, upofn 
her own, her fluttering heart told her, that 
concealment was yet essential; since, to 
behold Lord Montsdbert, her fortitude was 
not yet suffioiently in force: — to behold 
Lord Montalbert amongst those hastening 
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to the dire uncertain conflict, menacing 
him with the death of the brave, could not 
be sustained by her without a subjugation 
of her firmness inimieal to that conceal« 
ment of the jtrue State of her affectioDs,^ 
whic^ every- feeling of prc^ety com. 
msüided hw to effibctt 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

At the close of evening, Lady Agatha 
and her small suite quitted the animated 
scene of Bellevue for the sombre residence 
of the Duchess di Soria, which her now 
painfuUy agitated ladyship was charmed 
with, because its gloom, its long passages, 
and winding staircases, reminded her of 
her home: and the atleast equally agitated 
Rosa thought not of its cheerless aspect ; 
she only considered the advantages to be 
derived from the house standing in a 
walled garden, as it would aid in her own 
concealment, and prove salubrious to the 
dear relatives she panted to behold. 

Immediately upon the removal of the 
providentially rescued mother and child 
to their new apartments, the iattentive 
Abb^ brought an English physician of 
some eminence, whom he long had known, 
and had accidentally encountered at BeUC" 
Vucy to Visit Lady Constantia, whom he 
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pronounced standing on the verge of a 
decline» if not already under its fatal in« 
fluence : but that he could not yet decide 
with absolute certainty the exact State of 
the case, since want of nutritive food, and 
other essentials to a delicate Constitution, 
reared in the lap of hixüry, had fearfully 
reduced her to a State of weakness, that 
could not have contended against many 
more days of poverty, and now demanded 
every exertion to counteract. 

Amongst other prescriptions of Doctor 
Healy, he ordered a careful nurse to be 
provided for Lady Constantia, to sit by 
her pillow during the night, to give her an 
anodyne or nourishment every hour ; to. 
take which, she must even be awakened ; 
so much more essential he deemed them 
for her than the balm of sleep; for of this 
restorative her frame required no payment 
of arrear, since the last week she had 
passed in an almost uninterrupted doze. 

The duchess was little less subdued by 
limine than her mwe weakly child ; but,. 
as to her sleep was deeply in arrear, — 
having long kept vigil by the pillow of her 



daughter, brooding a&d weeping over dfirc 
miseries, which seemed drawing towanls 
their close in death,*— Doctor Healy eonsi^ 
dered an opiate necessary for her; Bor 
\irould he hear of the resumption of her 
post as nurse to her interesting ConstaBtia, 
until she should herseif he sufficiently re-> 
cruited, to permit her doing so without 
peril, , 

This arrangement being made knoiim to 
the anxious Rosabell^ she desired an in- 
terview with the mirse, ere her care of 
Lady Constantia shouid commence ; and^ 
00 the Abb^ oonduded she merely wanted 
to make some pramise of further remune«> 
ration if she pmformed her düty, he matde 
no objeetion to a Conference, whieh' termi- 
aated in* the gratification o# Rosa^' eager 
ymh : for the nurse^wifö to aBHtis&r so!- 
dier billeted in« the^ very honse,-— through 
the influence of gold, readily'eanneiiitotbe 
propesition of yielding her noeltimsd' vigil 
to our heroine; and, accordin^ to their 
arrangement,. Bosa assumed tiie nigfat 
dothing of the mirse^ whe |^dly* 
to the oamfort^ of tepose. 
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It is totally itnpossible for our pen to 
portray the sensations, which fiiled every 
throbbing puhe in the susceptible heart of 
Rosabella, when, with tremulous step% 
she entered the Chamber of her mother, 
from whose tender encircling arms cruelty 
had tom h^- so many years since; — a mo^ 
ther, whose image the painful lapse of time 
had effaced eveiy trace t>f from the tablet 
of her laemory ^ — that mother, whose tones 
had long ceased to vibrate their sadljf 
sweet Sounds on her retentive ear ^ yet of 
whom remembrance still cherished- in af- 
fection's rieh treasury a hoarded störe of 
unvanquishable löve : — that mother was 
no w in. the awful semblance of deatb, pale 
and attenuated by grief and poverty, under 
the influence of a powerfol opiate^ in pro- 
found repose. 

With. ai heart almost bounding from hec 
bosom, Rosa approached the bed of her 
sleeping mother ; and whae the curtams 
were unclosed she took her agitated Sta- 
tion, with reverence, to contemplate- the 
unconmöus tesant«^to aspirate prayer» 
far her ftiture health and^ happiness» and 
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to weep the tender emotions of her mental 
rapture, until from this fond position she 
was summoned by the gentle voice of her 
sister, calling softly from another bed, 
". for nuröe to come and raise her pil- 

The first address of so near a relative to 
her, who so long had known no kindred to 
accost her, sent at once its Innovation of 
tender delights through the susceptible 
feelings of Rosabella's bosom ; and might 
have subdued her powers of action^ had 
not the great iraportance of self-possession 
held its recollection in her wakeful me- 
mory, and led her to the most determined 
exertions for the preservation of her firm- 
ness. 

** Ohr^ exclaimed the grateful Con- 
stantia, the moment her pillow was im- 
proved in comfort, by a sisters band. — 
** O, my good.nurse! yoii have now made 
it as easy for me, as if it had been setUed 
by mama herseif/* 

In a few moments more Constantia in- 
quired, ** Was her mother sieeping as if 
her.slumber was refreshing to her?** aod 
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upon Rosa's replying, although she uttered 
in a corresponding low tone, her sister 
hastily drew her curtain aside, and eagerly 
demanded, ** Who answered me ?** and 
upon Rosa's still more cautiously delivered 
response, announcing "that she had,'*— 
Constantia said, 

^^ I suppose my head is wandering again; 
as it has lately sometimes done afler a 
loiig sieep ; for indeed I thought it was- 
my mother. The tones sounded like her 
sweet accehts." 

Rosabella performed her voluntary task 
through the' night, with all the tender so- 
licitude of watchful care, which affection 
only can inspire ; and at the appointed 
hoür'of caution in the morning, the nurse 
resumed her Station, and Rosa retired to 
her bed, to take, if the State 6f her mind 
would permit it, an hour's repose, ere she 
arose to per form through the day her at- 
tentive soothiog duties to her self-upbraid- 
ing aunt. 

When Doctor Healy arrived at noon, 
he perceived an efFort at approach to im- 
provement in both mother and child, 

VOL. V. G 
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ihat warrafit^d a ütHatiemtian of bi!» plans 
fyt thek restoratioQ) which he feh assur-* 
^ would not be n^id ; and, amcmgst 
tbe intiumerable questions he "put to Lady 
CoDBtantia waa, ** how the soldier's wife 
performed?** 

" To a miracle during the n%ht, Sir/' 
sbe replied ; ^ für tben sfae was, like ma- 
Ina, all vigilance, tenderness, and care — 
SdakiBg medftcine aüd fbod alike pakttable 
to me, and disaxming tiie liltle caprioes of 
illness by the magic of her kindnesa, until, 
by BiidTning» she all at once be<iame tired 
and sleepy; ai>d then she changed into 
every tiiing difierent front what the night 
had fonnd her/' 

For fbur successive iiights Rcöa took her 
»nxious Station by the pillow of her un* 
conscmus sister, withöut allowing b^r feel- 
ings to betray her ; and each succeediDg 
morning the same aecount was given t^ 
Doctor Healy by Lady Constantia, of the 
extraordinary difference she marked in her 
mtrse through the dead hours of n]ght> and 
from the dawn of morning. 

^'But whatever cause« this remarkidMit 
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change/' added Constantia, to her accoant 
of her fburth night, ^' it is singularly for* 
tunate far me ; since, had she proved the 
same sort of being in the night she does in 
the day, I sfaould have been dead by thi« 
time.*' 

The soldier's wife now entering the 
room, Doctor Healy inquired how it was 
she contmed to be m much more alert 
in her nocturnal watch, thsm in her day at- 
tendance ; wben the poor woman's 9tam^ 
mering replies, strengthening the sus* 
picions whidb the Doctor entertained, of 
her animating her facuhies through the 
night by exhilarating cordials, the fumes 
of which caused her stopefaction by day ; 
led him on to put such puzzling questioas 
tothe simple \roman, as she had not wit to 
parry ; and at length drew out the ccm^ 
fesston of her not being the night nurse. 

** Then who," he angrily demanded, 
*^ have you dared to transfer tlmt impor- 
tant tadc to, unautborised by me?'* and 
the Abb6 Nugent, who was preseot, and 
equally dispieased at such a measürej 
desired to know who had acted fbr her. 
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** You need not be so angry, gentlemen/' 
the trembling nurse replied, '* since it is 
one a deal eqiuiller thsn the likes of me ; 
for it is a lady» your honours, almost as 
young, and quite as beautiful, as Lady 
Stantia herseif." 

The effect of so many nights of anxious 
vigil had made its traces upon the aspect 
of poor Rosabella too conspicuously, not to 
have been observed with concern by the 
Abb6, although he could not divine the 
cause i but fresh in his memory, he was 
not slow in identifying this tender nurse öf 
Lady Constantia ; and whilst his heart was 
paying its tacit tribute to this new testi- 
mony of the perfections of his young fa- 
vourite's mind, the grateful and amazcd 
mother and child implored him to find 
out this benevolent young lady for them, 
to make their acknowledgments for such 
unparallelled humanity ; and their suppli- 
cations for changing her hours of charity's 
Visitation, to the less fatiguing to her, and 
and inore gratifying to them, of day. 

The Abbe found himself compelled to 
^se compliance with their request» 
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although convinced he could have but 
Utile Chance of succeeding, without hazard- 
ing a premature discovery, which he feared 
the Duchess was not yet able to sustain ; 
fbr he could not suppose the finnness of 
our heroine equal to bear her through an 
interview with her mother, without her 
tender susceptibility betraying her. 

But to the Abbe Nugent's amazement, 
Rosa shrunk not from an immediate intro- 
duction ; for her anxious wish to behold 
her mother unobserved — to speak to her — 
to be addressed^by her-^to yield tender 
Services and attentions to her, — ^led hec 
to build faith on her own firmness, which 
he» a more competent judge of human na- 
ture than she could be, scarcely gave 
credit to« Yet he had seen her exertions 
upon many. points far surpassing all he 
could have fbrmed expectations of, from 
her youth, her sex, and sensibility ; and as 
her assurances of maintaining her self-pos- 
session through the interview were given 
unfalteringly, he hastened to prepare the 
Duchess for her visit. 

At length the Abbe returned for the 
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agitated Rosa, who had made eveiy exer- 
tton for giving nerve to her firniness, hy 
dwelling upon the possible consequences 
to the^dear beings she was to be presented 
to, did she allow feeling to betray ber f 
and had succeeded in throwing over her 
a^ect a superficial veil of cotnposure, ere 
she found herseif in the presence of her 
mother. 

The Duchess arose on her entrance, 
and with all the captivarting graces of her 
nature, aided bj all the acquired ones oi 
polished life, was commenctng the am« 
mi^ted ebullitions <^ her gratitode, when: 
Rosa raised her eyes and looked upoi^ her 
ittother ; and althoogh meannig it to {H^ove 
a Stolen glance, the parent caught it, and 
it thrilled like a stroke of electricity to tbe 
b^^^rt of the Duchess, who, uttering a wi^ 
shriek, flew to her child, and grasping her 
by both hands, as she held her at a dis«* 
tance convenient for gaztng upon her face, 
articulated with the catching breath, and 
every visible Symptom of the mpst powerful 
internal agitation — 

" Rosabella ! — It is, it must be my own 
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Rosabella l^^r^Noney ito^ nane^ bot my own 
ciüld, cotikl beam tfaat toucbing took of 
leye at me ! Noi>e could counterfeit that 
foolt!--^it was hef fiither*«-^ — ^it was th« look 
her joung afiection alwajs beamed.on me^^ 
mkI tinie hoB. not effiiced that tend^r affec* 
tion ; for its genuine ray comes rdlected 
iVom her heart through the eyes cmP mj 
cbild/* 

Rosa tumed her glance. upon the Abb^ 
to supplicate advice ; and the Duchesa 
more vehemeittiy ccmtinued*— 

^* Wül jou nfit speak ?-crrShall I not again 
hMT the Yoioe of my daxUng ?<^-*Will yon 
not teil me yoa are my cfaild l — bat that 
j€U need not. Trnie bas.too littLe dianged 
your infant beauties for the retentive me- 
moiy of an adoring mother, not to pro- 
fiQWMce you her own Roaabelia WoodviUe*'' 

Kosa sunk from her nKrther's grasp upon 
her knees be&re her, and the Duchess feil 
on the bosom of hdr long lost chÜd, with 
every ßiculty suspended by conviction'f 
joyful tumult. > 

The pitying Abbe now aided the ahnost 
«ubdued ÜQsab^Ua in raifiing her moth«r 
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to a sofa, whcre they used every restora- 
tive they could find for her recovery, and 
at length with effect ; when the Duchess 
unclosing her beautiful eyes, they rested on 
the weeping Rosa, and from a sympathetic 
torrent, she found prompt relief. And 
now she shed her flowing tears of matemal 
sensibility upon the bosom of her child, 
until another.tender claimant importuned 
to share in the embraces of a mother and 
a sister. 

Lady Constantia, who for weeks had 
been able only to move from her bed to a 
couch, even with support, had now, through 
the invigorating power of natural afiection, 
glided to the arms of those whose caresses 
she fondly coveted. 

The Abbe now withdrew, to convey to 
the painfully anxious Lady Agatha inteUi- 
gence of the important discovery having 
been happily made; and in a very few 
moments succeeding bis departure» the 
tgitated mother, eager to hear the voice 
of her restored treasure, implored her to 
teil where, and by what blessed beings, she 
^'*d been preserved and reared. 
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Thus called upon, the before . glowing 

heart of Rosabella was chilled by the icy 

grasp of painful apprehension ; for al* 

tfaough circumstances had yielded evidence 

almost positive of her being the long es- 

trangedchildof the individual, whose arms» 

in tender afiection, now encircied her 

neck, yet it was possible the tale of her 

insulation s he had to unfold might prove 

her not the Rosabella, who had been 

wrested from the Duchess di Soria : but 

hy the first few sentences she uttered^ im* 

parting the day and year her mother and 

the Spaniard had entered the King Wil- 

liam's Head at Donaghadee, and the oc- 

currences there, every doubt was hap» 

pily terminated; since all was registered 

on the heart of the DuchesSj and of 

their authenticity there held füll re"* 

cord. 

It was only the important occurrences, 
attendant upon her cruel depbsit at Do* 
naghadee, from the legends of Mrs. KiU 
bride, that Rosa recounted circumstan» 
tially : — the subsequent events of her life 
called for only a brief outline at presenti 

G .5 
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bat even that tbe Ducbess could not listen 
to, without the most touchiog emotion of 
varied foeling ; and often through the in<- 
tereiting detail her hands were raised with 
her Streaming eyes to Heaven, invokingf 
every blessing upon the head of Ladj 
Derville for the preservation of her child, 
and for rearing her in innocence, and in the 
sphere in which ahe had foeen born. But 
her tears became those of bittemesS) when, 
through the whole of thi» recital> ahe found 
no mention made by Rosa of her brother j 
and when in an agony of affliction she 
alluded to this sad confirmation to her 
fears relative to her son, Rosa reminded 
her, how impossiblo^from the drcumstances 
attendant upon her insulatioi), without the 
clew e ven of her family name, to guide her 
to any relative, she should traee any in- 
formation of her brother; yet even alone 
in the world, as she had been, she had 
heard from the unfortunate Antonia the 
preceding year, that he was living, and an 
honour to his family/ 

The cheering influenae this intelligence 
conveyed was hailed as a sunbeam to the 



long ehilkd beart of 9 despainog mothof» 
and €h€rished there with a hope of yet 
embracing him ; and, a» he had beea old 
enougb, when tom from her ipaternal 
arms, to know bis family oonnexions^ even 
was the story of Antonia untrue, of his 
having been gent to bis uncle by the Duke 
di SoFia, she trusted that he had made him«* 
seif known to some of them, of wbom, 
when she arrived in England, she might 
obtain a clew to find him. 

TheDuchess now in her turn gav^ abrief 
sketch of her unfortunate life, to her niew* 
ibund treasure ; but, although eventful and 
interesting, our narrative already exceedip 
ing the boundarie» of our expectations, wt 
cannot transcribe it in its füll extent for our 
readers, who already know sufficient of her 
bistory, to allow of a few particulars only 
being neceesary to complete their informa» 
tion upon the 8ubject. 

The solitude in which the widowed Ro* 
salvina had been reared, so wholly unfitted 
her for bufifeting the «urges of adversity, or 
tstemming the rough torrents of life in the 
«traits of pove^ty, that when her appeal« to 
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the affection of Lady Agatha. Ktemaurice, 
the justice bf Lord Clanmartyr, and the 
family pride of her late husband's eldest 
brother, for relief to her distresses, proved 
successless ; and when penury, wlth all its 
concomitant horrors, she beheld in fearful 
menace hovering over the heads of her 
children and herseif ; she was impelled by 
the hapless aspect of her destiny, to listen 
to the suit of the Duke di Soiia, then 
making a tour of Britain, who had acci- 
dentally seen her when in her weeds she 
had ventured into the Park with her chil- 
dren to give them air. He, with all the 
romantic gallantry of his country, was 
captivated at first sight, — traced her to her 
obscure lodgings in Pimlico, where a first 
floor being vacant, he secured and occu- 
pied it; and.from thence he hourly as- 
sailed her through every Channel with love 
epistles of the most honourable form — even 
in the very first of them making her an 
ofier of his band. 

Not one honey-moon had glided over 
the heads of this ill-fated pair, when unfor- 
tunately, in füll belief of the adoring dukü 
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hsvii^ 2tn engagement that would detaiii 
bim from her all the morning, Üie secret 
mourner, Rosalvina, solaced herself with 
a fotid view of treasures, which neithw 
death, time, nor her new marriage, could 
lessen in her estimation — the portrait of 
Woodville, and a lock of his hair. Over 
these her husband, entering her dressing«- 
room unheard by her, absorbed as she 
was in her occupation, caught her weep- 
ing ; and from that fatal momeiit the most 
deadly diabolical jealousy sprang up in his 
bosom, bearing down before it all that ar- 
dent tenderness which had warmed his 
heart ; and, in the first impulse of its in- 
fluence, he snatched the precious relics 
from her band, and, with the phrenzy of a 
maniac, dashed them out of the window 
into the Street. 

The next act of this transit from love to 
cruelty was to bereave the wretched Ro- 
salvina of her boy, whom he seized un- 
known to her ; and whom, as Antonia after- 
wards told her, he carried to the house of 
a brother of Woodville's, then in Jtaly } 
and delivered the trembling child, with a 
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letter, to the care of the hotisek;eep^« iNieti^ 
having previoußty made all'^hls a^flinge^ 
mentSy he carried off the Duch«sstiö a ffew 
hourB after the flame of jealousy had been 
kmdled in his bosom, from liondon to Ire- 
land, there to demand the paynient of hef 
dowryj but the litigatioM relative to the 
true heir to the earldom of Clamnartyif 
had recommenced» and his application of 
eourse proved unsuccessful. 

The Duke di Soria, having determined 
to efface all traces of the Düchess from 
those who might hereafter wiah to seek 
her for the sake of her* son, now having 
finished his business in Ireland, pursued 
the most intricate route he could devise 
from Dublin to Donaghadee, from whence, 
as already stated, he proceeded with poor 
Rosalvina to Portpatrick ; where, in an un- 
guarded moment of her heart's prized 
solace — of weeping over the portrait and 
hair of her Woodville, he discovered she 
had re-pos6essed herseif of them ; and 
then, in the raging phrenzy of his jealousy, 
which bore down every feeling of huma- 
nity within his bosom, he tore tbe affiigbted 
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Rosabella from her wildly shrieking no« 
ther's arms, — who never beheld her mare, 
tintil their fortunate reunion now in Brüs- 
sels. 

With the velocity altnostof anecromancer 
driving his chariot through the air, this 
jealous man, in frantic disappointment, at 
now clearly comprehending the wife he 
adored had only married him for mainte- 
nanee, wbilst her affections vrere buried in 
the tomb of her first husband, hurried his 
heart-wrung Duchess through Scotland and 
England, to Falmouth, ^^here they em- 
barked for hk native country ; and, in due 
time, he plaeed her little less than a State 
prisoner, in his magnificent Castle di 
Soria, in Old Castile,— the Castle of Äor- 
roWj composed of old casUsteel of Mrs. 
Cormack's legend — where, enduring every 
species of domestic misery which a jealous 
tyrant, of a diabolical temper and vindic- 
tive disposition, conid inflict, whilst her 
heart writhed in anguish for the loss of her 
children, nothing could have preserved 
her existence but new maternal ties and 
duties, by the birth of a daughter in aboctt 
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ayear after her unfortunate second mar- 
riage. 

From the birth of Constantia the duke 
relaxed a little in the harshness of his con« 
duct to her mother, but never in his exer- 
tions to prevent the possibiüty of her ef- 
fecting any interc.ourse with her native 
country ; and these exertions led to his 
arbitrary command — of sending the im- 
pöstor Delany from his Castle, ere his 
wounds were cured ; und had Rosalvina's 
mistaken pity sufiered her to comply, she 
would have prevented the villanous mis- 
creant from insinuating himself into her 
confidence, and swindling her out of large 
sums of money he never meant to earoi 
since he then could have relieved her an- 
guished heart by all the information it 
sickened to obtain. 

At length the success of the allied ar- 
mies in Spain became so menacing to the 
cause the Duke di Soria espoused, that, 
fearing the British might make their way 
too near the Castle di Soria, and lead to 
the restoration of the sorrowing Rosalvina s 
6on to her maternal arms,^- since he 
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knew Frederick Woodville had embraced 
the military profession, was in Spain, and 
i^ould no doubt present himself at the 
Castle di Soria, — he sent off his wife and 
daugbter privately from Castile, under the 
escort of Rinaldo, to a Castle of inferior 
strength and cönsequence in the province 
of Alava ; which, at length, was devoted 
by the treachery of the Senechal to pil- 
lage and flames immediately after the me- 
raorable battle of Vittoria. Through the- 
fidelity, courage» and ingenuity of Ru 
naldo, the Duchess and Lady Gonstantia 
effected their perilous escape, and with 
bim fled to Bayotine, where they unfortu* 
nately encountered the miscreant Delany, 
by whose sinister counsel Rosalvina pro- 
ceeded to Brüssels, instead of fulfilling her 
own' wiser iatention of embarking for Eng- 
land, as yet the means Wer e in her power. 
But, ere sbe adopted this luckless measure, 
Rinaldo had qbtained certain intelligence 
of the Duke di Soria having fallen in the 
battle of Vittoria, and of his brother, a 
devoted loyalist, having invested himself 
'with all the posßessiöns.of the Ute Dulje, 
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CHAPTER IX- 

The haptpiness of the lo»g insaUted Rosa- 

bella, in being thu» restored to her only 

flfurviving parent, and such a parent !•*— to 

Barne, to connexioos, and a place in sp» 

^^ty ; and with having provedtbe «Mans^ 

through the mercy of Provideiic©, of lend*» 

ing succour to her mother and siäter ere 

it was too late ; effaced every thought fro» 

her bosom, bat that of h^r gratütude to 

Heaven : and, in th« very ^rst mosnent 

her agitated mother allowed her to dieen* 

gage herseif finom her maternal embraee» 

she flew to the soiitude of her <wn chaoiber) 

there to perform her sacred duty, by the 

pipus ebuUitions of her heart, to the gra- 

Clous Bestower of all mercies. Ere Rosa 

agaiu indulged her panting wisheg to rc- 

«er mother, she sought her conscience- 

fncken aunt, to soothe her 8el£.upbrud. 

»ngs, and convey to her the joyfiä coa- 
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firmation of her beiog indeed the child of 
Lady Rosalvina. 

The Duchess, who, during the absence 
of our heroine, had poured forth the aspi- 
rations of her gratitude for the restoration 
of her long estranged child, had, after the 
Performance of that duty, b^gun to wonder 
what had drawn her Rosabella from her, 
and to murmur at her absence; and th« 
monaent her longing eyes were blessed with 
t^e sight of their coveted treasure again, 
sfae made her gentle upbraidings, by say- 



" Ob, roy child! how often have I 
called upon my Rosabella in vain, and 
»ow the niercy rf Heaven bas restored you 
to me, give not my heart, in one moment 
of unnecessary absence, the terrifying Sen- 
sation of fearing the Messing of your resto- 
ratkm \ras all a vision. — But Rosabella, 
without even the testimony of Mrs. Cor- 
mack, I shoüld have tecognized in you 
my child: no obscurity could have con- 
cealed you from the knowledge of my 
heart; — so little is your countenance 
changed, in its progres^ froiu infancy to 
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maturity ; so striking is your resemblance 
to your father, — for, in . you, live again 
* bis every look, bis every feature * — but, 
I cannot add, * more elegantly toucbed ;' 
for elegance was one of the sweetest en« 
cbantments of bis countenance/' 

" Ah! bappy sister!'* exclaimed Con« 
stantia, in a plaintive voice of almost weep« 
ing sensibility. — " Believe me, I sball not 
love you less, altbougb I cannot but envy 
you in baving had a fatber, wbo tbus so 
fondly endears you to our mother's love :— - 
wbilst mine ! — remembrance of mine, can 
only diminish my motber*s tendemess to 



me," 



<c 



My cbildr* exclaimed tbe Duchessi, 
flying to ber Constantia, and clasping ber 
agitated frame to ber maternal bosom» 
'* believe, tbat notbing can diminisb my 
tenderness for you. — A raotbers love, 
piy Constantia, can never, be diminisbed 
by diversity of demands upon it ; and an 
affectionate parent of twenty cbildren will 
find frora nature's wonderous treasury of 
love a portion for every cbild, equal to 
what an only offspring would awaken/* 
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** Envy me not,'* said Rosa, gently, and 
kindly pressing the band of her weeping 
sister. ** Envy me not the tender tie 
that binds me to our mother's beart ; for 
when that recurs to pain you, remember 
how you have lived in her love, by Infant 
fascinätions twined round her beart; in 
childhood been the object of her sole ma- 
ternal solicitude, and in your riper years 
have been her companion, her friend, her 
cohsolation in affliction ; and, in that re« 
membrance, find conviction of how her 
tenderness must glow for you/' 

" O, I will," exclaimed the weeping 
Constantia,* drawing Rosa to her tender 
embrace ; " and remember, too, how 
sweetly and kindly you have both poured 
balm into my jealous apprehensions." 

The Abbe Nugent, at this moment be- 
came an advocate for admission, to impart 
cautiously to the Duchess, ** that, through 
information he was then in possession of, 
he thought it probaJble she might shortly 
expect to see Lady Agatha Fitzmaurice 
in Brüssels." In the course of the even- 
ing, — ^as Doctor Healy removed the inter- 
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diction to their meeting, tbe painful first 
interview took place ; and, althaugh both 
were sensibly afiected, neithex was sub- 
dued. 

As tbe agitated rapture of RosabeUa's 
mind b^an to traQquillize into the calmer 
feelings of afiection, gratified through coa- 
viction of her motber s preseoce being no 
delusive fancy of a vision ; the hectic of 
delight that mantled her cheek for the 
first two or three days after her restoration 
to her parent, began to fade ; aikl the ob« 
servant Rosalvina, in alarm, awakened to 
a distracting belief ofh«r haviog ouly found 
her child for the new and poighant miseiy 
of mourning over her early tomb« But 
in the replies her tnaternal solicitude drew 
from Rosa, relative to her healtii, the Du- 
chess found suspicions awakened of inaus- 
picious love being the canker, that was 
feeding on h^ lovely blossom ; and nx>w, 
in grief and apprehension, sbe knew not 
which to endeavour, to hasten or retard 
their return to England, as being most ad« 
visable for the peace of her child, 

As Rosabella constantly eraded aü the 
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interrogation« of her motber upon the 

cause of h^r 'quittiug the protection of 

Lady Derville, and going to tbat of a 

stranger, — as Lady Agatha then was to 

her— and that her evasions were accom- 

panied by a degree of painet) emotion, of 

which she could not ef&ct the concßal- 

xaeat ; the anxious parent iiaturaUy con- 

cluded attachment between one of Lady 

Dervüle's grandsons and her child was the 

cause of her banisbment, and of her dejec- 

tioB ; and induced her to ask many ques- 

tions relative to her young companions at 

Slavenswood, which soon ied her to dis- 

Cover tbe tnie object of her child's ij3au&- 

picious passion. 

Of Lord Derville Rosa spoke with a 
degree of calm regard, that promptly told 
her motber be was not the man ; but of 
Charles Monson, with so much affectionate 
iirterest and feeling, that tbe Duchess began 
to pofider, if bere all further inquiry might 
not end ? when Lady Constantia requested 
to bave a descrij^tion of Lady Meliiura 
Monson's parsoia, as well as tnind. 
^' There is ih> langer a Lacjy Meltora 
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Monson: — she, — she is married;'Vin fal- 
tering accents, and in a mournfal cadence, 
Rosa answered. 

** Married ! To whom ?*' 
- " To, — to — Lord Montalbert/* was the 
response of Rosa, delivered in a lowly tre- 
mulous niurmur ; whilst the expression of 
anguish that beamed over her countenance 
at the question, — with the blanched cheek 
and quivering lip which accompanied her 
reply, chased lier mother from the room, to 
weep in solitude for the now too certain 
misery of this adored child. 

Tbe letter of introduction Rosabella had 
borne from Lord Flowerdew to Lady 
Agatha, announced her as the illegitimate 
offspring of the late Lord Derville, &c. — 
and as an unfortunate victim to the trans- 
gressions of her parents, her ladyship had 
received her with pitying kindness. — Now 
this identical Rosabella was absolutely dis- 
covered to be the child of Captain and 
•Lady Rosalvina Woodville ; the story, 
therefore, of the illegitimacy all deceptive : 
and Lady Agatha, writhing in. apprehen* 
sive horror lest this deception had pro- 
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ceeded fit>m>IlosabeIlasiioventtve propen- 
sttied, dummofied the Ducfaess and the 
Abb6 to a private coöference, the morn- 
ing after the former had made her pamfui 
discovery of who was in possession of her 
cfaiid's affisctionS) to lay befere them her 
alarms, and to counsel with them bov^ to 
develope, if Rosa was this defaulter in 
truth. 

** That, I will «take my life, she is not,** 
Said the Abb6, with fervent zeal. •• In 
the ten months I have now been an inmate 
with her in the same dweliing, I have been 
her anxlous» her wary observer;— for so 
niuch of singleness of heart, of ingenuous- 
ness, purity, and every Christian virtuß 
I discovered in her, that in constant alarm 
I watched for the appearance of some mor- 
tal base alloy to the pure ore of her virtues ; 
but in all things I have found her pass the 
ordeal; and unhesitatingly I pronounce 
her heart to be Sterling, and this fabrication 
she is innocent of. Yet, some mystery 
aSsuredly rests upon the cause of her flying 
from the protection of Lady Derville into 
such total seclusion ; and some consequent 

VGL* V. H 
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embarrassment might have impeded tbe 
anxiety of Lord Flowerdew to obtain a 
safe asylum for her in your fatnily ; and 
misapprehension, or necessity, or any thing 
but Miss Woodville's deception, might 
have caused his lordship's misrepresenta-* 
tion to you.** 

Lady Agatha» with whom the Abbe had 
becotne an oracle, instantly imbibed his 
opinion ; whilst the grateful mother feit al- 
most ready to fall prostrate and worship 
him, for his high estimation of her child ; 
and from tbis moment, inspired with firm 
belief of his regard for Rosa rendering 
him worthy of her confidence relative to 
her conviction and apprehensions of the 
State of her daughter's heart» she sought 
the first opportunity to disclose to him all 
her painful observations, for the purpose 
of obtaining his advice upon the best plan 
to pursue for endeavouring to restore the 
blighted happiness of her drooping child. 

The Duchess di Soria could no where 
have found a more sincere sympathizer 
in her distress, for her interesting child» 
than the Abb6 Nugent^ and his sorrow 
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and comtniseration were indeed extreme» 
when he found how hopeless Rosabeila's 
attachment was, since the object of it was 
the husband of another, and a man too, 
whom it was no easy matter to forget : — 
since the Abbe, although he too had been 
long a recluse, yet had access to universal 
knowledge ; and he knew, not only that 
the military exploits of Lord Montalbert 
ranked high in the records of fame, amid 
the heroes of our isles ; but that in the Senate 
his talents reilected lustre on his country ; 
and that in private life his excellence could 
not be surpassed. 

The Abbe, like the Duchess herseif, 
knew of no balm to heal the wounds of 
inauspicious love, but that which piety and 
time distil ; but with a steady eye fixed on 
passing events, he was aware of possible 
consequences ; and it now becäme his 
earnest wish to hasten their return to Eng- 
land : fbr as the myriads bearing arms 
were rapidly assembling around their un-^ 
conquered chief, the Abbfe could not dpubt 
that Lord Montalbert, if not already ar- 
rived, would soori appear amongst the con- 

H 2 



148 ]IOSAJ»LLAt 

centrathig beroes ; sad tshoaid poor Rosa« 
bdla behold faim there awaititig tfae im- 
eertain fate of Che fearftil war&re, ärnt was 
either to eniaiicipate £urope, or fot ever 
ens^ave it, h^ tretxibled for the effect upon 
iMsc<3ptibtlity Ukeber«; and this wi&b^ and 
ifes dctCNkting tnotive, be hesitated not to 
impart to her anxioua mother« 

But Doctor Healy pronounced Ladj 
Goträtantia scarcely yet in a State of sufB- 
cient eonvalescence, to hazard a sea voy- 
äge, and "«rith grief the Abb^ and Duchess 
found tbeir departure for Engknd thus 
necessarily postponed } for with the waiy 
eye of sympathizing solid tude they mark- 
ed, thät while Rosa smiled in affection and 
kindness updn those around her, ivas alive 
to every düty and every demand of ur- 
banity» anticipating every wish of her 
aunt and mother, and attending and de* 
vising amusement for her invalide sister, 
with the most nnabating zeal; her si^s 
stifled as they arose, her fitding form, and 
grief-clad brow, betrayed a sad increa^e of 
mental sufiering. 

And what th^y marked was no ilUisive 
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&ncy. RosabeUa'a mental, ills had pain- 
fuUy iacreased) for altbough she^ n^yer 
went beyond tbe gaid^n . surrounding bef 
abode, yet sbe was iK>t now, a» she had 
been at Ravenswoody.in total ignorance of 
all tbat waa^pasM^g around .her. She knew 
the awfid purpoge was approaching nearer 
every hour^ for whieh the acmed legfonsr pf 
Europa were assembUng j and appreheo«* 
siont for the meaaced safety of Lord 
Moatalbf&rt, and tbe happiness of the sooq 
tooprobatly widowied; Meliorai had fast^ned 
OQ Jben beart ; wbilst he^ bi^thei:« whom «he 
ehissed amoog^t the victime as9Qfnb)ing' Cor 
impei^hig, irnnK^atioDt and Charles.. M(m* 
ton too— ^wbo having so completely bcokea 
trom bondagß to hi^ guardian's power^ aß 
to üy to Paris» she doubted not had enroUt 
|d himself amongst the mustering warrior^ 
■^were ever present to her, fancy, as th«. 
ghastly phantoms of lier appall^d imagina- 
^ion, covered with wounds, Thus in addi- 
tioQ to all that mental anguish, uppn which 
delicacy to her beloved Meliora had. pro- 
i^ounced its painful inti^dict to con6d^oe#^ 
came nöw her direful terrors farhej:: brio^thi^r 
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— smce even to seek the consolation of 
sympathy for his anticipated fate, she 
betrayed not to her mother the intel- 
ligence imparted by Antonia to her, that 
Frederick was a soldien 

At length, painful anxiety to learn the 
regiment her brother belonged to led 
her, through the agency of the soldier*« 
wife, privately to obtain an army list j 
when, after diligent perusal of it, she found, 
as she expected, the name of the Hon« 
Charles Monson as a cornet of cavalry, 
eommission dated the preceding month : 
— but in no rank or regiment could she 
find the name of Frederick Woodville in 
serted; to her other mental miseries now 
was added the torturing apprehension of 
his having already been numbered with 
the _slain, or that Antonia had deceivedk 
her relative to his existence, 

From the time of Rosa's restoration 
to her mother, that adoring parent would 
not permit her sacrifice of rest ; but not 
enduring the idea of her absen(!e one 
moment from her presence, she arranged 
fo? her becoming a sharer of her own bed j . 
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that if her sisfer required her tender Ser- 
vices in the night, she» might be there to 
yield them ; whilst, should any dire fancy 
in troubied visions assail her maternal 
alarms, of the restoration of her child 
being delusion, she might ■ promptly 
£nd the rapturous conviction of its re- 
ality* 

The happy alteration in Lady Constan^ 
tia's Situation promptly evinced so salu- 
tary an efFect, that at length the attendance 
of a nurse at night became unnecessary ; 
the soldier's wife was therefore dismissed* 
In the first arrangement of the family 
for the concealment of Lady Agatha 
being in the same house, each party had 
been established at a distance from each 
other, long passages and winding stair- 
cases intervening between them ; while, 
lest any increase of indisposition should 
assail Lady Constantia in the night, the 
faithfully attached Rinaldo had a Chamber 
appropriated to' him at the extremity of 
the gallery their apartments were in, that 
he might be at band to summon Doctor 
Healy ; and to add every facilitating con* 
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veaience to this arraogemeDf, a Un^ va$ 
placed each night: in this cOrridor» both for 
the use of Rinaldo, and to.yield Ughtto 
those Avho might find cause fbr arousii^ 
him. When the convalescence of Con« 
Atantia led to the diamissaJk of the nurse, 
Rinaldo chase to have thelamp continued^ 
as the dire destruction from which he had 
rescued the Diichess and her child itill 
hauBted bis imagination ; and in fe^rful 
apprehension of tbe Freneb surprJsfQg 
Bnissets^ onder: cx>ve!rt. of. the Bigbty. ho 
wisbediföf this: aidi for the presecvaiti^njof 
those heiaow only: inrish^: foor life.to serviu 

By the arrangemecrt. of the Duchesoi 
io^ her new«found treasare becomiiig tho 
sfiareiiof her bed) poor Rosabella lost ithal 
relief to the sorrows of her heaxt, whid» 
her nights of ^eeping solitude had yield^ 
ed her :— but, althongh tears were tht*5 ne^ 
cessarily prohibited, lest tbey should lead 
to questions upan.their cause, still a sleep- 
less vigil was hers, since grief aiul appre- 
hension. banished re&t. 

In a few irigbts after the dismission of 
tu« nurse, Rosa^ overpoweired by a long 
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arrear . o€: ^eep^ nmik inta a rmomentar^ 
ofaäivion of;ker gm&i; b<iftt alamAiiei^ restingt 
lightly on senses oppressed witb «ornw»^ 
she was sfaortly arouaed from her xepose 
hy a\ Sound ; tbat se6tQ;ed to iasue from 
bduiid tbe ibead of her bed ; and as ctear? 
ly as her awakiog faeolties cosUd poiceive^ 
thersonad rea^oibled that of tbe cautioua 
undrawiBg. of a massy bölt, 

Rosa^ ufMift^recetving. nd rea^oasfi to her 
questioÄ of^ ** dtd you bear ä noise?^' 
found botfai Gompanioiifl of: her cbaznbeif 
were bisried in profound repose; — wben» 
not Mrbtniig .to awake them with aa un- 
necessary alarm, sbe listeoed with apalpi'* 
tating heiart rBtcntly, for sorae snbsequent 
sound* eithen to remove ot confirmi her 
fears ; butinone wa» repeated» tö disturb a 
stillneas profbumd as death« At length, 
4s she anxioasly listenedv another of her 
senses wa» assaikd by apprebension, throiigh 

a streng smell ofjsmothering oil» wbich she 

• 

instantly conjectitred to issue from the 
läinp in the pasaage; .and in. conseqtience 
*bc aroae^ without disturbing her mother, 
^d wrapptDg herseif in her robe de cham* 

H 5 
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ftn?, softly paced her way to remove the 
impedinfvent to tbe lamp's emitting its 
clear safe flame. 

Our heroine having completed this 
rather alarming business, which drew her 
to tbe gallery, returned with the same 
light footfalls to her Chamber ; and, 
gently closing the door, she was proceed« 
ing towards her bed, when her eyes en- 
coüntered the form of a man, colossal 
in stature, a mask concealing bis face, 
beäring in one band a dark lantern and 
a dagger ; and in the moment the appalled 
Rosa beheld bim, he was unclosing the 
curtain of her mother*s bed. 

As this dismaying sight Struck on her 
Vision, the wild shriek of Rosa echoed 
through the room ; with the lightning's 
dart she sprang to shield her mother ; and 
gliding in between the. assässin and the 
Duchess, piercingly exclaimed— 

•* Oh, touch her, touch her not I but 
if you strike her bosom^ itmust be through 
mine you reach my mother's.** 

** Mon Dieu /** the assässin exclaimed,. 
starting a few pace& back, as if a suddeu 
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shock, or some painful amazement had as«- 
sailed him. 

The Duchess and Constantia, both a« 
wakened by Rosa's shriek, now Sprung 
up in their beds, in terror demanded the 
cause of her shriek ; and in augmenting 
terror beheld it. 

*' My mother ! my mother ! Oh» spare 
her, spare her to my prayers !" exclaimed 
the terror-subdued Rosa, sinking on her 
knees before the assassin, with the uplifled. 
hands of supplication. 

The assassin rushed forward to the 
trembling Rosa, turned the light aide of 
bis lantern upon her now ghastly face,—- 
again articulated "il/on DieuP* in a deep 
tone of horror, and dasjied down bis dag- 
ger; and ere the united shrieks of the 
Duchess and her younger daughter had 
drawn Rinaldo to their aid, the bravo had 
retreated. 

The moment the Duchess had awakened 
to comprehension of the scene of horror 
before her, she started from her bed, to 
fly to atterapt her child's rescüe from mup- 
derj but, ere she could effect her me>^ 
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dztatadi pürpose of catching^tbe assassiu's 
arm, — to stay it by her frantic efibrts^ tili 
Rinaldö should^ appear^ the manJ^adflung 
dowt» his divgger and dmppeai^. 

A»^Ilimbldix>had conoe from bis chaoiber 
at Ute sound of retterated sbrieks, armed 
with the pistols he had prepared for FFendi 
assailaQts^ he* expericnced no appreben- 
sion at'^searchtng for the assassin-, 00 
vestige of > whoai: could be>fo(n)di except 
in ^ the dagger he^ had left behind bim ; 
nor on the subsequent day could the most 
minute esuaaintAion of the room and its 
situatMny by the offieers ^f police» attend* 
ed by the Abbe Ntigent, lead to the dis- 
covery ^cf any possible pasa for retreat« 
It vvds tfa«refore pronounced by all, that 
the bravo must have retired as he entered^ 
through the door of the Chamber, unmark- 
ed by the ladies in tbeir natural terror j 
and had concealed himself in some ap- 
proximate ohamber, until Rinddo was^ se- 
curely in the Duchess's apartment, and as 
not even the sbadow- of a suspicion could 
*>e traced, to implicate the master of the 
mansion, — wbo voluntarily went before 



the mayor^ wbo made ev^y * e:i:ertioa ta 
penefkrnte the mysteriow busines^-p-it \va& 
by all deemod uoneeessary for Lady Ag^r^ 
tha to take die trouble of rembving. ta any 
other babitation; more particukorly aa.tW 
landloni' of the house bore a cliaraqtec 
of unimpeached iotegrit^, 

But, althougfa the Xhicbess di Soria bad 
firm. retiaiDce upon the . tntagrity of her 
landlcurd, aBdiacgued tbat^ could he be en* 
gaged m any sanguinary plot against her » 
he would have taken advantf^e of her iiin 
sgtlatien , when she aad her ehild were 
mprotected inhabitaots: of. a rempte gar% 
ret; yet» neiUier she noo: her daughters 
found tbeir nerves of a texture to enable 
tbem to repose in tranquillity in a Cham- 
ber» where they had encountered so serioua 
and mysterious an alarm* They therefore 
remoeed : to one contiguous- to those in* 
habited by the rest of the famäy ; whilst 
that they deserted was^ at the Suggestion 
of the landlord, given to the soldiers 
whO'Were quartered in their house. 

On the day but one subsequent to the 
mysterious Visitation of the night» Rosa 
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accotnpanied her sister to take a little 
walk in the garden ; but Lady Constantia 
soon becoming weary, sat to rest, and 
Rosa turned out of the shady walk the 
invalide was seated in, to gather a few 
flowers. During the time she was em- 
ployed in this pursuit, she neither be-^ 
held any person, nor heard the smallest 
sound of any .individual being near her; 
yet» on the mpment she turned into the 
shrubbery, to fejoin her sister» she per- 
ceived a letter lying on the gravel walk^ 
and, to«her amazement, saw by the super, 
scription it was intended for her, since 
it was directed to Miss Woodville. 

This Was the first time the eyes of 
Rosabella ever rested upon any thing 
directed to her in her paternal address ; 
and with a palpitating heart she snatch- 
ed it up, and was about to sever the seal — • 
although it was superscribed in a band 
wholly unknown to her — when an inter- 
vening thought of the possibility of there 
being some other Miss Woodville in Brus^ 
sels arrested her purpose, and led to 
tbe resolution of being guided by the 
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Qpinion of the Abb6, in operiing it, or 
depositing it where she had found it. 

Lady Constantia had neither seen nor 
heard any movement düring the absence 
of our heroine ; yet Rosa was assured 
some person had been there» as she was 
positive the letter had not been on the 
walk when she passed to the parterre. 

" Then," said Constantia, " there can 
be no doubt it is intended for you ; and as 
the Abbe is out, is your patience of such 
magnitude to sustain itself until his return 
to gratify your curiosity ?" 

<^ Read/' sounded forth a deep and 
hollow toned voice, issuing as it seemed 
from beneath the spot they>tood upon^ 
but, not waiting to evince their prompt 
obedience to this apparently supernätural 
mandate, Rosabella encircling her sister's 
waist with her supporting arm, to aid her 
in a rapid flight, they hurried to the house 
as swiftly as Lady Constantia's powers per- 
mitted. There they recounted their ad- 
venture to their . mother, and then in 
junctiou broke the seal of this mysterious 
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lettefj and aa tbey wkie comtnanded^ 

read — 

^^ Fear not! HeaveI^pratect9 its owa.: 
and eveu the mvq o{ an asaaissin .beccmes 
nervele^ wd^f it9 arbitraryanfiaeoGe^ 

** Again XuepeaA — Fear imt l-^Sor skould 
Bruss^la fall to other possessors, ei^^i theit 
your safesty sUall be. securcd i aad your 
little band wiU prove the. migbty: siiield to 
all, surr oufidin^ you« 

^^ In thet mcment y^)u least expect him^ 
you will once niore befacid the man, who 
so few hoiirs . stnee alarmed you: — but 
it will be not to härm« bui to restore that 
you tbou^lit for crv^er lost» 
*^ Fearnoty 
^ and Qxpect me in the form of» 

'• Geatitude«** 

This mysterious com^pqsition was of 
course confided to the Abbe Nugent» who 
in the first moments of that alarm the 
singularity of ita mode of deKvery in. 
spired» repaired to thekr landlord» to speak 
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to hiiDi upon the certiuntjr of a subter- 
raneoas paaMge conumtnicating' with hia 
premiset; bufe tfae landlord affrmed he 
knew of nonei; and to eviaee Im sinoerity'5 
s^. a psatyiof scAdietato dig in Xhe sfiot the 
young ladies had heard the votce in } but 
after penetrating several feet without any 
appearance to confirm suspicion of a pas- 
sage beneath^ the pröceeding was relin* 
quished ; and it was concluded the voice 
must have sounded from amid the thick 
foliage near them ; or from the top of the 
gar den wall, over which it was very possi- 
ble to climb. 

This refutation of all belief of a sub- 
terraneous cotnmunication with their 
abode, lulled the poignancy of the alarms 
the Abb6 had imbibed, through those 
suspicions of all around him, which the 
attempted assassination of the Duchess 
had awakened; an attempt which he 
doubted not the villanous Delany had 
directed ; yet still trembling for her safety^ 
he privately took every precaution to guard 
ity and no longer withheld his eonfidence 
upon the subject from DoQtor Healy^ whom 
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he importuned to give Lady Constantia 
even artificial strengtb, if that were pos- 
sible, to enable her undertaking a voyage 
to England, where bravoes could not be so 
readily found, to immolate for Jiire tbeir 
fellow beings. 
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CHAPTER X. 

It was now June, and the second week of 
this eventfui month liad commenced, when, 
through the representations of the Abb« 
upon the necessity of the measure, Doctor 
Healy pronounced Lady Constantia suffi- 
ciently convalescent to undertake a seä 
voyage; which he now ingenuously con- 
fessed she had been for the last week» 
although he had wished to wile on Lady 
Agatha's stay at Brüssels, until the mo« 
ment it would suit his own convenience to 
return to England, that he might travel 
with her party. 

This permission given, the active Abb6 
set about every arrangement for their de- 
parture, — bat with that wary secrecy his 
apprehensions of the treachery of Delany 
inspired ; not allowing it to appear to their 
landlord, that there was jiny intention of 
quitting his premises, until the expiration 
of the period they had been engaged for ; 
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since the Abbe Nugent was not now to 
learn, that man can deceive by specious 
seeming. 

The Abb6 was thus preparing for a 
prompt departure, which he allowed the 
ladies un4er bis protectioa to believe sole^ 
ly caused through neoessity fromthe pos* 
ture of public al^ir&^whc» aLtihi» plan» 
were unexpectedly overtbüown by the sud« 
den and daBgerotts illnes« of Lady Agatha 
FitzQoaurice { — whose li£e Doctor Healy 
for many hoora eonsidered in the moat ita^ 
minfint peril ;r-and even when that waa 
pronounced' out) of danger» the Abb6 in 
di9«nay: fbüJad, that three or foqr weeks 
mus^.necesaarily elapse ere shi^ would 
prob^bly be. able to venture on her re* 
turn, 

RosabelU, now devoted to duti^ at- 
tendance upo^ her aunt» was' separated 
from all who would have been anxioua 

» 

to convey to her bosom a portion of the 
anxiety and dismay» whieh on.the evening 
of the 15th of Jpne assaüed every bosom. 
in Brüssels, on the unexpected arriva) of a 
Courier from Mar rtal BJucbißr, toi announce 
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the dread conflict had oommenced ; whilst 
tiiose she did hold intercourse with in 

« 

tfae Chamber of Lady Agatha as carefully 
eoncealed from her as they did from the 
invalide herseif, that the perilous warfare 
had Stolen upon the prepared» but un* 
expecting vsu^riors» like the assassk) of the 
night. 

But what precaution could avaii? The 
tale of horror broke from concealment 
at thQ dread hour of midnight; and the 
secret was revealed to Rosa by the drum's 
electrifying beat to arms, and the trumpet's 
loud call to death and glory ! 

The nerves uiust be case-hardened, and 
heart adamant, upon which sounds like 
these, fitriking in the dead stillness of 
ni^t, and awaking from a profound re- 
pose those who were doomed to find their 
next sleep eternal» produce not effects that 
miist baffle description. Their Operation 
therefore, upon the susceptible Rosa, foils 
our power to portray, until the voice of her 
feeble aunt recalled her fleeting senses 
to the Performance of a duty, by desiring 
her to pray,-~on her knees to pray, for the 
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blessing of Heaven to go with her coitn» 
trymen ! — Rosa did pray : and none cver 
more devoutly. 

The whole household of Lady Agatha 
was disturbed by this harrowing call to 
arms, as well as her ladyship and our 
heroine ; and soon the trembling horror- 
Struck Duchess and Lady Constantia ap- 
pearedy to unite with their aunt and Rosa 
their fervent supplications, for the pro- 
tection of Heaven to attend their coun- 
trymen. 

The Abbfe Nugent, in natural anxiety to 
learn.every particular of the necessity for 
this sudden call to arms, hastily arraying 
himself for the purpose, sallied forth to 
seek intelligence ; he therefore beheld the 
assembling of the troops in the Place 
Royale ; which individually, as he beheld 
them scattered about the streets of Brus- 
sels» he had believed a formidable host ; 
but now, in the aggregate of what could 
be so suddeoly coUected, he saw how fear- 
ful the conflict must prove ; and with an 
anguished sigh from his prophetic heart, 
he pronounced, as he looked on the ten 
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thousand heroes who marched out of Brüs- 
sels in the highest health of hope-clad 
Courage, few of them would behold the 
dawning of another day. 

From this scene of bustle, — of awful 
preparation for death and glory ; — of ten- 
der adieus and affecting benedictions, bear- 
ing painfuUy upon the feelings of the pa« 
triot and the man, the Abb^ returned to the 

JRue ; when, after kindly desiring the 

weeping wives of the departed soldiers, 
who had been billeted in their mansion, to 
remain in their quarters, he proceeded to 
give all the comfort in his power to the 
tremblers in the apartment of Lady Aga- 
tha, by assurances that the general opinion 
was, that there could be no battle that 
day; and by the inorrow, a larger force 
would be coUected to oppose, and, with the 
blessing of Heaven, to conquer. 

Such being the universal belief, and 
clung to, as if from this respite to fearful 
conflict some miracle would arise tö ward 
oft* the necessity of battle ; the dismay that 
assailed those who remained in Brüssels 
was indeed most painful : when about three 
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o'clock in tbe afternoon tbe sound of » 
tremendous cannonading soddenly Struck 
on * every ear, and with appalling force 
to every heart ; but upon none more dire- 
fuHy than the bleeding one of Rosabella ; 
fbr through that was echoed from the 
awful Bornid the impending fate of the 
man whom she loved, and of the friend 
whom she regarded. 

From the moment this sound of horrid 
eonflict reached Brüssels, the anxiety that 
jeigned there for certain intelligence of 
the fate of nations can better be imagined 
than described :*— for every tender tie of 
the heart was writhing with the anguish of 
suspense, and every patriotic bosom pain- 
ed with the agony of hope and fear : — but 
all was contradiction's rumour, until about 
five o'clock, when an officer arrived from 
our army, — then engaged with an enemy 
far, far superior in n umher? — who pro- 
cläimed how the heroes of our isles were 
immortalizing themselves, and their proud 
country, 

' The inhabitants of Brüssels seemed Ifke 
the troubled shädes of the heroes« who had 
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falieD, ere victory had been sealed by their 
deäth blow ; -— for they wandered about 
from Spot to spot, asking questions, and in ' 
breathless agitation surrounding all who 
came in a direction from Quatre Bras, still 
trembling in dismay at the heavy discharge 
of artillery, which about ten o'clock gra- 
dually lessened upon the ear, until all was 
still as many a warrior's lately animated * 
heart. 

The Abb6 Nugent had wandered about ' 
withi others, until some time after the ces- 
sation of the din bf warfare, when, worn 
out with fatigue, he returned to his home ; 
where, as he was about to enter, a person 
rushing by Hiin, muffled up in a great 
watch coat, thrust a letter into his band, 
and flew on his way up the street. 

On arriving at a light, the Abbe per- 
ceiving by the superscription that this 
strangely delivered letter was for Rosa- 
beUa, feit his suspicions confirmed of the 
bearer of this billet being no other than 
the mysterious bravo. This added new 
regrets and uneasiness to the deten- 
tion at Brüssels, the illness of Lady Aga- 

VOL. V. I 
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thk tbus unfortunaiiely cauaied; but the 
letter he delayed not m deliver iBg to. onr 
heroine, whia ii^ ^vanazemeat and a^ppie- 
broke the aeal» and read — 



^*Yesd nqt^ I agiain repeat; fi>r sbäi^ 
Bniß^ds pasa into the hands of the FreHii^h» 
ycHi, aiid those whom jou have msed a 
shield fbr» will be secure firom loaJte&taiiQii* 

** None who are near and dear to you. 
have yet bled : — ^they have fougbt bravely, 
and you toay exült in their heroism* — 
Excusethe brevity o£ this address, from— 

" A Grateful Man/' 

The heart of Rosabella, although grate^ 
fal to the mysterious writer of this ad- 
dress» for his efforts to calm her appre» 
hensiotis, found a new weight of agony 
added to what it before silently sufiered 
from ; as she could not doi4>t, that w»e 
her mystic correi^ondent connected with 
Delany, he probably knew her brother, 
who was certainly the individual meant 
by, ** near and: dear to her," a« of thie 

ce Lord Montalbert or Charles Monson 



Iieid ifi ber estifnatioa this «laa coulü 
knew notbing ; aod tberefore her brother 
was in the ^^rmy isiow engaged ia formi-» 
d^ble wdfi^re ; äßd the firat motnent she 
TMght h^' Wd; to fifid himi it might be 
tp bebold Mm m the arais o£ dsath. 

Qf course. the eonteat» of this hilht 
wa3 anj^tomly inquired for by all^ and 
Rosa, unajble to efifect concealment (^ it, 
haid the grief to fiiad the same idea fasten*- 
ed upou her mother's mind^ of whom the 
wxiter alUided to^ and overwhelmed her 
in all the agony of maternal apprehen. 

sion» 

The Abbe arranged that himself, Ri- 
naldo, and his oixoi faithful Swiss,. should 
keep watch. all night, whilst the females of 
the &mily should seek the possibility of 
repose ; and in this vigil of the Abb6 and 
his associates, one of them made frequent 
sallies through the night into the streets, 
to learn if all was still. They, therefore, 
knew of the consternation spread through 
the city, by the passing of artillery to join 
the army; and that the corse of the amiable, 
filially attached, and heroic Duke of Bruns- 
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wick had passed through Brüssels ; and ' 
were amongst those who beheld the Belgic' 
troop of cavalry, who came through the 
town on the wings of a gallop, to proclaim 
their own pusillanimoüs conduct, and to 
create the' most painful consternation hy 
the instantaneously imbibed belief of the 
victorious French being at their heels, and'* 
about to enter Brüssels: when a gfeneral 
migration took place of all who were for- 
tunate enough to obtain horses; but the 
State of Lady Agatha chained her family 
to this Spot of peril, and therefore, with 
less regret, the Abbe discovered the horses 
he had engaged tö be in readiness, to con- 
vey himself and party from Brüssels, at 
half an hour*s notice, had been secretly 
taken out of their Stahles by panic-struck 
falnilies, to convey them to Antwerp. 

The dread suspense that hung in horror 
upon all who remained at Brüssels was at 
length terminated by an express from the 
Duke of Wellington himself, lulling every 
apprehension of the French being yet vic- 
torious, and awakening the sunbeam of 
hope, that they never would be so, through 
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tbe bright rays of that glory our army had 
encompassed itself witb, from the unVan- 
quishable valour with which' it,iiad sus- 
tained the tremendous onset of this fearful 
conflict. 

From the moment the Abb6 Nugent 
had contrived to obtain a five minutes' con- 
versation with the officer who had brought 
the last intelligence from the army, he 
began, with the permission of Lady Aga- 
tha, to prepare all the spare rooms of her 
large mansion into wards, for the recep- 
tion of their wounded countrymen ; whilst 
all the females of the family and household 
be employed in forming bandages and lint 
from all the linen that could be brought 
into requisition» and in making all that 
could be useful in the culinary department 
for the sick. 

And very long this benevolently pre- 
pared hospital was not left without grateful 
patients, for soon the waggons with the 
wounded and dying heroes came slowly 
in, to warm with pity and grief the hearts 
that terror had chilled ; and from every 
quarter the balms of kindness and com- 
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)>a9sion came pour iog over tfaeir «ufier- 
iBgs. 

Aiid (jbe very sufferings of tiieseinterest- 
iog warrlora, from tfae various inariiDg txf 
the ^' human face and form divine/' migfat 
possibly häve had that Baddemng effect 
ai|K>n tbe remaining inh^ibitants of Brüssels, 
tö o^räte powerfully ki the genecäl sen- 
«atioa of despondence» which aeized upon 
ulmost every indtvidiAal j when ike account 
of ttie inqnn'tont retreaJt of the invincible 
Oeoeral^ to-m^iom Providence had assig^ed 
the conduct of this <;onAict» reached theoik 
And now a seco^d migration, inBisietiGed 
by etmi more direßU panio, took place in 
boats^.on fbot^ and in «veiy mode of coa-^ 
veyance that cxmld be.found. 

But OD the öever to. ixe fbrgotten 
eighteenth of June, news of the allks 
having beea complelely defeated reached 
Bi'usaels, aaad g^ined universal credence ; 
wl^n itbe, honor, the dtsmay, that sab- 
dued ail, no pen could convey/'a just 
id«a of, leading numbers to fly, in wild* 
Wt constematiofi, in every directton from 
this distracted city— some for personal 

I 
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Becanty^-i-^onte to aid the vanqüiiftied*^ 
soine to sebk their kindred^^and dl to 
sncrease ihe confusion and blockade of 
the roads to the grand theatre df fearful 
conflict* 

But of tfais triifotnided report and ite 
rdnimayiiig coteeqnences Rosabella knew 
-Bötf for her jBbatioii was by the pillbw 
of Lady Ai^atlia, whom the tremendous 
«torm of the night». inA the pröximity 
of jdsnigers ibi|^i6r iban the thunder^ 
IroH of 4ightiimg's flash, had so subduöd» 
•tfaalt in a State of aiarming increase of 
jnakidy Bbe n&w iay, änd ho Doctw 
Healy, ör any ^laer to be found for her 
l^ef f aikd »ot until the battle's din, 
agadil sounded fcMi in tremendous änJ 
ineessant cannxroading» did Rosa know 
that the lediaiicipation of Eürope was then 
^loriousLy effecting, on the immortalisin^ 
piain of Wateiloo. 

Imtnortaiized platn ! — the heart-rend* 
ing dii^e of death has toUed it ; and die 
loud clarion of faine, xeverberating ftom hill 
to vaUey, thröugh the aniazed world, has 
söimded it ^ for tfaere was reared, for the 
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^oud boast of oür isles, an adamantine 
fpilliar, for the indelible record of valorous 
achievements never surpassed, if.. ever 
equalled. . . ... 

As the merciless hail-storm bows the un- 
resisting snpwdfop to the earth, so each 
awful volley, that resounded from the plain 
of Waterloo, Struck with destructive influ- 
ence through the heart. of Rosabella ; for 
in each she heard the knell of many a 
fellow being, and in all ideal sounds waft- 
ed the last sigh of Lord Montalbert ; and 
often too, the expiring groan of her bro* 
ther or of Charles Monson ; and through 
the whole of that glorious, but fatal day, 
she was chained by the pillow of her aunt» 
cold as the marble whichy she doubted not^ 
would soon Cover the sacred ashes of the 
glory*shrouded hero whom she loved ; her 
frame convulsed by grief and terror, whilst 
the rest of the family were wholly employ- 
ed attending to the! süfferers from the ac- 
tion of the. sixteenth, whom they had 
lödged beneath their roof. 

But at length». after a day of terror, 
anxiety,.and torturing suspense^^ of-sick- 
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ening hope, and anguished fears, the dis- 
tant roar of battle ceased ; the guns at 
once became silent; and the awful still-' 
ness Struck with electrifying similitude to 
the heart of sensibiüty, as the soundless 
pause that rested over the warriors slain-— 
Imagination may therefore conceive, though 
no pen can portwy, the feelings of poor 
Rosabella at this moment It was, she 
believed, the pause of oature, to weep, in 
silent. agony, over her finest . works— her 
favourite sons. But Rosa could not weep# 
although she numbered Montalbert W|th 
the slain ; — no ; all within her bo9am 
seemed now the desolation of a dreary 
desert, where no balmy dews shed their 
salutary influepce ; and only through men- 
tal invQcations to Heaven— for the move- 
ment of her lips, or audible Inspiration, 
was, in the ch^mber of her sick aunt, de^ 
nied her — to spare her.senses from sub- 
jugation, did she preserve them from the 
alarming torpitude of suflering sensibility» 
The Duchess di Soria, from belief 
of her son being in the conflict, and 
through sympatby for her Rosa» whose 

i5 
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sÖent anxiety for the f«te öf Lofd Mon- 
talbeit she clearly r4sa€l, sufS^ed dirc^il 
pangs of maternal agony duting this me*' 
morable day; bqt she c^uld i^lieve her 
h6art's Bore bürden foy her teare; for as 
sfae had frequent ca41s to tbe Chambers 
of the wöunded, $he could often retreat 
to her owfi to weep, «ä^ to compdse her 
anguished heart by prayer^ 

By the imfortunate blockade of the 

Jpoad from Waterloo to Brüssels, prompt 

communication was eSectually impeded ; 

and thus not only were torturitig alarois 

and suspense prolonged, but, of tnuch 

niore fetal consequence, the wounded 

were detained from the relief they so 

instantaneously required .; and no account 

whatever of the fate ef the day bad been 

known to have arrived at Brusdel«, when 

Lady Agatba's landlord, with a coinite- 

nance pale and lüarked by dismay, and 

presenting to the keenly observant Abb^ 

an aspect altogether of suspicioi» agitft- 

tion, delivered a bület to that ret^rend 

^ ^Wch, he Said, " had been put ikito W« 

^y ^n utter straiiger in th$ stceet/' 
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Thls billet was directed, in her myste* 
rious correspondent's band, to Miss Wood- 
viUe I but in characters so demonstrative of 
a^itation, tfaat the Abbe, feeling conviction 
of its being the conveyance of fatal intel- 
ligence, unhesitatingly deterrained to in- 
spect it, ere he ventured its deliveiy to Ro« 
isab^Ua; acpordingly he did so, and read 
— although with some difficulty, -from 
the almost iUegible unsteadiness of the 
Writing,-^ 

** The Corsican's sun is set for ever ; 
aQd that of Britain risen to the most un- 
eqUalled resplend^ice of imtnortal glory ! 
In fuU retreat the totally discomfited 
Fre&ch are porsued by their laureUcrowned 
Victors i and in the number of those gal- 
lant pursuers is your brave brother, safe 
i^nd unhurt» 

" The hero Montalbert has with his in- 
vindible coundrymen performed deeds of 
valor never surpassed : Pallas, proiid 
of this favourite son, has protected him 
through the sanguinary conflict with her 
immortal eegis i and he is among the unvan<» 
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quishable warriors who live to shine in 
their own glory. 

" No longer can danger menace you in 
Brüssels, I therefore this very night depart 
to render you essential service in another 
country ; and when my project is accom- 
plished expect ine, in the form of 

« Gratitude.*' 

Although this mysterious correspondent 

of Rosabella's had entered the Chamber of 

the Duchess di Soria for the purpose of 

assassination, yet from the efFect Rosa's 

appearance had upon him, even then at 

once turning him from his sanguinary in- 

tention, the Abb6 Nugent could not but 

place reliance upon the professions of his 

gratitude, and therefore yielded credit to 

the auspicious intelligence he thus con- 

veyed. He consequently hastened to our 

poor heroine with this cheering billet» 

which proved a precious bälm of comfort 

to her mother too, and fiUed every late de- 

sponding bosom throughout the house with 

exulting patriotic joy; and ere the first 

feelings of this grateful rapture had evapo- 
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ratedj the Abb6 Nugent coUected together 
alt the convalescent beneath their roöf, to 
unite their hearts and lips Ina devout 
aspiration of thanks to the merciful Ruter 
of the fate of battles. 

The barbed arrows of agonizing alarm 
for the fate of her country, her brotber» 
and the man she loved, thus fortunately 
removed from the suffering heart of Rosa* 
beUa, she was enabled to turn her wonder- 
ing thöughts upon her , mysterious corre* 
spondent, who thus in every address pro« 
claimed his gratitiide to her ; since it had 
never been her fate to render service to 
any man in the rank of a gentleinan» — 
which the style of this män's composition 
prodaimed him to be — unless the footpad» 
from whose bosom she had turned the 
pistol, was one. But he was of spectral 
form ; the assassin, whohadfled on behold« 
ing her, inclining to corpulency, and in 
gait and every movement proclaiming that 
athletic power, which the other wanted. 

By the evening of the nineteenth of June 
the part of Lady Agatha's house appro« 
priated to the reception of our wounded 
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brotfaers had been complet^ fiUed b^ the 
Abb6 Nugenty with heroes of every gi^ada» 
tion, from tfae humble priVate 'to field 
officers of tbe highfest rank, where ail 
were treated indiscrimkiiteiy^ith the zeäl 
and tenderness of gratitude and pity ; the 
0oly diifttmcition made foeing in the Supe* 
riarity. of ithe diambers aUotted to the *cdim 
misBioned officers. 

Anda. moire heart^reodii:^ scetee M^ail 
ne^ver engaged in, than the ^hambbri» of 
thcfiie Ueedißg warrioiB hene exhibited* 
The flower öf our artny-*-tiie pride of oür 
ides, miitilated and disalbled, writhing on 
the bed o£ suffering, weepsog aad mounh» 
ing— not for their own agonicis^^^for tfaeir 
fbrtitude waü, like their cotirag^, invincible, 
~but for their brother, their frietid, their 
^^omrade, witin vrhom they. had borne the 
toil and hardship of many a severe catm« 
paign, — cut oifin the bloom of their heolth, 
the vigour of their animation, slai^telred 
by their side^ and bowing to their pl'etna^ 
ture fate with the saiatly resignation of 
martyred patriots, although that fkte con-> 
^gned tliem to an ünconsecrated gmre^ 



ROflABBLLA. 189 

With ottly glory for their shroiad, and lauf el 
€ot thek shelL And here from the gentle 
murmurs of the pillawed sufierers many a 
tale of individnal heroii^tn, recorded by the 
humble private of bis fallen leader,— by 
the hppTwing ^eer, of a regretted doU 
dier, soufided through the ears of tlie 
Abb<6, to warm and melt bis heart, and 
draw the tears of lämentation to his eyes, 
that individual heroism sbould thus live to 
ßaMe, only through the contracting beams^ 
of onegreat ai!Kl bi*illiant orb of national 
glory. 

It was late in the evenihg of the nine- 
teenth of June that the Abbe Nugent, 
anxious to obtain the opinion öf Doctor 
Hecdy upon the increasing fever of one of 
the suöerers from the piain of Flenfus, 
went out to seek the doctor, whom he had' 
not »een »ince early dawn, butwhom he now 
promptly found at his own lodgings, bene- 
volently engaged in attendance up6n an 
ofBcer and two dragoons, whom he had 
eotitrived to accommodate in his tircum* 
ficrib'ed dwelling. 
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The officer, Doctor Healy informed the 
Abbe, was of field rank, but yet too weak, 
from loss of blood, and being so long with- 
out requisite aid, tx) articulate more than 
monosyllables, — as he had been wounded 
early in the action, but had nevcr quitted . 
the field until the day was won ; when as 
he was attempting to aid in the pursuit, 
he had fainted, and then was given in 
Charge to two wounded men of bis own 
regiment, who although but slightly hurt 
when they left the dire scene of slaughter, 
had bled so much on their terribly pro- 
tracted way to Brüssels, tJiat by the time 

he encountered them in the streets, seek- 

• 

vag accommodation for their Charge, they. 
were u nable to utter more than an entreaty. 
** to have every attention paid to their gal- 
lant colonel." 

** -^"d I had the good fortune," conti- 
nued Poctor Healy, " to catch in his flight 
from one depöt of woupded to another, a 
Particular friend of mine.^a surgeon of 
great skiH, who proipptly extracted the 

» that had lodged in thia officer*s side j 
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and as it fortunately toucbed no vital part, 
we entertain no doubt whatever of bis per- 
fect eure.'* 

Doctor Healy could not at this precise 
motnent leave bis own intefesting patients; 
but promised, th^ß instant bis trusty ' valet 
.returned from an embassy for procuring 
:many essential comforts and necessaries 
for bis suffering charge, be would en- 
.deavourto get bis skilfbl friend to accom- 
pany bim to visit tbe more numerous pa- 
tients of tbe Abbe ; wbo on bis part pro- 
mised to send tbe doctor an immediate 
supply of proper nourishment for bis ward, 
and then departed for bis home ; wben in 
Crossing one of tbe intervening streets be 
saw a wounded officer waiting for admis- 
sion at tbe door of a bouse, tbat was dosed 
up, as if uninbabited ; where — after another 
oflScer — wbo, more fortunate, bad shared 
the honour of tbe day unburt, and wbo bad 
attended bis wounded friend into Brüssels, 
— ^bad almost knocked tbe door down, a 
Belgic woman opened an upper window, 
to announce ^' ber determination of not 
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ojifetiiiig her houise, even fair thie mayor 

" Why, you old beldam!" extlaimed the 
aDgry companion of tbe womided teflearer, 
^^ you cannot dare to refpse a man admis- 
«ion into his own lodgings/' 

** 'niey are no loTiger Ms," she Tepdied, 
m a stratxge jargoü of mingled languages ; 
^ hk lady discharged them on Friday 
1^0^ i' and mth all their baggage set off 
^Ith dwifther maA, by llie <;aDai for Ast- 
trerp.*' 

Tbe wounded officer, now beaviug k äeq> 
^oan, sunk back on bis horse in a s^vroon^ 
^atid the compassionating Abb^, kiefiably 
«bockcrd at the horrible depravity of a wife» 
wbich could lead her to ]X)b her bnsband, 
«md ^abscond with a paramour in tbs ieair- 
fel moment when that husbatid was ^one 
Kbrtfa to fight, and perhaps to bleed, in bis 
icountry's cause; and, commiserating frotn 
bis very beart tbe anguisfa a husband must 
«ndure on such a dereliction; now humane- 
ly stepped forward to ofTer his servioes, 
%bicb ultimately ended in taking tbe poor 
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iüBensibte, Ißnisaken sufferer to Lady Aga- 
^ha*s house, where he unhesitatingly yield- 
ed him his own bed. His friend immedi- 
ately on behc^ding him safely depoeited 
in such benevoient hands, departed to 
jfom the victorious army on its triumphant 
jnarch to Paris. 

Tbk last sofi^rer, wbom the Abb6 Ka- 
vent introduced into this asylutn of duty» 
was so young, so transcendently handsome, 
^amd «o apparently amiable witbal, that the 
t^verend father's astonisfament was added 
to his hoTFOT at the dereliction of his pro- 
&gate wife. . 

The wound of this young man was in 
im rigbt arm, and wore so serious an 
flttpect> that Doctor Healy's friend enter^ 
ttdned strong apprehensions, that amputa- 
tion would be necessary ; particulariy a!( 
his mental sufferings were evidently of a 
most oppressive nature. 

During the night this young man's ago- 
nies were so severe, that the compassionat- 
ing Abb6 never left his pillow, but to pay 
his hourly round of attention to his other 
patients ; and by morning the grateful sen* 
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sibility of the young warrior, with the 
touchiug melancholy that oppressed him, 
so powerfully interested the good priest for 
him, that he imparted all he knew of his 
history to the Duchess di Soria, and 
entreated her kind attentions for him. 
These as a debt of gratitude, — even more 
powerful than that his bleeding brother 
heroes claimed from all — she soon became 
painfully anxious to pay hitn ; ^^hen in the 
course of the morning he entreated the 
Abbe to write a few cautious lines to bis 
brother, to announce all he owed to the 
mercy of Providence, " for sparing his life 
upon the ensanguined field ; and then con- 
signing him to the hands of the good Sa- 
maritan, to bind up his wounds ^" and an« 
nounced his brother as the Earl of Der« 
ville. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

It was indeed our old impetuous friendi 
Charles Monson, who now lay sufiering 
from a dangerous wound, in the bed of the 
Abb6 Nugent ; and with a heart writhing 
in all the agonies of compunction, for the 
rash follies his reliance upon his own Su- 
perlative wisdom had led him into, through 
the toils of villany to the brink of total 
ruin ; for now, although still a minor, his 
commission was his all, except the sum 
which in early life he had dedicated for a 
gift to Rosabella ; and which in all his 
temptations he had religiously preserved 
from the knowledge of the harpies, whose 
deceptive arts had undone him. 

For, on that unfortunate evening of his 
grandmother's injudicious irritation of his 
impetuous feelings at Lady Elstow's, by 
excluding him from her carriage in favour 
of Mr. Sternham ; he returned to town in 
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one of the Richmond stages, in which he 
found only one fellow-passenger, — a female 
vcry young, and exquisitely beautiful ; who, 
by her well-arranged allurements, contriv- 
ed rapidly to drftw hiox fröm bjs indignant 
meditations, to attend to her egotism j for 
sbe was most comoiunicativie relative to 
her own afFairs ; and this imprudent species 
of ingenuousn^ss awakened no suspicton in 
the mind of the guileless Charles Monson, 
who, a novice in the world's wtles» säw. no- 
thing in her Communications but an artless 
tale» that awakened his pity and his in- 

terest« 

For $he represented herseif as an 
American by birth, and a stranger in 
England, whither sbe had accompanied a 
li^iltenant in the British navy, whom three 
months before sbe left New York sbe had 
eternally disobliged her family by wed- 
ding : that, renounced by all her own con- 
nexions, her husband, Mr. Walter Bland, 
found himself severely disappointed in hav- 
ing obtained a portionless, not a wealthy 
wife ; and vJien too late, began to trem- 
ble at the wrath of his own friends : tbat at 



length tkey q^ui^ted America, a^d oq tbi^ 
anival in En^and he h^d 1^ h^r at Potts- 
moutl^ wbilst he went off to Londoo» to. 
tureak Ins iiiipnidi^.t inM^iago to hi3 £itfaer ; 
axid after three weeks oS apxiou3 s^aratioQ 
she received her first letter from him» de^ 
siriog her imwedd^ely to proce^d to Rich- 
mond» tq an aunt of his, who b^d prooiised 
kindly to receive her : tbo^ accordingly on 
the preceding evening sbe bad arrived at 
this amit's bouse, ia Foot Kew Laoe» 
whom she experienced the horror of find* 
ing a cörse, having suddenly expired in 
the night : and the moment she had stifii- 
cieutly recovered from so dreadful a shock 
to hold a pen, she had written to her bus« 
band to inform b^m of what had happened, 
and to announce her Intention of goi^g to 
town by a Richmond coach that evening» 
and to desire him to m^et her at the Glou«. 
cester Cofiee*House« ^ 

But when the coach stopped at the 
Glpucester Coffee-House, theye was no 
person awaiting to receive the lady, who 
was in consequence thrown into agonies of 
distress : — ** a stranger, and almost penny* 
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less, in that alarming metropolis, and an- 
knowing öne step of her way into the City^ 
where her father-in-law lived, and whex*e 
she must venture to present herseif, al- 
though scarcely supposing she should be 
admitted. 

Mr. Monson would have compassionated 
any female in so distressing a Situation; 
but the tears of so lovely a creature could 
not be resisted, and he kindly offered to 
accompany her to the house of her father- 
in-law. A hackney coach was therefore 
procured, and to Whitechapel they pro- 
ceeded, the lady the whole way making 
the most bewitching protestations of her 
animated gratitude. 

' At length they arrived at the habitation 
of Mr. Bland the eider, which they found 
to be the dismal blocked up building of a 
Wholesale dealerj where, after knocking 
for admission, a cespectable looking old 
female servant appeared, and informed 
them " Mr. Walter Bland was with his 
father at Enfield; but that she expected 
htm the following day in town, as he was 
going to Visit his aunt at Richraond.'* 
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Mrs. Bland now importuncd for admis- 

sion, but this the cautious porteress fbr 

some time most conscientiously refused, 

uintil Charles judiciously unclosed the 

door by a silver key ; when he was invited 

in by the grateful beauty, who having 

learoed from him that lie had lodgings to 

seek that night — ^for» in the indignant ire 

of his woundedfeelings, he had determined 

not to return to Albemarle Street, — wished 

to detain him until she learned from her 

&ther-in-law's housekeeper at what respect- 

able hotel in the neighbourhood he might 

be likely to find accommodations. — This 

Information obtained, he took leave of Mrs. 

Bland, first prömising to comply with her 

request of calling upon her the succeeding 

morning ; and then, establishing himself in 

this new hotel, he sent off his intimation 

of where he was to be found to Mr. Free- 

castle. 

. As. the pillow of Mr. Monson proved a 
restless« one to him, he arose to an early 
breakfast, and immediately after it fultilled ^ 
his appointment with Mrs. Bl^nd, whom 
he found in a visible increase of charms 

XOL, V. K 
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from the salotary effect of a night's re- 
po8e, after a day of fatigue, anxiety, and 
alafm« ' 

Her reception of hitn was dangerously 
ftattering ; her gratitude was uttered wkh 
the most melting pathos, and her expres* 
sioAS of admiration of his goodness, deli» 
vered with a simpUcity of language and 
na/ivete of manner, tbat fascinated this 
guileless son of inexperience ; who^ wbesi 
she mferm^d him ^* the houseiceeper had 
just beard from one of tbe clierka ber Im»* 
band was not Coming from Enfield until 
evening, and bewailed her disapp^intiaent 
in censequence of his protracted abeence 
of not being able to pur^^hase mourning 
fbf his kind aimt/' oflfered to be her baaker 

• 

untii the arrival of Mr. Bland«— an o£fer 
ahe reafdiiy accepted ; and, in conseq%i€Bce 
of her mtimatioH of alartn at going alone ' 
In a hackney coach to make her purebase, 
he gallantly accompanied her on her expe- 
dition, in the course of which Mrs. O'Dowd 
^nd Rosabella encountered them. 

'Mrs. Walter Bland's Shopping fipr her 
mowning terminated, Chailos iiastesed to 



his hotel in expectalion of a letter from 
his solicitor, relative to bis su-k; where 
lie found his sister'j* billet awaiting him ; 
when her fabricated account of Rosas 
. weeping for his alarming absence com- 
pletely routed for thc moment every rc^ 
coUection of tl>e dangerous fascinafions 
of Mrs. Bland, with all tbe interest he ex- 
|>erienced for her present insulatien, and 
!ed Mm instantly to find and folJow the 
party to the Stahle Yard ; and the alarm 
be tbere cxperienced of having a forn^ida- 
Vle rival in Lord Bayswater, ebamed htm 
by oör heroine for the remainder of tbat 
iday, even eflacing from the register of 
urbanity his engagement for spending the 
evenkig with bis new acquaintance in 
Whitechapel. 

ünfortunately, the occupation of Mr. 
Monson's ehamber in Albemarle Street 
that night by Mr. Foxcraft led him again 
to the hotel in the neighl>oui'hood of Mrs. 
Bland, from whom avvaited him a billet 
portraying the agony she had ^ufiered for 
his non-appearance that even:ing, since his 
cruel absence she feared was caused by 

k2 
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0ome fatal accident having befallen him; 
and» in consequence of this flattering billet, 
Charles was with her at an early hour in 
tbe morniug. 

And this enchantress he found bathed 
in tears.; when he concluded, as Mr. 
Bland was not yet arrived, she wept on 
.that account; but soon he was bewitch- 
ingly informed, it was alarm for bis safe- 
.ty that had so subdued her. In conse^ 
^quence of all this flattering interest for 
him, — ^his for her, through gratitude, aug- 
«mented ; .and nothing but tbe absolute ne- 
cessity he feit of paying bis compliments 
at Lord Flowerdew's that roorning cpuld 
have drawn him from his dangerous Ute d 
46te ; but he engaged himself to dine with 
her, and was true to his engagement \ and 
so adrairably did she perform her blandish- 
raents, that she wiled minute after minute 
through the evening, until he but narrowly 
escaped failing entirely in his engagement, 
to meet hi& sister and Rosabella in Mans- 
field Street. 

Charles had promised to be with Mrs. 
ßland as early as possible the succeeding 
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morning, and as soon as he had seen the 
embarkation of the ill-fated aquatic party; 
be proceeded to WhitechapeL H« found 
Mrs. Bland anxiously expecting him, as 
she had just received a letter from her hus- 
band, forwarded from Richmond to her^ 
enclosing a five-pound note, and desiriiig 
her ifhmediatdy to set out for Oxford, fov 
which place he was on the wing, with a 
Cousin» an Oxonian, who promised tö be 
fheir Cicerone during the visit of the au* 
gust party to the University; and, in 
eonsequence of her hecessary compliance 
with this mandate of her husband's, she 
wished to prevail on him to have the bene- 
volent kindness to accompany her, ** since 
in his brotherly protection she sbould be 
secure; and, from experience, she knew 
her happiness would be augmented by bis 
presence/* 

Mr. Monson was soon persuaded by this 
enchantress to comply, and he accompa- 
nied her to Oxford; where they found 
Mr. Bland apparently in great anxiety 
awaiting the arrival of his better half. 



vboin he fieemed overpowered with joy ai 
seeing; ftndi upon learning all her compa^ 
Hion's kilidness to her, his grdtitode ap- 
peared little frbort of hers. 

Mtm Walter Biand was u remarkdbljr 
ttmidsome ymmg raan^ fiill of aAimated 
vivacity, and to all appearance as guü-rieas 
13 Charles bimseil ; whilst hia Cousin» ap*^ 
parently in Orders, was aedafe^ yet pfepos» 
scBsidg. in aspect» bigUy infortned/ füll of 
anecdotei and gentlemanly even to hig^ 
polish» . - ,. 

Fascinated by * bis three companKma^ 
vbo atefliad cmulous to evince theic ra» 
^wcfi to Mr. Monson, and their de&rencc 
to bis wishes and opinions ; and appearing 
ixi all things amiable, prudent, and bonourt- 
able^ Charles was lured on to extend b» 
ratnble with tbem ; and^during tbtsextent 
of excursion, the care of Mrs. Bland evcr 
devolvifig to bim, be often became so 
^owerfblly enchanted by ber neiv^, and 
allurlng captivations, tfaat hc not unfre- 
qüentl/ found cause for mental congratüf 
]ati40n.upoa bis.te^iddr attachment tO Ro» 
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fcabeBa^ smce tibat alone secur^d him from 
a reprebenaible passion for the wife of 
analer» 

Upoffi kis return to town, he found bis 
srster i)l, and Rosa enciroled by all the 
peril of a direfully infectious disease ; wbeti 
the daageroua fitscinations of Mrs. Bland 
retired at once from bis thöughts» and 
only agonized intere&t for Ro3a filled bis 
bosom } and bour afler bour, ii) evening's 
folitude, he paced before her door, in 
love's visionary belief, tbat being even thus 
Bear her yielded sonie ray of comfort to 
bis tortured hearL 

The Blanda had by tbis time taken lödg- 
ings in Piccadilly for the convenience of 
being new Mr. Monson, who^ they iuces*- 
santly declared, ** was their only com- 
fort :'' as the eider Mr. Bland bad absb» 
hitely refused to receive bis daüghter-in-- 
law, or to aid the half-pay of bis son by 
any allowance ; and these lodgings, sinde 
Rosa was no longer visible to bim, babi* 
tually became the constant retreat of Mr. 
Monson, wben not performing bis pede&> 
triaa solaog beneatb the wiiidmvs of Bossm* 



200 ROSABELLA. 

bella. In this retreat every art was calted 
into requisition to enchain him : — the wife, 
through her personal charms,and the magie 
df hälf-revealed fast growing tenderness j — 
the husband, by flattery, conveyed through 
the impalpable toüches of an adept in the 
art, to his very foibles — yielding by deli* 
cate adulation encouragement to his pride» 
defe^ence to his abilities, homäge to the 
^xaltation^öf high birth, and wily incense 
to his heart, by plausible eulogiums upon 
bis country. 

Bat very long it did liot siiit the pur* 
poses of Mr. Bland to continue these äU 
luring wiles of machination ; for, after an 
un'usually lengthened absence from hia 
lodgings one day, he returned apparently 
wild with joy, to interrupt the tSte d tete 
of his wife and friend, to impart to thera, 
'"havingjust been offered an appointment at 
Bombay, of considerable emblument, upoii 
the' civil cstablishment, the only impedi- 
ihent to the acceptance of which lay in the 
difficulty of finding means for bis equip* 
ment, and for defraying the expense of his 
passage ;'* and^ after some weU managie^d 
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discussioii of the subjeät between husband 
and wife, the former frainkly requested Mr* 
MoQSon ^' kindly to raise the necessary sum» 
— ^for which he would most thankfully pay 
him lawfül ioterest, until he was enabled 
to refund the principal, which he was cer- 
tain of efiecting in a couple of years/' 

Charles, ever pluming himself upon the 
manly decision of bis character, made not 
oAe moment's pause ere he agreed to the 
proposition} thöugh he knew nothing of the 
methods of how minors could be sapplied 
with cash : — but Mr. Bland was perfectly. 
conversant with the process, and therefore 
undertook to save bis kind friend every 
trouble, in raising sixteen hundred pounds 
for bis use, with the addition of all that 
was necessary for defraying* the expenses 
of accotnmodating him with that sum. 

And to this specious arrangement o£ 
Bland, Charles subscribed with the weak 
credality of the most defective in intellect, 
buil^ing such firm reliance upon bis own 
mighty judgment and deep skill in pene* 
Rating characters, that without Consulting 
legal, or other friend, or even remember- 

K5 



iiig the nfecessity of inquiry relative to the 
cöfinexions or individual integrity of Bland, 
•*-who, from wearing the äemblance of all 
tfaat was gentlemanly, he pronounced the 
possessor of every virtue — he left all to 
the management of the dexterous Mr. 
Bland. This gentleman inserted thousands 
for hundred s, and then abeconded with his 
booty, leaving the too self-coiifident Charles 
an almodt disträcted victim to liis plausible 
villaöy } whö, in the moment he had lost 
»o nearly the whole of his patrimony^ dis* 
covered to what a height his passion fot 
Rosa had arisen by the anguish his heart 
cndured, öti finding this, his every hope of 
making her his öwn, wrested frotti him by 
the friend whom he had trusted, and whose 
route no effort of his, or the police offi- 
cers whom his läwyer employedi *— for 
y/rheti too late he applied to one-^*-could 
trace. 

To add to the ovcrwheltnlng tide of 
Mr. Monson*s ruin, Bland left his vife 
behind him, TVho acted her part so ad- 
mirably, that she soon convinced him 
ßhe was no accotnplic^ in b^r hosband's 
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villany ; and omtrived to operate so pow- 
erfally upon his feelings, in her toucbing 
appeals to bis humanity for protection, 
tvhilst she artfuUy contrived to intro^ 
duce a suspicion, that this dereliction 
of her perfidious husband was caiised 
by his having discovered a tender pre» 
ference had crept into her heart for Mr« 
Monson, that Charles imprudently pro« 
mieed her protection and support, untii' 
she heard from her father in America> 
whom she said she should itnmediately 
inform of her destitute sitaation. 

In a very days after Blandes dlsap« 
peardfßce» M^* Bland announced ii pos** 
ftible, thi^ h^ might be concealed in o/ 
about Windsor, as she knew he läteiy 
had many letters from that quarteri where 
M old fetü^le« favourite resided -, and that 
pr^ibably» wer^ he and she to go down 
there pritately, and seek him cautiously, 
Uiey mIght dtscover his retreat. 

. Charied, noM^ in the misery of despair 
at having every hope of ever beitig united 
to our heroine thus wres^ed fixHXi hiin« - 
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feit bis home a spot bf änguish; and there^ 
fore, anxious to escape from it» and eager 
to catch at any phantom of possibility 
that Bland might be traced, to restore bis 
hope of auspicious love, he feil into her 
snare, and whilst ostensibly .seeking him 
who was not there, she, in their tete d tete 
occupation of one lodging, exerted all her 
fascinations to enchant hiojt; and so far 
she did so, that she found influence over a 
mind so absorbed in wretchednesSt that all 
energy of intellect seemed lost, to per- 
suade him that she had .discovered a cer* 
tain clew to find her husband in Paris, with 
tbis identical female favourite, spending tbe 
money he had so tf eacherously pbtained } 
and to prevail upon bim to proceed to that 
city in pursuit of hijra. 

Under tbis influence Charles returned to 
London tbe morning of tbe celebrated 
fete in tbe parks; obtained pecuniary 
assistance from tbe same accomnifodating 
persons, througb whom Bland had been 
enabled to effect bis villany — and on tbe 
«ubsequent evening set out with bis dan* 
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gerbus conipanion for Paris, having first 
calied in Sioane Street, fully determined 
to confide in Rosa and bis brother thö 
tour he was going upon, and its !&tal 
cause; but xiot finding either» that intens 
tion was frustrated. ; r 

In th'e dissipations of the city öf Faris; 
into which this insidiöus tempter led ' her 
unre&isting dupe, Charles gradually begaii 
to lose the poigiiaricy of ' bis angüished 
misery, at the blightiiig of all hope.loi: 
him of winnibg the inestimable Rosa for 
his öwn ; and as gradually to find thä fas^ 
cinations of the now undisguisedly at« 
tached enchantresi too alluj^ing to bä op<* 
posed. 

' But at length the reappearance of Buo* 
naparte's eagles in France relit the torch 
of destructive wärfare, and with it the 
patriotism of Mr. Monson, who» all wild 
anxiety- to become useful to his cottntry, 
flew to London, where shame for his trans- 
gressions, and apprehensions of beholding 
Rosabella, led him not to seek any in- 
dividual of his famUy ; and making instant 



upplication to bis monej broker, and at 
the War Office, he in due. titne had the 
transport of seeing himself gazetted aa 
B soldier } and upon obtaining this long 
ardently panted for commission^ h^ re^ 
paired to the Netherlands, still a^^com^ 
panied by his wily deceiver, to join his 
regiment; and eai'ly in Jnne became an 
itthabitant of Brüssels. Here, one day 
obortly after his arrival, upon returning. 
from parade to his lodging» sooner than 
fae was^ expected, he found Mrs. Bland 
in the act of peruging a letter, which in 
eyidlent confu^ion nhe crumpled up, and 
hitrried into h^r rklicuie the moment b^ 
appeared. 

Charles was neither of a j^aloue nor 
a eöspicious temper ; yet he tbought thia a 
iiDgular circumBtance, althongh he forbore 
(o questiofi her upon the subjeet; BtiO 
euBpicion did arise in his mind, when od the 
8})iteenth a« he wafl marching out of Bnis« 
8el$ to meet the enemies of his country, he 
beheld a man in the Park stronglj re- 
«emWing Bland, althongh disguised j and 
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who started away from bis recognition« 
But that was. no moment to seek after 
his own affaits: the critical Situation of 
bis country's cause possessed higher claims» 
and chained him through duty to his corps; 
bearing the glory-worn Standard of which, 
he repaired to the sanguinary conflict; 
and in the gallantly determined preserv- 
ation of which, he received his wound; 
and whilst with his left band twisting 
the sacred trust around his body, a Freilich 
cuirassier was in the act of raising his arm 
to cut down this now defenceless man, 
when he was rescued from this impending 
stroke by the intrepidity of an officer of 
another corps, whp, unfortunate in that 
rescue, received a wound. 

But, although Charles was thus preserv- 
ed from death, the desperate wound he 
had received compelled his being led from 
the piain of Waterloo ; and after dreadful 
delays on his impeded progress, he at 
length arrived at Brüssels ; when, on find- 
ing there how complete a dupe he had 
been to those who had worked his ruin, 
and destroyed every hope of happiness for 
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him, the shock was too mucb» exhausted 
as he was, with hunger, fatigue, bodily 
anguisb, and loss of blood; and sealed 
bis senses m the temporary oblivion of 
a swoon« 
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CHAPTER XIL 

As from the moment thi» wounded began 
to änter Brusselsr from the plains of ^ory, 
Doctor Healy had been unable to dedicate 
as much time to Lady Agatha Fitzmaurice^ 
fts her case reqmred, he appeared by her 
piUow early on the mormng of the twen» 
tietb, to xnake his apdbgies, and to le» 
commence his necessary attention to her. 

Roiabella having füll dependence npoa 
her mysterious correspondent^s testimony öf 
the s(&fety of Lord Montalbert, and there- 
fore concludihg he was gone on with the 
victorious army, her mind had resumed 
power to ättend to öther things ; and with 
anxiety she was hangmg over the' piÜQW of 
her aunt to learn Dc»5tor Hcfely's opinioii 
of her, wheh her ladyshlp inquiredv ^' ht)w 
his patient was going, on, to whom he had 
so kiiidly refeigned his öwp bed?'*' 

^' Qh! his wound.is ä. most beantiful 
case/' the doctor responded^ in benevdbüt 
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rapture, ** and not likely to prove of the 
smallest future inconvenience to bim j'al- 
though from bis patriotic determination 
not to quit £be field until the fate of tbe 
battle was decided, bis loss of blood wa» 
menacingy aa well as bis sufifering from 
an undressed woand, Mrhich he got ia 
aavtng the üfe of a coüntryman of your 
ladjrsbqi's ;~« brotber of Lord Derville'a^ 
wliich waa ratber d äuigabr act of mag^ 
nanitni<7 too ^ as I faeard firom a brotber 
officer ef bia thk morning, äiat tbta youog 
Monson had oarried off a &ir lady, with 
wbom my pattent ^m on the point of mar- 
liage.** 

Jäofiabeüa^s beart beät wildly, yet sbe 
knew not wby, for sbe could collect no* 
tbing jOrom tbis account, but tbat tbe life 
of Mr. Monson had been particularly in 
peril^ and that he carned off some wortb^ 
lessly inconstant wi^man, 

'^ And wbo 18 aus magnammously for* 
giving hero of yours P' said Lady Agatika, 
acarcely knowing what sbe did say^ in her 
alarm, lest heoring thw abruptly of Mr. 
HoMcmfs d»banooiHble couduct in carry^ 
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log off the betrothed of another, might \oo 
much distress her dear RosabelUu* 

^' He Js Lord Montalbert, one ei the 
most gaUant of our gallant heroes.'* 

Rosa now sunk into a seat,, her su9^ 
ceptibilities in the^ wildest tttmnlt of dis* 
majr«— The intelligence of Lord Mont* 
albert being wounded came vnth a direful 
paog to her heart, although, wbilst vau 
certain of his fate» she had foelieved ifad 
ihe to hear nothing more fatal than tbat^ 
ehe V90}ää be happy; yet now, even the 
favourabie r^M»:t of his wound seemed 
to prove but inefficacious balm to her 
bosom ! whiist this history of Mt. Monson'A 
misoondu^t to his lofd^ip^ was to h^ in« 
expHcable. ^* She herseif had been en- 
gaged to Lord Montalbert; but she had 
not been eariied off by Charles Monson, 
and what could this stätement mean?** 

•« And what can this mean ?** was ä 
question thät perpetually arose in the mind 
of cur herc^ne, until, like a stroke of sub- 
duing elwtricity, the probability darted 
into her imagination, of the detractora 
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of the World having ascrlbed her tayts* 
terious disappearance to the influence of 
Mr. Monson ; and now inexpressibly shock- 
edy a tide of misery again arose in her 
mißd), almost too mighty for the efforts* of 
her piety and fortitude to oppose. 
. The wound of poor Charles for severat 
däys presented a most unpromising as^ect, 
menacing. the sad neeessiiy of amputa- 
tioB ; but by the skill and attention of 
those who t'ook care of hiin» in the course 
of a fortnight every- unfavöurafale appear»* 
ance sub&ided ; although* still it was fear- 
ed hjs eure w.ould be tedious in its pro« 
gf^ss ; and duting tl\is fortnight the grate- 
ful Diichess, and the no>less grateful Con« 
stantia —^ wha nöw had learned to love her 
Bister äs tenderly as if she Itadbeen reared 
with her,— -attended him ad earefully and 
asr anxiously aS: if she had been the off- 
spring of the one, the brotber of the 
other;/for still his< kindness, and that 
of bis family to Rosabella in. her help* 
less insulatioD) were ever present to their 
remembn^ncei. warihing their hearts to ex* 



ROfi ABELLA. 213 

«rtions in bis belialf, and promoting the 
distillations of grate fiil balms to renovate 
them after all fatigue endured for liim. 

But long it had not been possible to 
conceal from Bosabella the person, for 
whose accommodation the Abbe Nugent 
had given up his.own Chamber; and the 
distress the knowledge of Charles being 
beneath the same roof with her suffer- 
ing direfully, and she who loved him so 
affectionately, and who owed such a debt of 
gratitude to him and to bis family, not 
to üy and take a sister's part in care 
of him, became an oppressive bürden to 
her heart. 

For although Rosa believed, that her 
persevering in concealing herseif from 
recognition for Lady Meliora's sake was 
no longer necessary, yet, for Charles^s 
peace she still believed it was absolutely 
so; since to her remembrance was fuUy 
present the agony he seemed to sufier, 
through the destruction of all bis hopes 
of obtaining her; and now, when ^very 
barrier raust appear to him broken down, 
which iiitervened tö prevent the prudence 
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er propriety of bis addressing her, since 
üow family and fortune were hers— ^for 
beside that the recovery of her motber's 
fortune must ultimately enrich her, Lady 
Agatha, independent of every future 6x- 
peütation from her, had ^ready giveo 
twenty thousand pounds to. her mother, 
«nd tea tboueand eacfa to her 8ister and 
herself -^ and therefore she could not 
doubt, that if sfae aj^ared to nurse him, 
the atibachment of Charles, if not subdued, 
wcxuld feed on hopes destructive of bis 
fiiture peace ; for although Lord Mont- 
aibert ^ras lost to her, yet stiil her heart 
pronounced she could never, never love 

And what added bitter pangs to poor 
Rosabelk's distress was her not being 
able fuUy to confide to her adored and 
adforiug mother the cause of her siagu* 
Iar]y musatnxal and ungrateful conduct, 
in itnploring secrecy from Mr. Moason 
o^f her being in Brüssels, and upoQ all 
tliings relative to her. She who by nature 
was claased a^ongst the most^ngenuousof 
huiia^n beinig)s,it wasoiost pecüHady paiaüsd 
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to ; and more particularly, as she saw 
all the mysteries which unhappily eave- 
loped her gave. considerable uneasin^ss 
to her mother. 

The terror ofthe Duchess ibr the health 
o£ her child Uighting beneath the su 
rocco's vnthering Uast of secret sorrows, 
Röaa now marked vrith deep affliction; 
and after mustng bours of paioful medi* 
tation upon her griefB and tbeir scnirces, 
she proiiouBced herself-«--with horror pro- 
nounced herself-a transgressor against 
fieaven and her mother, for muimuring 
at, and manrning over the decrees of Pro» 
vidence, and fostering m her boBom a pas^ 
üoolj tfaat sfae ought to haxre subdued 
the moment in which tbe duty of gra« 
titcrde pvoseribed it» aad tx) have recoiled 
from in dismay, thje moment the marriage 
of its inspirer had remdered it crimftaal 
to indulge it ; wliilst to her mother she 
proROunced herself a moiüster in cruelty» 
sfteir all her direful suffering throiigh Hie^ 
now she was restored to her, instead of 
proving a consoKng bahn, she was pour» 
ing new gne&, laew anxieties» new alarms 
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into her lieart; and in the moment Heä- 
ven was showering its blessings upon her 
heati, by. her restoration to such a pa- 
rent and sister as hers, — to name, con- 
riection, wealth, and protection, — she 
proved herseif an ingrate; repining, because 
one covetedblessing waswithheld from her, 
and bestowed on the friend and companion 
öf her life, — the being through whose in- 
fluence she bad been rescued from the 
path .of ignorance» and reared ita inno- 
cence. ^ . 

; Such convictions were not Hke seeds 
«cattered on a harren rock, in the mind 
of ßosabella. No, they became. germes 
Üiat budded into exertion, and blossc^med 
in* the loveliness of meek Submission to 
her fate ; but, > although they were loyely, 
and.although they drew forth the most 
powerful admiration in the breast of the 
sympatliizing Abbe and her mother, they 
awakened terrors too; lest their beauty 
was but the herald of the prämature fate 
of hot-bed flowers : — for in every lock 
and accent they saw her griefs were not 
cured by her &mness, — they were subdued 
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by her piety ; and as the smile of celestial 
/Hibmission played round her mouth, or 
the sublime glance of meekness beamed 
from her eyes, they almost trembied, 
lest they were as the beatifying Sym- 
ptoms of a Saint on her rapid way to 
Heaven. 

During this fortnight of auspicious 
change in the aspect of Mr. Monson's 
wound, Lord Montalbert's first promise 
of perfect eure became each succeeding 
hour more certain ; and possessing the 
blessings of an unimpaired Constitution 
and a Heaven-formed temper, with a 
conscience unclouded by stain or blemish, 
he had many essential aids towards bis 
recovery within himself Yet had he not 
been a firm Christian, recovery would not 
have formed his wish ; for to him life pos- 
sessed no charm ; since Rosabella's dere- 
liction of him had blighted every blossom 
of happinessy and made the path of his ex- 
istence a cheerJess track. 

A third week had elapsed since the 
direful conflict in Europe had so glorious- 
ly terminated, when Lord Montalbert ob- 

VOL, V. L 
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tained permission to undertake the salu- 
tary exertion of a slowly-paced prome- 
nade ; and as he daily gathered strength 
from air and gentle exercise, he deter- 
mined in a very few days after his libe- 
ration from the house, to extend his walk 
to visit the major of his regiment, who 
had . been desperately wounded, and was 
amongst those whom the Abb& Nugent 
had taken under his care. Lady Agatha 
Fitzmaurice his lordship had not the ho- 
nour of knowing ; but that, Doctor Healy 
informed him, was no impediment to his 
wish. 

For two successive days Lord Mont- 
albert had paid his visits to his slowly 
recovering friend, without experiencing 
one presentiment of Rosabella's inhabiting 
the same dwelling ; although her image 
was ever present to his mind's eye, and 
the remembrance of her dereliction in 
the anguished records of his sorrowing 
heart. But on the third day of his entering 
this asylum of the wounded, as he was 
retiirning from sitting his permitted half 
hour with his friend, in the gallery leading 
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to the stairs he was to descend, the form 
of Rosabella suddenly flitted across the 
passage before him, in a transit from one 
room to anothen I not at first perceiving 
his lordship, and in total ignorance of 
his having yet ventured out, as she had 
neverdared to make inquiries afiter him 
from Doctor Healy, — her amazement could 
only be surpassed by her agonized dismay, 
when she beheld him, pale and attenuated, 
and paralyzed with agitation, standing in 
the same apartment with her. 

Rosa, uttering a faint cry of agony, 
covered her face with her hands, as if 
she hoped to conceal herseif from recog« 
nition. 

'^ Rosa ! — for Rosa I still must presume 
to call you, since your new appellation 
I have not yet found suffcient firmness 
to pronounce,'' his lordship with difficulty 
articulated, in a voice scarcely audible 
from excess of emotion, as he now closed 
the door, and placed his back against 
it, both for support, and to insure no in- 
terruption to this interview of mental 
agony to him. 

L 2 



^* O Rosa! wellvxnay you strive to hide 
tfaat fatal face from the man whose bappi- 
nefis you so cruelly destroyed: — but no 
cloud of obscurity^ can conceal you from 
my recognition. Yet, unprecedented in 
barbarity, as your most unexpected de- 
reliction has proved tö me, it was my fixed 
determination — should the coveted bless^ 
iog ever await me, of beholding more your 
loved form,-— not to inflict a pang upon 
j'our heart» — althougb you lacerated mine: 
— but late bodily suffering has destroyed, I 
find, the firmness of my mind, andbowsme 
down to the weakness of reproacbing you, 
whilst even yet you reign in my heart's 
unvanquishable idolatry. Oh ! Rosabella, 
after raising me to the height of bappy 
expectation by the sweetest smiles of hope's 
encouragement, why did you dash me 
down to misery*s deep abyss, without even 
one pitying sound of waming ?'* 

Rosabella, who feit füll as poignantly 
thfe force of the cruelty, which her arbi* 
trary duty had impelled her to inflict upon 
the man she loved, as bis lordship did 
himself, found her weight of misery now 
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too' great to süand beneath, and she sunk 
into a seat, ihe semblance of mute de« 
9pair. 

"Oh! Rosa, Rosa!^* bis lordship con- 
tinued, in tones of the most melting pa- 
thos ; " why did not some small portion of 
that pity» which now I see füll well writbes; 
yöur gentle beart for itie, operate in my 
behalf ten fatal itaonths ago ? Wby, when 
you fouad your £äncied attachment to me 
was all delusioti,— that your heart prefer- 
red a bappier man, Why not strive at least 
to lesaen tbe tortures to be inflicted, by 
some preparatory jngenuous sootbing ?'* 

Rosa's beart heaved its groans in stifled 
anguish ; for to the busband of her friend 
she dared not betray, that every pang she 
badinflicted in bis bosom reverberated upon 
her own with augmented agony; neitber 
would her truth in gratitude, her faith 
in friendship, permit her removing the 
veil of deceptton from bis eyes, relative to 
her preference of anotber ; since, knowing 
ttot wbose band had placed it tbere,— 
for the purpose, she doubted not, of pro« 
moting bis union. with. Lady Meliora, — she 
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]ie mnk lipon his bed in mental agCHiies, 
^most threatening annihilation to bis 
$en8es» or destruction to his existence, 
which now he scrupled not to wish had 
not been spared upon the ensanguined 

ficld. 
But in these moments of mental suffer- 

ii^tbe pitying destiny of Lord Mental- 
liett conducted bis preceptor-^tbe being 
ifhom from childhood he had looked iq» 
to as bis temporal counsellor. Ins spiritual 
guide — to bis bedside, to yield to bis barst" 
ipg beart the balms of friendsbip, tbe re- 
fief of confiding tbe misery tbat subdued 
him. 

Mr. Trench had been at St* Leonardas 
rectory, wben he leamed that his adored 
pupil had joined the army in tbe Nether- 
lands ; and instantly he set all his affiiirs 
iß train for a prompt departiu*e for London» 
where he migfat obtain more speedy and 
certain intelligence of his parentally-loved 
friend^ than could be tbe case in his own 
country; and where too, he conld with 
lAore facilily fly to that ftiend^ should 
necesaily, alas l reqüire iU 
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But tiirough a variety of impeding oc- 
currences, Mr. Trench did not arrive in 
London until a fortnight after the fate of 
battile bad consigned his beloved friend 
to a couch of pain and suffering ; when, 
faeart-wrung) he pröceeded on the wings 
of anxiety to Brüssels; soon discovered 
the asylum afForded by benevolence to his 
wounded pupil; and by his lordship's 
attached servant, Steel, who had himself 
brayely fought in the late contest — was. 
promptly introduced to the object of his 
paternal solicitude. 

The swoon of Rosabella proved long 
and obstinate ; and when her Suspension 
of faculty terminated, a violent flpod of 
tears succeeded,- and some unguarded 
^rticulation of Lord Montalbert's name 
in the moment of her recovery from in- 
animation, gave the Solution to her almost 
distracted mother, of the distress which 
overpowered her child ; since she doubted 
not Rosabella's haying seen his lordship :. 
but the particulars of the unfortunate in- 
terview she forebore to inquire, lest she 

L 5 
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should increase the cönflict in her daugh- 
ter's bosom. 

But the abundant flow of Rosa's anguish- 
ed iears feil not with the salutary effect 
her mother hoped for ; since her hand 
bore the burning Symptom of fever, and 
her temples throbbed with the same 
portentous indication ; added to which, 
her shivering frame and piteous heaving 
of her bosom in convulsive agitation in- 
duced the alarmed Duchess to summon 
Doctor Healy, who, although in füll con- 
viction of the malady of this interest- 
ing young creature being mental, pro- 
nounced it a nervous afiection, brought 
on by fatigue and anxiety in her long 
attendance upon her sister and aunt, 
with the terror and compassion the lata 
direful cönflict had awakened in her 
mind; and ordered her immediately to 
her bed, that she might take a strong 
Opiate to compose the irritatioil of her 
nerves. 

The heart-rived Rosa, in agony at be. 
holding the distress with which she pver- 
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whelmed her mother and sister, unmur- 
muringly complied with all the pre- 
scriptions of the good doctor, who re- 
turned to his lodgings to receive at dinner, 
besides Lord Montalbert, his now constant 
guest, Mr. Trench, whom he had iovited 
to dine with his friend, and the Abb6 
Nugent. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

It required a powerfiil struggle with bis 
iSrmness, ere Lord Montalbert could com- 
xnand bis feelings suflSciently to permit bis 
appearance at table that day ; but grati- 
tude to bis benevolent bost, to Mr. Trencb, 
wbo bad journeyed so far to see bim, and 
to tbe Abb6 Nugent, wbo bad sbown bim 
tbe most bumane attentions during bis con- 
finement,— be feit, demanded sucb exertion 
from bim, and tbe sacrifice of any indi- 
vidual comfort. 

Wbilst sittirig after.dinner, Doctor Healy 
Said — 

** I must presently leave you for a sbort 
time, as I am uncommonly anxious to see 
my new patient again. Ker illness to-day, 
Abb^, was sudden, and I greatly fear it is 
some deeply-seated mental malady, which 
no iEsculapian skill can reacb:-— yet would 
I give any sum to be of Service to ber,— 
for never did any young creature iuterest 
me so powerfuUy : so kind, so tender, so 
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afFectionatey— so humane, so prompt in 
expedients for the relief of those who 
require them." 

«* I have now,*' responded the Abb^, 
^ been beneatfa the same roof with her for 
many months, and I never yet met with 
so sweet, so pure, so interesting a crfea- 
ture/' 

^* Your lordsbip/' said Doctor Healy, 
*• although yoii know not the yoüng lady 
we are speaking of, are indebted yourself 
to her for tender care, sincc all the nutri- 
ment you took, whilst confined to your 
Chamber, you alrcady know came from 
Lady Agatha Fitzmaurice's ; — but all was 
made uiider this sweet girl's direction ; 
not one culinary comfort was sent for 
your use, or to Mr.. Monson's rocmi^ that 
she did not inspect herseif, ere she per- 
mitted it to reach you.'* 

^* Mr. Monson^s room ! ! " faintly arti- 
culated Lord Möntalbert, — Jed from his 
feelings of gratitude to this young stran- 
ger by an anguished pang through his 
heart: " Mr. Monson is then in the 
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house with ^ of Lady Agatha Fitzmau- 

rice ?" 

** O yes,'* replied the doctor smiling» 
«< your lordship's knight-errantry rescued 
that patient, to add to the Abbe Nugent's 
ward." 

^* I much wonder/' said Lord Montal- 
bert> with the short catching respiration 
of extreme internal emotion, and with a 
frame shaking from powerful agitation, 
^' that although the benevolence of a stran- 
ger took pity upon me, Mr. Monson's — 
wi — wi — wife did not attend to her hus- 
band's nourishment herseif." 

" Wife !*' repeated the doctor. ** No, 
no ; luckily for him, poor fjßUow ! she was 
no wife." 

^* No wife. — ^What mean you, sir ?** 

" Why, did not your lordship hear," re- 
plied Doctor Healy — not conceiving he 
could, and therefore not perceiving he had 
awakened the fierce ire of his guest — " that 
the harpy, whom he eloped to the Condnent 
with last year, plundered him whilst he 
was gallantly battling for his country on 
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the plains of Waterloo and fleurus, and 
re-eloped— with her own husband ?** 

** For mercy, teil me,*' exclaimed Lord 
Montalbert, grasping Doctor Healy's arm 
firmly, as if determined he should not 
escape his fangs» until he answered him — 
^^ is not Charles Monson — the husband of, 
— Miss Frederick, — of Rosabella Frede- 
rick ?" 

*' He is the husband of no one : — ^but 
he was the dupe of a Jezabeüa^ — the wife 
of one Bland» a notorious sharper, only to 
be equalled by his better half, I find," re- 
plied the doctor ; " but we have been talk- 
ing of a Rosabella — Rosabella Wood- 
ville.'* 

Lord Montalbert, as he started, reiterat^ 
ed " Rosabella Woodville !" 

** Yes," replied Doctor Healy, ** Rosa- 
bella Woodville, daughter to the Duchess 
di Soria, by her first marriage, and great 
niece to Lady Agatha Fitzmaurice.'* 

*• Then she has seen her brother, and 
his Information has anticipated mine," said 
his agitated lordship. 

" Her brother!'* exclaimed the Abbe, 
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f < Does yöur lordahip mean Frederick 
WoodviIIe ? for if you do, I corijure you 
to impart all you know of bim, that I may 
fly to comfort his long sorrowing and 
most unfortunate mother/' 

** There are few men I know more of 
than him you call Frederick WoodviIIe, 
but whom I now introduce to you aa 
Frederick WoodviIIe Arundel, — • who is 
cme of the most esteemed of my firiends -^ 
not upon the earth's surfaqe dwells a 
nobler being than Major Arundel :" and 
with a deep drawn sigh his lordship add- 
ed, " he is worthy of his sister." 

And now, although pitiably agitated» 
Lord Montalbert hesitated not to comply 
with the Abb6*s request; but these par- 
ticulars his lordship gave we will now com- 
mingle with other circumstances essential 
for our reader*s information. 

The father of our heroine was third and 
youngest son to Viscount Elwy ; and this 
peer was tortured with so violent, so un* 
bending, so implacable a temper, . that it 
clcyuded over many .virtues df the first 
prder, which he possessed j and 'made him 
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^enerally more feared than )oved ;-~more 
shunned than courted. 

Unfortunately for his son Frederick, he 
had been the spoiled darling of his mother» 
whom he had calamitousljr lost, about a 
year prior to his first beholding Lady Ro- 
salvinä North more ; and was on his part 
so wholly unaccustomed to contradiction, 
that he had not leamed^— either through 
the inspiraticms of his duty, or the reverence 
he really feit for his father,~-the lesson of 
bending to any will bnt his own ; so that 
whea he wrote from Yorkshire to acquaint 
Lord Elwy with the attachment he had 
formed, reqiiesting his immediate consent 
to his marriage, and received his lord- 
ship's peremptory unqualified command to 
give up every thought of uniting himself 
to a Catholic; Frederick, through the 
magic of love's rhetoric» persuaded the 
young and thoughtless Ros^lvina to elope 
with him ; and in about a week after his 
father's mandate had reached him, he 
again addressed Lord Elwy, with Informa- 
tion of his marriage. 

When this letter, announcing the direct 
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disobedience of bis son, reacbed tbe band 
of Lord Elwy, be was in tbe commence- 
ment of an Indisposition, wbicb althougb 
of little consequence at first, rapidly be- 
came fatal, and terminated bis existence 
in a very few days, leaving bim no power, 
wben witb repentant pangs be feit tbe 
inclination, to revoke wbat^in tbe violence 
of bis first impulse of resentment towards 
bis disobedient son, be bad done— cut bim 
off witb one sbilling. 

Tbe new Lord Elwy was only balf bro- 
ther to tbe ruined Frederick ; was mar- 
ried, and being ratber weak in intellect, 
badgiven bimselfup wbolly to tbe influ* 
ence of bis wife and ber iamily, wbo com-, 
pletely govemed bim ; and being a selfish 
race, Prederick Woodville formed no ex- 
pectation of any aid from bis lordship, and 
if he bad, he would only have met with dis- 
appointment« 

His matemal, as well as paternal brotber, 
was a widely diflerent character ; his head 
^atored with sense, bis mind with in- 

^woyeara pnor to IVederides union. 
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had marrled a loyely young woman, in 
every way deserving of him ; and althoügh 
the sole heiress of an ancient and wealthy 
baronet, affection, not interest^ had been 
the basis of their alliance. 

The auspicious promise of happiness 

that smiled on the nuptial hour of Aubrey 

Woodville, too quickly proved delusive ; 

for very shortly Mrs. Aubrey Woodville 

feil into a delicate State of health, which 

induced her adoring husband and parents 

to fly with her to the salubrious clime of 

Italy, But change of region availed not ; 

the malady was mortal, althoügh not 

prompt in progress: and her anxious 

friends first moving from spot to spot for 

varying scenes and more auspicious air, 

and then, when the distractions upon the 

Coutinent spreading their pernicious influ- 

ence compelled them for safety to still 

more frequent removals, with the difficulty 

ensuing of intercourse with home, xinfor- 

tunately caused in all that time only one 

letter of Frederick's, which announced 

his marriage, to reach his brotherj who 

b^rd nothing further of him^ until his 
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heart was wrung with tidings of his death« 
Ab no other intelligence accompanied 
this afflicting information, Aubrey, con- 
chiding his brother had reöeived his moiety 
of his mothei^s marriage Settlements and 
that an earPs daughter must have had a 
portion, never for one moment conceived 
the poflsibilfty of Frederick's widow and 
ehildren beiog left in any circumstances 
but those according with their rank in life ; 
yet he instantly wrote as kind a letter of 
condolence, as an affectionate sympathizing 
heart could dictate^ to the unfortunate 
widow» offering her a brother's friendshipi 
tod to her ehildren an uncle^s cördial love ; 
but from the State of the Continent that 
letter never reached the insulated Rosal- 
vina. 

At length a new and heavier affliction 
assäiled poor Aubrey; nor did the long 
fearful expectation of the blow meliorate 
the direfui pangs it inflicted ; — he lost his 
adored wife, and with her embalmed body 
he preceded her disconsolate parents to 
England $ and on his arrival with his sacred 
Charge, he found his orphan nephew a brn 
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object to demand his care, a drooping in- 
mate in his London mansion. 

From the letter which the Duke di Soria 
lefl for Aubrey Woodville, inrhen be depo^ 
«ited young Frederick, with the certificate 
of his birth, to prove his identity — and 
.which he had taken from the papers of the 
wretched Rosalvina, when be inspected 
them, to seize every carefully preserved 
address of her beloved departed husband 
toher, Aubrey firstlearned, " that hisbro- 
ther's widow and children had been left in a 
State of poverty, from which he — the writ» 
~-had most generously rescuäd them, ua- 
der a fallacious belief that he was beloved ; 
but having discovered how basely he had 
been deceived by the perfidious ingrate, 
upon whom he had conferred the honour 
of his high rank and^ name, the country, 
and every thing appertaining to the rival 
his base wife cherished in her heart to hi3 
exclusion^ had become hateful to him.; 
and that the son oftbat rival, who bore his 
name, he had torn from the arms of his 
deceitful mother, never to be restored to 
them ; and had sent to him to protect, or 
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to poniard ; and that the next step he was 
intent upon was to fly with the destroyer 
of his delusive dream of conjugal happiness 
to his native coimtry, to cut oflf for ever 
her intercourse with every individual of 
the accursed race of Woodville.*' 

After the interment of his lamented 
wife, and that he could abstract his 
thoughts sufficiently from his cherished 
grief to undertake it, he replied to the 
Duke di Soria*s letter, desiring him, since 
his marriage with his brother's widow had 
unfortunately become a source of repent^ 
ance to him, immediately to send her and 
his young niece back to England. 

Month after month having elapsed with- 
out the haughty Don* deigning a reply to 
his letter, the anxious Aubrey, fearing 
that his beloved brother's tenderly-attach- 
ed Rosalvina might be sufFering cruelly 
from her jealous tyrant, at length deter- 
inmed to attempt an expedition to Cas- 
tile, and was making preparations accord- 
^Svj when an answer arrived from the 
^Ke, stating that the Duchess had just 
presented him with a lovely daughter. 
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and had whoUy forgotten all who bore 
OT had ever borne the name of Wood- 
ville ; and that bis Britannic Majesty's 
dominions could not purchase bis per- 
mission for bis adored and adoring wife 
to go from bim on a visit, even of a 
day: and tben cooUy added, *^ tbat tbe 
cbild, Rosabella, had been sent with.a 
careful nurse by the Duchess herseif from 
Spain to the care of an aunt of hers, 
and had with her attendant, and the 
whole ship's crew, perished on the coast 
of Ireland. 

As the bosom of Aubrey Woodville 
was the seat of honour, he could not be« 
lieve a proud Castilian, and one of the 
Hidalgoes, would give falsehoods under bis 
band; and well knowing the inconsist- 
ency of human natura, and how friends 
can die and promptly be forgotten, he 
sighed to think such was the fate of his 
brother's memory ; — wept for the piteous 
destiny of the cherub Rosabella ; and be- 
lieving it would be an insult to his cherish- 
ed remembrance of his brother to bestow 
any further notice on a woman, who had 
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SO totaUj forgotten him and his children, 
he wrote no more to Castile, but contented 
himself— as all that was, alas ! left for him, 
to evince how sincere had been kis frater- 
nal afiection, — by supplying, with unre- 
in itting tenderness and care to his beloved 
nephew, tbe duties of the parents he had 
lost. 

ünder the judicious guidance of Aubrey 
Woodville, the young and docile Frede- 
rick was educated, with every attention to 
his health and to his religious and moral 
duties, united with every essential mental 
acquireraent to form him as a scholar and 
a gentleman ; and never did cbild love a 
father, or father a child more affectionate- 
]y, than this uncle and nephew. And as fa- 
ther and son they at length became consi- 
dered by the world in general; since, upon 
the death of Sir William Arundel, — father 
of Mrs. Aubrey Woodville, he bequeathed 
every thing he died possessed of, as Ladjr 
Arundel was no more — to his son-in-law, 
upon condition of taking the name, and 
bearing the arms of Arundel, — a change 
of name that Aubrey extended to bis ne- 
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phew, whom he with proper forms adopted 
as bis son. 

But, although Aubrey Arundel gare up 
bis sister-in-law, Frederick Arundel could 
not bis mother; and most frequently be 
addressed letters to ber at the Castle di 
Soria : but tbe State of tbe Continent, and 
tbe intereepting band of tbe duke, com- 

# 

bined to prevent one line from England 
ever reacbing tbe miserable Rosalvina. 
Yet, notwitbstanding tbis sad cbill to bis 
fond bopes and wisbes in tbe silence of bis 
motber, bis affectionate beart still panted 
to bebold a parent, if one was yet spared 
to bim,— to embrace bis Spanisb sister, 
and to obtain intelligence of tbe part of 
Ireland's coast wbere bis darling playmate 
Rosabella perished ; and, if tbe rutbless 
element bad tbrown up ber cberub corse, 
wbere it bad found interment. As he 
advanced to manbood, tbese wisbes be- 
came so painfuUy oppressive to bis beart, 
that, witb a bope of its leading bim to 
realize tbe object be bad ever in bis 
tbougbts, be importuned bis uncle to per- 
mit bis entering tbe army ; and the in- 
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dulgent Aubrey, although trembling in 
heart at possible consequences, would not 
thwart a wish, upon which he believed the 
happiness of bis beloved boy rested. A 
commission was therefore purchased for 
bim, and, through cbance, in the same 
regiment' with Lord Montalbert» — * with 
whom an intimacy sprung up from their 
first introduction to each other, and ripened 
into the most sincere friendship, as toge- 
ther they pursued their career of glory 
upon the Peninsula. 

Bat, when at length the brilliant suc- 
cesses of bis unconquered leader brought 
bim to Castile, the haven of bis long pant« 
ing wishes, and that poor Frederick made 
bis anxious way to the Castle di Soria, the 
most painful disappointment assailed him 
there : — the duke had joined the arms of 
Joseph Buonaparte, and the duchess with 
her daughter gone into Alava. 

At length, ander the triumphant ban* 
ners of unfaltering success, the dire horrors 
of battle raged at Vittoria j and there, as 
the hero dealt slaughter with bis uncon- 
quered compeers through the ranks of the 
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brave enemy, the heart of the son and bro- 
ther bled at every pore, since he knew that 
the Castle bis mother and her child had 
been removed to overlooked the ensan-» 
guined piain, and he knew not what they 
had suöered from the ruthless foe, or might 
suffer, were the British here to learn the 
lesson of defeat. 

But thehard-contested day was won. — 
Frederick Arundel, and bis friend Lord 
Montalbert, covered with well earned lau- 
reis without the alloy of a wound, on the 
subsequent morning, fonnd opportunity to 
attend to the tender pleadings of nature, 
and to seek for the iilial heart of Arundel 
some relief, by setting out to find among 
the Castles in the vicinity of Vittoria that 
in which bis mother resided ; when, as by 
the course of the Zadora they were passing 
over the memorable piain, they heard a 
piteous groan break from a clump of wil- 
lows contiguous to the road they were 
pursuing. 

The humanity of both led them to stop : 
and instantly dismounting and giving their 
horses to thecare ofWilson,they entered the 
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thicket, and discovered a wounded Portu« 
guese soldier there perishing, without aid 
or power to move from a spot, where 
apprehension of the Spanish peasantry 
had led him inadvertently to conceal him- 
self. 

With the tenderness of true humanity» 
those amiable young men staunched the 
sufiering soldier*s wounds as well as they 
were able with their handkercbiefs, then 
raising him in their arms, they bore him 
to the entrance of the thicket, with Inten- 
tion to place him on Wilson's horse, being 
the least spirited of the three ; but Wil- 
son, with his steed, had vanished — Lord 
Montalbert, leaving the support of the 
nearly exhausted Portuguese to his friend, 
made a sortie from the boscade, to recon- 
noitre from an approximate eminence for 
the route of Wilson, but no vestige of him 
could he discern} and as from that point 
he had seen a Castle not far distant, he 
determined either to bear the wounded 
soldier thither, or obtain from thence as- 
sistance. 

Hastily now his lordship returned to his 
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friend, ivhen, on reentering the thicket, 
his foot hit against something which the 
overhätiging foliage concealed. That some- 
thing was the loaded musket of the sol- 
dier, which had fallen from his hand ob- 
Uquely against the willow, as weak and 
fainting he 'was no longer able to grasp it, 
when he sought refuge there ; and now, 
by this most unfortunate touch the trigger 
was pulled by an intervening twigg, the 
piece went off, and the Contents — alas ! 
were lodged in the body of poor Frederick, 
who, with a deep groan, sunk to the ground, 
crimsoning it with his blood. 

But, can we describe the sensations of 
Lord Montalbert at this dire moment? — 
Oh! no, we cannot: — ^the attempt must 
do his feelings injustice, and evince our 
own weakness in the portraiture. 

As in anguish unutterable he knelt by 
his friend, tearing the linen firom his own 
bosom to staunch the desperate wound, 
Arundel pressed his hand with energy, 
smiled in affection's acquittal upon him, 
and then subdued, he fainted. 
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Thß smiJe of' Arund^l eeemed to have 
rived tb^ heaft aa»} atuvined th^ seaises of 
Lord Montalbert, wbo, iiow wildly starjU 
üig firom the pide of bis friend, flew with 
t]%e speed and diatraeted m oi $. mBjiis^ 
to the co/^tlß which be j^d aeeii. At the 
moment he airrived, a domestic emerged 
from the ga^te en a mission to'MiraDda, to 
wbom the almost gfief-maddened Monial- 
hjert told the fatal aceideat tJuat had juat 
qceiiirx^df «od inifdored' «ssi$liaiice ; whi^ 
tjiiß humaiie jSp^nianl promptl^ promiaed» 
£^»4 M proüBptly procuredy caUing forth 
domestics witb a matrasSi and coUeclittg 
Ime»,^ aad every tJhing he oould rapidly 
procwe thdt could be useAd for tbe oeca* 
s^oo, exboFting bis xompeersi to every ex*, 
^tion of speed. . 

So active indeed was tbeir speed» ä^at 
tbey ahnost foujad winga to datisfy the 
aaguish^d impatience of Lord Montalhert/ 
lyho&e rapid raee they nearly emuUted ;«-^ 
but, alas ! they were too late : — fer^ sbotekr 
ii>g to humanity ! the wounded PortugiKeae 
was lying now a oaked corae before thew j 
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-^but AruQdel was gone, and not a trace 
TemsLiwmg of him but the sanguine streami 
that had issued from his wound. 

With a wiTd cry of despair, the sickening 
Vision of his lordship took in the dire con» 
viction of the calamitous fact; and, in the 
next dreadful moment, he appeared as if 
transformed to marble by the feil shock 
tb^t tbus assailed him ; for waD, and mute, 
aad horror-struck he stoad, until the Spa- 
)üard implofed him to fly to the Castle with 
bim, lest be iboo should become prtsoner to 
SiHöe band of atraggling Freivch» or to ban« 

ditti. 

" And I can answer," cöntimied th6 
Spaniard» ^* that every thing. shall be done 
fbr your security in safe convoy to your 
quaj-ters, mnce my lady is your country«( 
woman, although wife to a Spaniard, the 
Duke di Soria/' 

The electric pang of agony, this name 
shot through the heart of Lord Moutalbert; 
aroused every dormant faculty to the most 
acute susceptibility.-r-" Had he then im- 
molated the long estranged son at the very. 
door of his mother ?" 
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The horror this mental question aug« 
mented now fastened on his brain, and 
like a maniac he rushed by the good Ri- 
naido to seek his friend, and rescue him 
with his life-blood ; and, unmindful of per- 
sonal danger, he roamed from village to 
village — from mountain to Valley» unheed- 
ing interposing streams, seeking his friefid 
throughout the day, — ^and night found his 
lordship a phrenzied wanderer ; for a ty- 
phus fever had assailed him — the efiect of 
mental anguish, with the fatigue he had 
endured, running with the speed of des- 
peration through his agonizing search, and 
never pausing in the round of his inquifies, 
until, exhausted by malady and exertion, 
he sunk down in the suburbs of Vittoria 
about nine in the evening, whither he had 
at length providentially bent his uncon- 
scious way ; and where some humane per- 
sons, happily finding him, conveyed him 
to the British hospital in that city. 

For five weeks Lord Montalbert was 
confined to his bed, in the delirium of a 
fever; and, upon his first awakening to 
perception, a direful shock assailed him 
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on finding seated by his pillow the dejected 
uncle of his lost friend, — bl shock that over- 
powered him, and again bereft him of his 
senses by a dangerous rfelapse. 



M 5 



i$0 ROaABEL£A. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

* 

Frederick Woodville Arundel had been 
reported missing after the battle of Vit- 
toria; and the heart-wrung Aubrey, on 
receiving this intelligence, instantly set 
out for Spain, to trace .if possible the fate 
of his adopted soir. Lord Montalbert was 
therefofe the first person he sought out; 
well aware that his interest for Frederick 
would lead him to instant inquiry; and 
Lord Montalbert he found unconscious of 
all things ; and as Steel informed him, his 
lord and Captain Arundel had rode out to« 
gether at early dawn succeeding the en- 
gagement, only from Lord Montalbert 
therefore could he hope to find a clew to 
guide him to his child. An anxious in- 
terval it proved to Mr. Arundel — trembling 
for the life of his friend, and uncertain of 
his nephew's fate — until his lordship was 
äble to yield him the heart-rending infor- 
mation, which although his humanity led 
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hitA to give as cautiously as his own agon- 
ized feelings would permit, yet he con- 
cealed not that he had caused the destruc- 
tion of his friend. 

The affliction of Mr. Arundel was tem- 
pered by the goodness of his heart, with 
every kind and pitying consideration for 
the tortured feelings of Lord Montalbert, 
whom he endeavoured to console with the 
cheering influenae of hope, whilst his 
own .anguished bosom cherished not pne 
ray. 

Bot although Aubrey Arundel still paid 
every possible attention to the mentally 
suffering invalide, he delayed not the pur- 
suit of every measure to discover the fate 
of his adopted child. Lord Montalbert 
and himself resolyed upon sacriflcing even 
all their possessions, if necessary, to effect 
the discovery of whither Frederick had 
been conveyed, and by whom : — ^but in 
not one of his active as anxious inquiries 
could he even obtain information of Wil- 
son, or of the horses he had in charge, 
although one of them was an Arabian, re- 
markable for beauty* 
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In his inquiries for the fate of his ne« 
phew, Mr. Arundel leamed, that the Düke 
di Soria's castle had been treacherously 
given up to plunderers — sacked» and set 
on fire, the night succeeding the unfortu- 
nate Frederick's disappearance ; and, as 
the enemy was then in confused retreat» 
and by that time at some distance, no one 
cöuld form a suspicion of who had been 
the Spoilers, whilst of the fate of the du- 
chess and her daughter nothing was confi- 
dently known, although it was rumoured 
they had effected their escape. 

It had been the intention of Aubrey 
Arundel, to make one more effort to see 
his sister-in-law, on being so unexpectedly 
drawn into her neighbourhood ; but thus 
calamitously was that intention frustrated ; 
and, at length, finding nothing but afflict- 
ing disappointments to all his plans and 
researches, he determined to foUow the 
retreating army under the auspices of the 
victorious one, in the forlorn hope, that if 
Frederick yet lived, and had fallen into 
the hands of some straggling party of the 
enemy, (for such theSpanish peasants stated 
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to have seen the day after the battle, 
making a secret inarch in the direcUon 
their army had retreated in) sotne new« 
made prisoner might be able to yield in- 
formation relative to him. 

Under this forlorn hope, the sorrowing 
Aubrey at length quitted Vittoria for the 
Pyrennees — first extorting a promise from 
Lord Montalbert, that he would make no 
unnecessary delay in bis return to Eng- 
land; there, if possible, by medical aid, 
to restore that health, which mental sufler^ 
ing had shattered. 

Lord Montalbert, no longer able at this 
period to perform his duty as a soldier, 
proceeded to London, where he set on foot 
every plan that wealth and interest could 
devise for intelh'gence of his friend, and 
then proceeded tp St. Leonardas Abbey to 
try the efficacy of his native air. But he 
carried his disease within him carefully 
cherished in his heart ; and the dreadful 
death of his friend — for he sheltered no 
hope of his exibtence — consigned him to 
solitude, and his aspect to the character of 
deep melancholy, which not, all the influ- 



254> ROSABELLA. 

ence of his own^ or Mn Trench^s piety, 
oould arouse him from : — since, for love 
was reserved that achievement, for now at 
St. Leonard's a variety of circumstances 
recalled to his remembranee the Rosabella 
Frederick, who had captivated his lamented 
young friend Augustus Trench, and had 
won the parental affection of his own re- 
vered uncle and aunt; and all combined 
to awaken the most powerful anxiety to 
behold her, which allowed him not to rest 
until his wish was gratified. 

From the moment a first view of Rosa 
was obtained by the ingenuity of hii lord- 
ship, her image commenced the prece- 
dency of ArundePs in his hours of solitary 
Gontemplation, and imperceptibly to intro- 
duce the soothing influence of hope, to 
cheer that bosom, which the uncertain fate 
of his friend had for so many months con- 
isigned to despondency. And now, eager 
to' catch at all that could beam with auspi- 
cious promise of the restoration of his 
peace, he promptly feil irito the wile pre- 
pi^ed for him by the insidious Delany; 
^ who, on the night when his lordship's hu- 
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nanity faad rashly led him into the assem- 
bly of traitors, had been let by the betray« 
ing manner in which he alluded to our 
heroine, into the secret of bis lordship's 
passion j — a discovery the wary miscreant 
determined at once to turn to bis own ad« 
vantage, as it reminded him of her brother, 
whose affinity to her he was well aware of ^ 
whose fate be was no stranger to ; whilst 
the distress Lord Montalbert had endured 
upon bis friend's account be was perfectly 
acquainted with. 

For the completion of bis selfish projects 
Delany importuned an audience of Lord 
Montalbert, wben be allowed it to appear, 
that the prime cause of bis anxiety to 
reach Paris arose from bis panting wish to 
evince bis gratitude to an Englisb lady, 
the wife of a Spanish grandee, by rescuing 
her son, a British oflBcer, from the hands 
of bis vindictive father-in-law, who had had 
him treacherously borne from the plains of 
Vittoria, (wbere he had been accidentally 
wounded), and lodged in a prison, to 
which he hoped to find bis way, and get 
him free. v 



.< » 
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This at once called forth the anxious 
interrogations of I^rd Mohtalbert, which' 
promptly awakened those bright hopes the 
deluding miscreant had prepared to Iure 
him intö bis avaricious purposes ; for now, 
under all the animating expectations this 
wretch held out to him, of promptly ob- 
taining satisfactory intelligence of Arundel, 
Lord Montalbert supplied him with ample 
means to pursue bis pretended journey 
of research, with every promise of liberal 
recompense, if he proved successful. 

Under the cheering hope thus held 
out by the plausible Delany, Lord Mont- 
albert emerged from retirement^ — although 
scarcely convalescent — to attend the jubi- 
lee, in füll certainty of there meeting the 
Ipvely being, who had made an indelible im- 
pression upon bis heart. But upon that 
fond expectation finding disappointment, 
he early withdrew from the gay scene, 
to attend the dinner of bis tenahtry, and 
to go upon a mission of benevolence, 
which he was anxious to execute that 
day; and on bis return from which, as 
he was rapidly proceeding in bis curriclQ 
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»long a rising ground, he perceived the 
idol of bis aJSections pacing her lonely way 
in the Valley, at so inconsiderable a dis- 
tahce, that, bounding from bis carriaget 
a few moments bnly intervened, until be 
beld open the gate for her to pass througb, 
vben the inexplicably ungracious repul- 
siveness of her manner so amazed and 
alarmed bim, that in painful anxiety to de- 
velope the cause, be appeared at the ball, 
to aim by every attention to the Derville 
family at securing their favour, and ob- 
taining for bimself admission at Ravens- 
wood; but by which unfortunately be 
awakened that delusive vision in the ima- 
gination of the vain Meliora, that caused 
bim many an bour of bitter misery. 

But from the conduct of Mr. Sternbam, 
Lord Montalbert was aroused to suspicion 
of some sinister motive operating upon bis 
extraordinary disapprobation of bis ad- 
dressing Miss Frederick« He tberefore de- 
termined to subvert bis plans, and'with 
rapture learned that Rosabella was gone 
to Myrtle's Town j since there, the re- 
sidence of bis friend would yield bim 
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opportunity to attempt at least the cir« 
cumvention of Mr. Steraham's stratagems; 
and under a fictitious natne to shield him« 
9elf from this inexplicable enemy's hearing 
of hifl beiQg at Myrde Lodge ; whilst by it 
he shoiuld find conviction, that if he wen 
Rosa, his Coronet would have borne no 
part in the achievement. 

Ulis determined siege of Rosabella's 
beart Lord Montalbert commenced with« 
out the slightest suspUion of her bear« 
ing aay affinity to Frederick Arundel, 
whotn often he had heard deplore the Um 
ef his anly sister upon the Irish coast 
as an established fact ; so that when oar 
hctcine related the history of her insa* 
lation to hina, and that conviction came 
to his anguished breast, through the co- 
incidence with all that Frederick's niemory 
suppiied of his mother's marriage, that she 
was sister to the man he had too probably 
bereaved of life, he was unable to sustain 
the shock with firmness ; anT^nder the 
influence of every misery, that could assail 
his heart» from the torturing beli^ that 
Biosa could • never bestow her hand upoa 



tlie individual who had — although so unin« 
tentionally— »deprived her brother of ex« 
istence; he, in the despondence of bis 
agonies, seemed üidustriously to tear every 
shadaw of tbat hope from bis despairing 
bosom, which bot a few hours since he 
hßd so €ondiy cberished there, of Fre* 
deiick Arundel being yet restored to bis 
sorrowiflg friends. 

Under tihe influence of this agonmng 
defi^ondence Lord Montalbert üed firom 
Rosabella, smd winged bis way to Aubrey 
Arusdel, who» he knew, had returned to 
London^ ^er a painful tour of fruitlesa 
research^ to ifnpart to him bin peNir af&io 
tion ; and almost immediatejy afler ihey 
met^-'-^^ts the last resource of thelr expiring 
hopes — they, accoinpanied by Mu Trencb^ 
set out to Paris in purjsiüt.of Pdftüiy» to 
Qompel or hribe him to reveal aU that 
he knew of Frederick's fate ; »nee hi» 
having any clew to it betrayed a deeper 
knowledge than he had coinfesged* BiUt 
had they then confined tbeir pursuit of 
him to the metropolis of England» tiieir 
chanc^ of siicoess woiild Jbavß been more 
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promising; since it was the unhallowed 
impostor Delany, who,« in alarm of recog- 
nition through any of the domestics of 
Lady Derville, had been chased so sud- 
denly from Freecastle's Hotel, oq so unex- 
pectedly encountering our heroine there ; 
and of whose being in London he im- 
mediately dispatched information to her 
viUainous relative Lord Clanmartyr, wbo, 
he doubted not, would send a fiat for her 
effectual removal from the possible recog- 
nition of her father's family. 

The pursuers of Delany were at length 
aiost unexpectedly and joyfuUy recalied 
from their useless tour, by a letter from 
the beloved object of their long painful 
anxieties himself, then with Admiral Oak- 
bury, to whom he häd flown, on learning 
his uncle Aubrey was at Paris. 

Frederick Arundel knew not by whom 
he had been removed from the piain of 
Vittoria, since that had been effected 
whilst he yet continued in a State of 
msensibility ; and for n^any successive days 
he knew nothing of what was passing 
around him ; but on his restored percep- 
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tion lie found himdelf with several French 
officers, also suffering from wounds, de- 
posited in a small hovel in an obscure 
village in Gascony, so devoid of comforts, 
and so ill attended to, that had it not been 
for his faithful. Wilson, whom with joy he 
perceived watching by his pillow, he must 
have perished. 

The account which Wilson had to give 
of his being providentially there to attend 
his beloved master was, " that scarcely 
had the twQ chargers been give'n to his 
care, when his master's Arabian broke 
from him, and being much encumbered 
by the care of T^ord Montalbert's horse, 
who wanted his liberty too, in the descent 
of a Valley he lost sight of the Arabian^ 
and from that moment all clew to him j 
although he continued his pursuit until 
night found him mazed and wandering 
about, and nearly distracted at the loss 
of his dear master's highly prized horse, 
a present of his uncle Oakbury to him j 
and encountering no individual to put 
him in the road to Vittoria. At length 
he was attacked by a band of armed men. 
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guarding a wounded prisoner and a quan-> 
tity of valuable plunder. 

** Although he had arms in his own 
holsters, and in those of Lord Mont- 
albert*s saddle, they came so unexpectedly 
upon him, that ere he was aware of their 
approach they had seized his lordship*s 
steed, and then knocked him off his, and 
secured him for their prize. This he no 
longer repined at, when moming*s dawn 
discovered to him his beloved master in 
their wounded prisoner, whom they had 
placed on a hurdle for a couch, and car- 
ried, when they moved, upon the Shoulders 
of some of thera ; as the man who seemed 
to bear the greatest sway in their party, 
and who appeared to know something 
of surgery, evinced anxiety about him. 

" By day they skulked and bivouacked 
in woods, and by night made very rapid 
marches; bat at length their band feil 
in most unexpectedly with Soult's army in 
the Pyrenees; and being recognised as 
a horde of French deserters going to form 
into banditti in the mountains, they were 
seized, and in the conflict he had received 
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a musket ball through his leg, wbich for-» 
'tunately at iirst weäring a serious aspect, 
he was sent with his dear master to a 
hovel in G&scony, which had been gladly 
seized as an hospital for some wounded 
French." 

From this hoyel they were shortly re- 

moved to the nearest depot of English 

prisoners, from whence they oflten wrote 

home, but from whence no letter of 

theirs had ever reached its place of desti^ 

nation ; aud when at length the tempo- 

rary sheathing of all swords produced a 

general exchange of prisoners, poor Arun-* 

del, still weak as almost infant feebleness, 

through the loss of blood he had sustain« 

ed, the fatigue he had endured, and the 

want of proper nourishment and skilful 

care, with difBculty reached Bourdeaux. 

There learning from some British officers, 

that Lord Montalbert was gone to try 

his native air for the recovery of lost 

health, he made not one moment of unne- 

cessary delay ere he embarked for Ireland, 

to embrace his friend, and remove from 

his feeling heart the barbed arrow, which 
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he doubted not had proved the destruction 
of the first of human biessings. 
. On the difficultly performed journey 
of the languid Arundel, from the part 
on the coast of Ireland where he debarked, 
to St. Leonardas Abbey, he, as our readers 
know, unconsciously encountered bis long 
lamented sister at Myrtle's Town ; but 
unfortunately not finding the friend he 
sought in Ireland, he proceeded, as soon 
as necessary rest and medical äid in Dub- 
lin enabled him to attempt it, — to give 
the rapture of once more beholding him 
to bis venerable uncle Admiral Oakbury^ 

The letters of Frederick Arundel, con- 
veying the intelligence of bis existence 
to bis uncle Aubrey and Lord Montalbert, 
had many a league to travel afler them 
through their wide ränge in pursuit of 
Delany, and also of the Duchess di Soria ; 
who, that unhallowed impostor informed 
bis lordsbip, in their Conference at St 
Leonardas Abbey, had, after the confla- 
gration of her Castle, taken refuge in a 
convent in Biscay. 

The moment the nearly subduing emo- 
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tions of joy, the receipt of letters from 
their beloved Frederick himself, allowed 
the faculties of Lord Montalbert and Au- 
brey Arundel to form arrangements, and 
themselves to spring into action, they 
CQmmenced their rapid return to England. 
They arrived in London the morning of 
the Park fSte ; and although from Captain 
Gore Lord Montalbert had heard of Rosa- 
bella's being in England, yet he knew 
not where; and conceiving his first duty 
to be that of flying to his friend, to 
implöre his forgiveness for all the suf» 
ferings he had caused him to endure, he 
determined, ere he sought his Rosa, to 
join Frederick at his own place in Surrey, • 
where he then was passing a short time, 
preparatory to his meditated expedition 
to Wales ; and where he could, by im- 
parting to Frederick all he had heard 
from Rosabella of her early history, be en- 

9 

abled at once to remove from her mind 
the tortures of uncertainty she had so 
long endured relative to her counec- 
tions, which his mysterious dereliction of 
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her at Myrtle's Towa must have power- 
fiilly increased. 

In Q<»isequence of this determination, 
IfOrd Montalbert and bis anxioua frienda 
¥i^uld bavva sßt out for Surrej in a veiy. 
fQW hoars after they entered London» 
faf^ not bis lord3bip'& aister, tbe Countess 
of nminßter» managed to prevent it ; for 
as she was just aüriyed in England, after a 
lojdg abs€^nce with. ber huaband, wbo bad. 
held a bigh diplomatic Situation at tbe 

court of ^, and not baving bad tbe 

happine39 of bebolding ber belbved bra> 
tber since ber marriage^ sbe could not 
endure tbe tbougbt of p^rting. witb bim 
ag^in so immediately ; and as sbe was 
to form one of Her Majesty's party at 
tbis memorable fete, sbe manoeuvred that 
a.mandate from court sbould encbain ber 
brotber by ber for tbat day. 

At tbis fete, as our readers already 
know, Lord Montalbert most unexpected* 
ly bebeld tbe idol of bis bomage; but 
in a public scene like that, bis lordsbip 
did not feel disposed to a confession of 



ha^ing äddf essed her ntiAet a biorrb^idt 
name ; and his sbrinldng firom the recögm^ 
tion of BXiy one to prociaim him iii her 
bearlng had occasioned that suspidouii' 
and apparently inexplicäble anxiety W 
fly from her, when aj)pi*ehensioü of tbte* 
approach of the Äavenswood fkmily waai^ 
presented to him; and in a rnom^nt of 
diat apprehension^s Operation he encbun- 
tered Lady Meliörä Monson. 

Accörding to the arrangements intpattisd 
by Mr. Trench to-Rbsabella, he arrivedinf 
Sloane Street on the Thursday sticceedirig 
Öie Park f6te, accompanied by her uncle' 
Aubrey Arundel, getitly to disclose to her' 
that Frederick Arundel claimed her as' 
his long-lamented sister, ere they should 
make the hopes of Lord Montalbert known 
to Lady Derville. 

But dreadful was the shock awaiting 
them. Lord Derville alone was visible 
to them, who, not aware of how deeply 
both were interested, without any pre- 
paratory caution to soften the intelligence, 
•* announced his grandmother dangerously 
111 at Richmond, in consequence of the 

n3 
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mg^t unexpected elopement of her jpro- 
t^ee with 'his brothen'* 
; Lord DerviUe gave this information 
upon bis own beliß^ whicb. circumstances 
pnly /Sanctioned } but wholly unauthorised 
hy Lady DerviUe to make such an un- 
founded afBrmatioH: for she had been 

4 

fuUy convinced by the poor fugitive*s 
letter that it was not so.; and, Struck to 
the very soul at what the gratitude of 
Rosabella had led her to - sacrifice — Rosa, 
whom she had so unjustly suspected and 
cruelly accused — had become, in conse- 
quence, seriously indisposed ; and had held 
communication with no one on the sub- 
ject, but in great indignation with Mr. 
Sternham. 

The further' inteUigence of Lord Der- 
viUe, that bis brother and a most beautiful 
female companion had been traced a con- 
siderable wayupon theDover road, instant- 
]y sent off the dismayed brother and uncle 
of Rosabella to the Continent, to com- 
pel Mr. Monson to make the infatuated 
deceiver of Lord Montalbert bis wife,— 
should the firm belief of the nearly dis- 



ROSABELLA. 269 

tracted object of her dereliction prove 
unfounded : for he considered it impious 
to doübt tbe püiity of Rosabella, although 
she had so cruelly, so inexplicably, so 
perfidiously deserted bim ; and at tbe 
same moment tbat tbe two Arundels set 
out for France, tbe^ beart-wrung Lord 
Montalbert, accompanied by tbe deeply 
sympatbizing Mr, Trencb, returned once 
more to brood on mental misery at St. 
Leonardas Abbey. > 
. Upon . tbe Continent tbe anxious par- 
süers could obtain no intelligence of tbe 
fugitives tbey * sougbt ; for . wberever, a 
description of tbe man they were in chase 
of led tbem to bope tbey bad traced Mr. 
-Monson, tbat of tbe lady wbo accompa- 
nied bim destroyed tbeir expectation ; and 
after a fruitless searcb of several montbs 
abroad, botb for Rosabella and tbe Du- 
cbess di Soria, Aubrey Arundel, now-— 
by tbe deatb of bis eider. brotber with- 
out male beir — Viscount Elwy, returned 
witb bis dejected nepbew to England, 
as miserable as such bitter disappoint- 
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ments fto their honour and üiffection could 
makfi ithem. 

The torturing helief, wbich a flight to 
Faris^ insteftd of Scotjand» had led them tö 
imbibe; asd wfaich findaag no marris^ 
iOf Qharles Monson aud Rosabdla Fnede- 
jiok r^e^istered in any parisii ^hiunch of 
diß metropciis had conücmed i deterxnined 
dae i^elatives of tiie loat Rosa iaever to 
Meiose ber affinity to them^ siDce fihe had 
80 cruelly disgraced them. Tfaus tfaere- 
ÜQce, Lord attd Lady flowerdew p£ver 
iieacd a soupd breathed impoiii tjbue fiubyeot ; 
aor, Bx/^iea enjoined to aecrecy as tbey jbad 
beea by fiosa^ itbey would bwe krokjm 
4b£ough eviery reatri€<|ion, to cescue her 
-knmaculate fame from the 6ully of iSUB- 
pidQn; mare particularly^ m Ijiey would 
have considered the necessky of her eoa- 
eealment ffom Mr. Mooson terpiinated 
wkfa the erroneoiis aupppsition of tbek 
eonsanguinity. 

Agoin the transieBtly reposing sword 
was unsheathed, and Major Arundel visk- 
cd thf Contiuent ooce more in bis mat- 
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tial character ; and not until a very short 
period prior to the decisive victory did 
he discover an unerring direction to Mr. 
Monson, by finding his natne in the Army 
List. But Major Arundei could not thea 
quit his Station with his regiment, which 
was ^ome di^ance from Brüssels; aiid 
being in tnomentary expectation for orderb 
to advatice, he forbore any address tö 
Charles, wisbing to convey his sentiifientft 
in a personal interview. 

But so rapid an advanc^ became %ie« 
ces^ry for the deliveränoe cf Euroj^e, thalt 
an idea of individual purposes was s^ 
perseded by his countxy^s peiil; and at 
he was amongst those peculiatly fortu«* 
nate heroes, who purchased immortal 
glory üpon the piain of Waterloo with^ 
ont a wound, but those inflict^ on his 
feeling heart, in the saddest day of tri- 
umph England ever saw, his duty led 
him on with the victörious army to thr 
capital of France, — ^ 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The powerful opiate \^hich Doctor Healy 
judged it necessary to administer to Ro- 
sabella, obtained for her a long and trän- 
quil repose ;• but as in it was comprised 
no balm for the wounds of her heart, she 
awoke the subsequent morning, as fully 
sensible of the sorröws that oppressed her, 
as when the soporific influence commenced 
their temporary Suspension. The alarming 
appearance of bodily ill, höwever, was re- 
moved ; and she arose and dressed with an 
intentipn to become the conipanion ^f Lady 
Agatha, as in her Chamber she was likely 
to encounter no onei whom her ruthless 
destiny had made it necessary for her to 
shun j but to this project her tender 
mother pronounced a gentle negative. 

" No, my love," she said, " it is my 
wish, and the good doctor's mandate, thät 
you should be kept quiet to-day ; there- 
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fore let your spot of sojourn be my 
boudoir.'' 

Rosa made no objection to her mother^s 
wish,' although her owq would have been a 
sentence to solitude, until by the precepts 
of piety and reason she could think upon 
the scene of the preceding day, with- 
out such anguish from her retrospection, 

The Duchess seemed anxious to draw 
her dejected child into conversation ; and 
Rosa soon perceived, that her usuälly sad 
mother looked and 'spoke more cheerfully 
than she had ever seen her do; yet still 
she beheld tears at intervals trembüng 
in her eyes ; but they appeared- to hfef 
anxiously observant child more like the 
sufiusions of grateful joy, than of hidden 
grief; and influenced by^this belief, she 
at length said, in all the tremulous ägi- ' 
tation ä suddenly formed idea had awak- 
ened — 

"Oh! Madam, you have— surely you 
have, heard of my brother !*' 

The Duchess smiied, burst into tears, 
and wept her assent upon the bosom of 
her sympathetically affected daughter ; 

N 5 
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but soon recalling her ßrmnv^ sbß gave 
her the rapture of hearing that Aröndel, 
whom she had so much admired and es- 
teemed, was that dear regretted brother, 
whom iu infancy she had so foödly 

loved. 

But," the Duchess at length added, 

we are not the only individuak beneath 
this roof, who have pleasmg demands upon 
their gratitude this day. Poor Mr. Mon- 
son has received the füll forgiveness of 
Lady Derville, couched in the kindest 
terms that ever affectton found langu^e 
to pardon with j and imploring his return 
to her matemal vms the moment he is 
able/' 

The susceptibilities of Rosabella were 
ever alive to prompt impressions ; but 
her spirits were now in so sensitive a 
State, that she could not hear of the 
afiectionate kindness of her beloved be- 
pefactress to her dear but imprudent 
friend Charle3, without a tributary flow 
pf tears. 

** My child j my ever fondly adored 
child !^ exclaimed the Duchess, tenderly 
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dasping her in her arms, '^ whAt sun I 
to do with youj i^nce everj thing afiects 
you thus? And I have many pleasing. 
tfaings to teil you, I fbndly trusted might 
steal tbrough your bosom even one mo^ 
ment of oblivion to the secret sorrow 
that oppresses you; and which to be* 
hold without participation is agony to 
me. 

** Oh !*' Said Rosa» returning the tender 
pressure of her mother's arms, and strug* 
gling for the restoration of her firmness ; 
*^ Oh ! teil me all you wish, that I should 
know and belieye, nothing shall subdue 
me to distress my mother/* 

" Lord Derville is in Brüssels j— cotne 
on the wings of affection to his bro- 
ther." 

Rosa shook with agitation, as she fal- 
tered — " oh! then he will learn that 
I am here also! Alas! what shall I 
do ?" 

" You will do, I am confident, exactly 
what is right," said the Duchess, with 
serious impressiveness, ^^ and you must 
helf my own Rosa, that it would not be 
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doing exäqtly wbat is right, io decline 
seeing any individual of a family, to whom 
you are so incalculably indebted — unless 
-r^as in the case of Mr. Monson, the 
well-doing of the individual forbade the 
interview : — and as his lordship kriows you 
are in Brüssels, you can scarcely escape 
from seeing him,— even could gratitude 
permit it, — for in a note I just received 
from his lordship, entreating immediate 
permission to wait upon me, he mentions 
his anxiety to see you, for whom he is 
charged with some particular remem- 
brances from his sister/' 

Rosa groaned in spirit, for her sickening 
heart whispered it was some wedding re- 
ipembrance : — bat that very convlction 
aroused her to a recoUection of the ne- 
cessity for her further Sequestration of her- 
seif having terminated upon the marriage 
of Lord Montalbert with her friend ; and 
that no duty lipon the torturing subject 
now remained for her Performance, but 
to exert her fortitude to enable her to 
theet the family of Derville, and their new 
connectioD, without any subjugation of 
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her feelings ; wHich might, too fatally for 
Lord and Lady Montalbert's peace, betray 
how agonizing to her had proved that 
sacrifice, which, from her unexpected in- 
terview with him, she knew had but too 
cruelly destroyed his happiness ; and after 
a moment's conflict with her feelings, ähe 
lowly articulated — 

" Give me, my mother, one hour for 
serious meditation, and you shall find me 
in future, — at least, endeavouring to 
do all thihgs in conformity with yoUr 
wishes." 

The Duchess clasped her docile child 
to her fond bosom with a maternal glow 
of tender affection ; and with sympathy's 
isoft tears trembling in her eyes,, she left 
her daughter to that salutary solitude she 
required. 

The hour thus obtained was effectively 
employed : — ^ for the meditations and 
prayers of sincere and fervent piety are 
never inefßcacious, The «trengthening and 
tranquillizing influence she sought, she 
found ; and at the expiration of the spe- 
cified period the Duchess returned to her 
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child, so completely subdued by the ma* 
ternal exultation, and torturing syndpathy» 
which that very child had awakened in 
bar bosom since she parted from her, that 
noW) the sublime eloquence of Rosa's 
countenance, betraying how her affecting 
serenity had been obtained, proved almost 
too much for the susceptible parent's 
efforts for the preservation of her self- 
possession. 

But so apprehensive was the Duchess 
of overthrowing the sacred fabric of poor 
Rosa's firmness, by touching any cfaord 
of sympathetic tenderness, that she re- 
strained the impulse of her fond wishes 
to embrace her, and give to the self- 
devoted victim the weeping tribute of 
the moumful approbation her heart was 
saddened by:-— for Rosalvina now was 
fuUy informed upon the subject of her 
daughter's flight from the protection of 
Lady Derville. 

From the moment the Duchess di Soria 
found how incalculable was her debt of 
gratitude to Lady Derville, her heart pant- 
ed to express her sentiments upon the 
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subject to the benefactresa of her ehild ; 
but the mystery which encompassed Rosa's 
estrangement from her protectress's family 
restrained her anxious wish, until it had 
been suggested by the Abbe Nugent, that 
through no oth^ source was she likely 
to obtain the essential clew to the conceal- 
ed misery, that was consuming her child^ 
and which unless penetrated could not be 
counteracted ; for the Abbe believed, that 
Rosa was spell-bound to silence, by honour 
or some imperative duty ; and that the dis^ 
covery of the secret would prove the de- 
velopement of some new excellence in Ro« 
sabella. 

A few days previous to the commence« 
ment of the decisive warfare in the Ne- 
therlands, the Duchess di Soria therefore 
addressed such a letter to Lady Derville, 
as a fond and feeling mother's heart could 
dictate to an individual, to whom such a 
vast maternal debt was due. But in tender 
consideration of Rosa*s motives and wishes 
for concealment, she had forborne to State 
her long lost child's being with her ; and 
to thjs letter Lord Derville had been the 
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bearer of an answer from his gfandmother, 
who hesitated not to teach the Duchess di 
Soria to glory in her daughter, by recount- 
ing the heroic sacrifice she had made of 
her brilliant prospects, and security of hap- 
piness, in her union with Lord Montalbert; 
and concluded her epistle by importuning 
the Duchess, *' not to conceal from her 
grandson the place of the inestimable Ro- 
sabella*s residence, when he would reveal 
to her * the necessity for that informa- 
tion." 

Xiord Derville, upon delivering this let- 
ter to the Duchess, requested the address 
of Miss Woodville ; when, as Lord Mont- 
albert had seen her Rosa in Brüssels, she 
considered concealment at an end, and 
therefore informed him, " her child re- 
sided with her ;'* but contrary to the in- 
timation of Lady Derville, no consequent 
communication was 'made by his lord- 
ship. 

The raind of Rosalvina now, whilst in 
animated glow of exultation • at the exem- 
plary conduct of her child, was writhing 
too in maternal anguish at the blighted 
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happiness of this silent sufTerer ; and since 

she thought it wrong to soften by sympa- 

thy, she feit at a loss how to let her Rosa 

know that Lady Derville had communi- 

cated all to her.' From her profound me- 

ditation upon how she should proceed she 

VfBs at length aroused by Constantia, who 

glided into the room, and throwing her 

arms around her sister's neck, coaxingly 

Said— 

" My sweet compassionate Rosa will 

not inflict tortures upon the impatience 

of a friend, wLo. i». pantins to embrace 

her." 

** Not poor Charles:— not him yet, I 

hope, Constantia/' faltered Rosa. 

•' No, not poor Charles ; but me,— me, 
my beloved, my truant Rosa ! Only me, 
your own, own Meüora !" exclaimed her 
impetuous ladyship, rushing through the 
door Constantia had purposely left open -, 
and flying to her friend, caught the almost 
swooning girl in her arms, and bursting 
into an agony of tears, kissed and pressed 
our trembling heroine to her bosom, with 
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the affectionate repetitions and lively fer- 
vour of her animated feelings. 

** When did you arrive, my own dear 
Meliora ?'* at length öur agHated and 
weepimg heroine articulated ; ** and you 
fonikd your— *' Rosa here suddenly ceased ; 
for had her existence depended upon the 
success of the ^ort, she could not have 
iound utterance for your ^* hu5l)and,*' or 
even " Lord Montalbert ;" but resolute to 
vanquish a weakness, she now deemed 
little less than criminal, after a pause of 

" Sincerely do I congratulate you, upon 
bis having been sparod to you in that 
dreadful conflict. And other oongratala- 
tions I have yet to offer, my own beloved 
friend." 

*' Indeed have you, Rosa," replied her 
ladyship, with impressive emiAasis, accom- 
panied by a bright suffusion of check, « and 
upon a subject, you are not perhaps aware 
of." 

^ The lip of Rosa quivered so convul» 
sively, and her wan cheek blanched to a 
hue so semblative of death, that the 



Duobess in jQaatemsJ anguiafa üed from 
the xoom» to w^eep in soUtude for tbe 
^ghted hafqpjjatess of her child» and the 
idarmed Constatitia Sew after h^r agitatod 
mother. 

'** ftit you ai^d ne, aiy ovm iocampar- 
able Rosa," contintied her ladyship, wttfa 
^uicknesa, not choosing yet to enter upon 
die aubjeet ofthat GOD^ratulation she had 
alluded to, ^^ when i arrivad m Brüssels? 
and I reidy,<^ast night, at so htoe an hour 
I coidd Qot intrude here ; und therefore, 
not until this morning could I see my dear 
dear Cfaarlesi nor, untü thk morning, dld 
I know the joy was for me of finding yoä 
at BruBseb.; or I really believe I would 
faave stormed this citadd of benevolence in 
the night, and have enteued to you through 
the l»neach oi politesseJ* 

Although the agitation and distress of 
poor Rosabella Wier e ahnost insupportable, 
since now she fearcd, as Lady Montalbert 
was arrived, her fortitude would be seii^ 
tenced to the severe trial of nieeäng her 
lordj »he yet couhl not but observie a sin« 
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gular degree of agitated anxiety about her 
friend ; — an alternate blanch and flüsh of 
cheek, — a shortness of respiration, and an 
approach to abstraction in her manner, 
that promptly led the apprehensive Rosa 
almost to fear her beloved Meliora had 
not received that tender welcome from her 
husband, which her afFection claimed ; and 
whiist this painful apprehension was awak- 
ening the most torturing sensations in her 
bosom, one of the domestics appeared, and 
addressing the now more visibly agitated 
Meliora» said — 

'^ Madam, the gentleman you expected 
is arrived— " 

; " Pray let him be shovirn up here in- 
atantly, be so good,*' she responded. 

" Lord Derville, I presüme," Rosa ex- 
claimed ; " and I have not inquired for 
him, — and more ungräteful yet, never once 
spoke of my dear dear benefactress : — but 
indeed I have been so overpowered by 
ßurprise, I let my mother depart without 
an introduction to you." 
. But still more overpowered by surprise 
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our Heroine was shortly doomed to be ; fbr 
the door was again thrown open, and not 
Lord Derville, — but Lord Montalbert was 
announced, who appeared in all the visible 
tremor of the most powerful agitation. 



286 BO«AB£LLA. 



CHAPTER XVL 

Rosabella had scarcely time to feel, that 
this was too cruel a demand upon her firm* 
ness, ere her faculties seemed all hunying 
towards Suspension» when her impetuous 
friend exclaimed«— 

** Oh ! fiy, fly, my lord, to aid me in 
supporting her ! — but there, there, take her 
into your own arms, whilst I seek for re- 
storatives/* 

Lord Montalbert was not slow in obedi- 
cnce to the mandate of her ladyship : — he 
took Rosa into his supporting arms, as he 
upbraidingly murmured, '^ Is it possible 
she was unprepared to see me ?" and as he 
gazed upon her, in all the tender solicitude 
of his agonized bosom, the struggle of her 
feelings terminated in a copious flow of 
tears ; when, dismayed at this involuntary 
discovery of all she wished for ever to 
conceal, she made an ineflectual eflbrt to 
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bre^ from his encircliDg arms, as wildljp 
the articulated-— 

^^ O my mother ! I must,*— must go to 
my mother !" 

*^ No^ Rosa» no, you must not yet seek 
your mother/' her ladyship said, aiding 
the gentle yet f erveiit efibrts of Lord Mon- 
talbert to detain her. ^' No, you must not 
again fly from the mau who loves you ; 
and whom you must not, afber all the 
agonizing pangs tve have inflicted on him, 
— HBUSt not have the coquetry to deny you 
eatimate with all the tenderness he merits« 
Those arms are your haven, Rosa; from 
which my maniac» my inexcusable folly, 
haa so long banished you ; but now the 
barrier withdraws^ and at your feet implores 
forgiveness for all themisery she has caused 
you both/' And on her knees, before 
them, Lady Meliora sunk with glowing 
cheeks, over which in torrents flowed 
shame and sorrow^s mingled tears. 
. Nothing most probably in existence 
could at this moment have drawn Lord 
Montalbert from his tender assiduities to 
his: terribly agitated Rosa, but the form of 
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this lovely young wotnan, in this humiliating 
posture before him : but the moment he be- 
held her there, his support of his beloved 
was relinquished, to snatch the suppliant 
from her knees, and give her to the ex- 
panding arms of Rosabella, who now took 
her to her bosom with affection's .warm em- 
brace, and mingled her flowing tears with 
those of her agitated Meliora. 

*' O, my own exalted Rosa! My own 
generous, self-sacrificed friend!** Lady 
Meljora at length articulated, *^ Lord Mon- 
talbert's now for ever unalienably own 
Rosa! let me ease my long-upbraiding tor- 
tured heart, I implore you, by myself join- 
ing those hands, which my vanity so cul- 
pably, so cruelly severed ! Lord Montal- 
bert csi,xi you — can you ever give your band 
in amity to me, whose execrable foUy has 
caused you so many months of misery ?" 

Lord Montalbert instantly snatched her 

band, which with kindness and reverence 

he pressed to his lips, as feelingly he 
Said — 

*V With gratitude I thus homage a band, 
that has just conveyed me from despair's 
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dark midnight to hope's bright day. O 
Lady Meliora, could you but know tbe 
State of mental wretchedness your letter 
fouadme jn^ then you could conceivebow 
gf Qat is tbe debt pf gratitude I owe you ; 
but, you do know tbe treasure my heart 
^as mourning for, and therefore can con- 
ceive it : — ^your letter bore füll testimony 
to what that treasure was :— of what my 
Rosa — my magnanimous Rosa — '* 

His lordships voice now faltered and 
failed bim ; and subdued through sympa- 
thy for tbe sufferings, which Rosa's sense 
of rectitude had led her to endure, he 
söugbt a prompt retreat in fhe deep recess 
of a window,. to rally the vanquished ener- 
gies of bis firmness. 

" Meliorai you, — you then are not mar^ 
ried to bim !" the almost mentally subdued 
Rosa with difficulty achieved the power of 
lowly articulating ; —and then, as a painfui 
apprehension shot through her bosom, that 
the generosity of her friend was leading her 
to seal her own misery, by yielding to 
her the man she loved, in a- firmer tone 
added — 

VOL. ¥• o 
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*• Oh ! why did you bring his lordship 
hither, until you had at least apprised me 
of what you tneditated ?'* 

" Why did I? — Because I con^sidered 
each tardy moment a torturing continua- 
tion of my crime, until I made my restitu- 
tion of the treasure I despoiled him of, 
And now, dear and transcendently excel- 
lent Rosa, I shali leave you with his cruel« 
ly treated lordship, to endeavour, if you can, 
to make your own peace, for all your Quix- 
otism in friendship and gratitude caused 
him to endure. But first, Lord Montal- 
bert, allow me to ask you, Have I, in 
my humiHating confession, — speak candid- 
ly, I conjure you, — have I, according to 
my long established custom of making seif 
my first object, — have I, in aiming at my 
own vindication, failed in Rosabella's ?** 
; " Rosabella's vindication ! ! '* his lord- 
ship exclaimed, in a tone, and with emo- 
tions eloquently expressive of his feel- 
ings. 

" Ah ! I am answered. Deeds of ex- 
cellence require no advocate!" her lady- 
ship responded, as she blushed. ^ But 
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]Lord Montalbert, and.my Rosa, ere I leave 
you, permit my concluding my painful con- 
fessions :-rnay, nay, I must be heard ! for 
as humiliation was too long a Sensation un- 
known to my bosom, it is not one that finds 
a cordial welcome there ; and consequent- 
ly I am anxious, you perceive, to have 
done with those themes, that teem with its 
inflictions. But my affectionate, my sen* 
sitive friend ! look not so distressed, for I 
have no confession to make that can hum- 
ble and degrade me more than the Situa- 
tion Lord Montalbert found me in^ and 
from which he extricated me/* 

And now a convulsive sob of agonized 
shame broke on the ear of bis lordship, 
who caught and pressed her band aflPec- 
tionately, whilst Rosa in trembling appre- 
hension threw her arms around the neck 
of her friend, and tenderly drew her to 
hide her blushing face upon her sympa- 
thizing bosom. 

Lord Montalbert, sensibly afiected by 
the distress of one of these lovely young 
friends, and by the melting sympathy of 
the other, gently importuned Lady Me- 

o 2 
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liora to spare them the pain of entering 
lipon any theme^ that could be unpleasant 
to her. 

" Oh !'* shs replied morecheerfuUy^ " pray 
hear the sequel of my adventures, which 
I have reserved for Rosa s ear ; that you 
may convince yourself I am sincere in the 
repentance of my monstrous foUies ; and 
that I really mean to become amiable, and 
under the auspices of the exemplary Lady 
Montalbert, Iure some honest man to in- 
trust me with his happmess." 

At the unexpected Bound of " Lady 
Montalbert/' Rosa deeply blushed, and so 
did his lordship, through joyful surprise ; 
and as he looked in tender rapture upon 
her, who he trusted soon would do honour 
to that title, Lady Meliora continued — 

•* On the evening of the first of August 
the delusive structure of my vanity wa» 
dissolved, ' like the baseless fabric of a 
Vision }' and you, ray beloved Rosa, watch- 
ed by me that night, wi^etched through 
sympathy, unknowing the nature of iriy 
wound. 

" But soon, too soon, the imaginary 
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arrows, that I believed were rankling in 
my bosom, were with the barbs of reality 
sent crüelly through yours," her ladyship 
continued, with her lovely countenance 
flushing to a painful blush of increasing 
mortification» as her voice feil to the low 
tones of shame« ** And ybu, my magna- 
uimoua Rosa, fled from title, wealtb, the 
man I now know yoar heart was unaliena- 
bly devoted to ; — ^in short, from every pros- 
pect of brilliant happiness. And for whom 
did you immcdate yourself^ a heart-rived 
aacrifice? For one, Rosa, who humbled 
fcer own ptide for ever in the dust.** 

The heart of Rosa trembled in alarm 
öf hearing some unfortunate inspiratton <^ 
her erring vanity; — nor was she mi»r 
taken. 

•• O, no," exclaimed Lord Montalbert, 
kindly and eneouragingly taking Lady Me- 
}iora*s icy band, ** you were deceived, but 
not degraded. The villany of another can 
reflect no disgrace üpon yöu.*' 

** But my weakness,— my folly, can, my 
iord — O, Rosa, it was not your fault, that 
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I degraded myself as I have done ;— for 
you ivarned me of that man. You bad pe« 
netration to discover be was not estimable ; 
but vanity has no comprebension» except 
for its own gratifications. 

^ Wben you fled, Rosa, circumstances 
]ed me to believe it was with Charles» 
Grandmama bad tben reasons for not un- 
deceiving me ; and under tbat delusion I 
was quite bappy relative to you ; as you 
were tbe wife my beart bad elected for my 
favourite brotber. But in every otber re. 
spect, Rosa, I was miserable } — fof I was 
bereaved of you; and my vanity was 
writbing in tortures ; — for I bad boped to 
make balf mankind my slaves, and to find 
tbe most grateful incense tbrougb tbeir 
wretcbedness ; and I was disappointed. 
At Riebmond I stood an unworsbipped 
idol,— for not one suitor bad I to boast of ; 
wbilst tbe pert girl, wbom tbe passive 
World bad received as a beauty upon her 
own assurance» bad won a rieb Nabob, to 
throw her sarcastic taunts ät my vanity ; 
and above all tbe bumiliations tbat sur« 
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rounded me, Miss Noyes — the poor rela- 
tive and hutnble cotnpanion of Lady £1- 
8tow, neither handsome nor young — ^had 
captivated the young and handsome Sir 
James Steelthorp, a baronet of ancient 
date, with an estate of twelve thousand 
per annum, 

^' With all this nuptial finery appalling 
me on every side, as cruel spectres of 
my own discomfited attractions, I could 
not, — no I could not resist being grateful 
to any one for admiration« O, Rosa, no 
one can teil, but those who have feit the 
wounds of vanity to the quick, as I have 
done, what balm the adulation of eyen tho 
most insignificant can prove. 

^^ Captain Hawk appeared at Richmond 
still on leave of absence, and became*^ 
again my shadow; introduced to me a 
widow sister of his, who soon became 
jny constant companion; and, under her 
auspices, he soothed my mortifications, and 
flattered me out of my sanction to his ap* 
plication to grandmama, for permission to 
address me} but that permission was of 
course not granted. I was forbidden t9 
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See him or his sister more, and our speedy 
return to Ravenswood was instantly deter- 
mined ; when that specious designer stole 
upon me from a boat, which had conveyed 
him to the verge of our lawn that embanked 
the Thames. There in a seqüestered alcove, 
where unluckily he found me bewailing 
the discomfit of my huinbled vanity — he 
played his deceptious part so Well — even 
calling forth the formidable aid bf a pistol, 
turned to his own heart ; — he flattered and 
dismayed nie out of my söber senses into 
his boat, and then into a chaise for ScDt- 
land, only pausiiig a few mötnentd in Lon- 
don to take üp his sister, whom I had 
discretion enough to resist going without— 
and to obtain ftrom her a necessary ward- 
robe for me. 

*^ My dearest Rosa," continued her 
now painfully humbied ladysbip, " yoü 
are now so blanched by dismay, and trem. 
ble so with terrot, that I müst hast6n to 
terminate your distressing sympäthy. 

" Vain, frivolous, and contelnptible as I 
have proved myself to be, yet you üiay 
credit me, wh^n I affirm, that ere I reached 
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St. Albans, I bitterly repeöted the step I 
had taken, and importuned my designing 
companions to restore me to my grandmo- 
ther. But no, the Hawk and Buzzard 
would not relinquish their prey j and we 
at length arrived at York, where, fortu« 
nätely — Oh, how fortunately ! although at 
the moment I should bave infinltely pre^ 
ferred a rencounter with a cannon shot,— ^ 
we met Lord Montalbert on the staircase 
of the hotel, where we stopped to change 
horsesu To my utter amazement» his lord* 
ship precipitately foUowed me intotheapart- 
ment to which a waiter was ushering us, 
and eagerly demanded from me — ^ If the 
&U8picion awakened by the road and man- 
ner I was travelling was a just one ; and 
that I was on the wing for Caledonia, to 
unite myself to the companion of my jour« 
ney ?* 

** Captain Hawk fiercely interfered, 
when bis lordship mildly, but determi- 
nately replied, — • I shall answer you, sir, 
when her ladyship replies to my ques- 
tioD^ to which it is of the ütmost Import^ 

OS 
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ance to herseif that she should candidly 

reply.' 

. ^' I faltered out my odious affirmative ; 

when instanüy his lordship took my band, 

and,like a kind brother, drew it through his 

arm, as impressively he said — 

** * I am grieved then to say I must frus- 
trate that intention. — I must rescue you 
from a fatal imposition, and protect you 
safely back to the bosom of your family. 
As to you, sir, there is a letter of explana- 
tion, which I was intrusted with the deli- 
very of. — The certificate of Miss Pomroy's 
marriage with you has been found/ 

" Lord Montalbert now presented a 
letter to the miscreant, who, on casting 
bis eyes on the superscription, rushed out 
of the room, foUowed by his sister, and 
I have never since beheld either. Miss 
Pomroy was his wife, whom the wretch 
disowned, because the certificate of her 
marriage had been mislaid ; the only wit- 
ness to it — it being a clandestine one, per- 
formed in a house in Ireland, — was in con- 
finement as a lunatic ; and the clergyman 
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dead. The union had scarcely takea 
place when the banker, in whose hands 
her handsome fortune was vested, becom- 
ing insolvent, the mercenary monster dis- 
claimed their marriage. Then think, my 
dear friend, what an e&cape your erring 
Meliora has had ; and what a debt qS 
gratitude she owes to Lord Montal« 
bert/' 

Rosabella was sensibly afiected by this 
account of the fatal precipice, from which 
her imprudent friend had beein providen- 
tially rescued by Lord Montalbert, who 
had been applied to by Miss Pomroy's 
guardian, — a neighbour of bis lordship's 
at St. Leonardas, for advice upon.the dis* 
tressing subjeet ; and who, in consequence, 
had undertaken the conveyance of the 
disclaimed wife's letter, announcing the 
recovery of her marriage testimoniäl, to 
the agent of Captain Hawk's regimeut» 
to be forwarded to him. His lördship 
was on his way from Portpatrick to Lon-^ 
don, in his misery's wanderings, to learn 
ßomething of Rosabella, when he beheld 
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Captain Hawk — whom he had a profes- 
sional acquaintance with-^acoompanying 
Lady Meliora Monson in that sort of ex- 
eursion, which left but Itttle doubt of ita 
destination. 

After Rosa had expressed, as well as 
evinced, the sympathy of her feeling heart 
for her friend, Lady Meliora, struggling to 
suppress the fast flowing tears of her humi« 
liation, hastened to terminate her painful 
Communications. 

*• Lord Montalbert," her ladyship con- 
tinued, *^ was the safe escort of the com- 
pletely, and, I trust, effieaciously humbled 
Meliora, to the protection of her almost 
distracted grandmother ; whose impressive 
lecture upon my terrible imprudence she 
terminated by a füll and eloquent detail 
of the sacrifice the noble minded child of 
excellence had made for me, under the 
erroneous belief of my happiness depend* 
ing solely on Lord Montalbert; and that 
this heroic child of rectitude, — i nsulated 
as she was in this danger*teeming world, 
was gone to encounter every evil in 
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it» estranged from all who had ever 
known her» for the promotion of my hsp^ 
piness. 

'< Oh ! Lord Montalbert, forgive me, I 
implore you, for thus unnerving yoii!— 
but I will be brief in my conclusion, and 
glance no more at Rosa's sufierings. — The 
moming succeeding this soul-harrowing 
intelHgence foiind me in the delirium of a 
malignant fever, — raving of my immolated 
friend ; but no Rosa was there to answer 
to my piteous call, and nurse me as tender 
mothers do tbeir drooping babes. — Oh ! no, 
my weak follies had sent her heart-riven— 
but, I forbear, — and my sorrowing grand- 
mother had, for three weeks, to mourn by 
my pillow, uncertain of the fate of the 
child she had so imprudently reared in 
the contemptible path of pemicious va« 
nity. 

*^ Oh ! Rosa, my beloved Rosa ! do not 
weep so bitterly for me, who caused you 
to endure such mohths of anguish. — And 
now,'' continued her ladyship, rising from 
her seat, and tenderly embracing Rosa^ 
*^ I have only to add, that not until about 
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six weeks since did my bodily health ällow 
convalescence to my mental, to determine 
upon making a humiliating confession to 
'Lord Montalbert, and send him in quest 
of you. But bis lordship had by tbat time 
joined bis regiment in tbe Netherlands; 
and I made it a question, whetber I ougbt 
to agitate bis mind by such intelligence, 
wbilst tbe duties of bis profession must 
witbbold bis pursuit of our lost trea- 
sure. I wrote my painful, yet necessary 
confessions, addressed to bis lordship, in 
readiness to transmit to him tbe moment 
opportunity favoured rae; but my poor 
brotber*s wound unfortunately allowed me 
to be tbe bearer of my packet to Bivssels, 
wbere I knew Lord Montalb^rt was. And 
tbe moment I was informed by tbe Du- 
chess di Soria's interview with Derville 
this morning, tbat you were bere, I des* 
patched my confession to Lord Montalbert, 
with a request, tbat as promptly as possi- 
ble he would meet me in this bouse; 
where, in tbe yet unsubdued impetuosity 
of my nature, not enduring tbe torturingly 
3I0W metbods of caution, I contrived a 
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fiiend in court suited to my purpose, by 
procuring an introduction to your lovely 
sister» 

** I have now performed my task, in 
making my numiliating confessions to you 
both ; and, in pity to the wounded spirit 
öf a sincere penitent, Lord Montalbert, 
use your influence with this dear Rosa, to 
forgive me ; — and you, my Rosa, use your 
gentle rhetoric, to induce bis lordship to 
think of me without contempt and detes- 
tation ; and, for that merciful purpose, I 
at length leave you to a tHe d tete" 

But Lady Meliora was not permitted to 
leave them to a tete ä tete^ until convinced 
by both she had no wish ungratified re- 
lative to them ; and I^rd Montalbert 
might have talked through their long Con- 
ference of that magnanimity, which had 
led her ladyship to so humiliating and 
eloquently portrayed a confession to him, 
which the afFectionate Rosabella so anx- 
iously panted for him fuUy to appreciate, 
could he have talked to Rosa, — after such 
an agonizing Separation, — of any thing but 
Rosa — of bis passion, of bis hopeSj and of 
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his wishes ; and the sun of that auspicious 
day went not down, ere the grateful 
Duchess di Soria embraced him as the 
disinterested lover of her insulated c hild^ 
and smiied her cordial approbation of their 
intended union. 
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As neither Lady Meliora, nor L(^d Der- 
ville, from not having been in the confi* 
dence of their brother, knew to what a 
height the passion of Charles for Rosa had 
arisen, they unhesitatingly discussed before 
him this day many Communications relative 
to her 9 that promptly led them to a most 
unpleasant discovery of the State of his 
heart; and, for four and twenty hours^ 
they had most deeply to repent and bewail 
their impmdence. Bat, at the expiration 
of that period of mental, and consequent 
bodily süfierings, the powers of his mind 
began their Operations over the painful 
conflict of disappointed love: yet, whilst 
conviction told him a ruined man could 
not address the all perfect Rosa, the same 
conviction whispered with a bitter pang, 
that had it not heen for his home nurtured 
pride, which taught him to believe no com- 
bination of perfections coüld compensate 
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for family konours, he might bave secured 
the affections of Rosabella ere the more 
fortuuate Lord Montalbert had appeared 
to win her ; and have at lengtb found in 
his wife that high descent he thought 
essential to his happiness, whilst his at- 
tachment, cheered by reciprocity» would 
have secured bim from the machinatipns 
of the infamous Mrs. Bland. 

His temporary infatuation to Mrs. Bland 
faady however, to a certainty,— -although 
perhaps unknown to himself^ — ^weakened 
his love for Rosa,, or his hope of obtaining 
]ber; or eise, even with his pride for an 
auxiliary, that shrunk from the humiliation 
of prpving a suqcessless wooer, Mr. Mon- 
son could , scaFjcely, in twenty-four hours, 
have commencelteie determined process 
of tranquilli^ng die misery of hopeless 
love into unmurmuring Submission to the 
decree of fate ; and to distil a pure fira- 
ternal affection from that late ardent 
passion, which had made bim at times 
almost mad, and for months always 

wretched. 

• « 

Ere RosabeUa bade welcome to Lord 
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Derville in the house of Lady Agatha 
Fitzmaurice, Lady Meliora took an oppor- 
tunity of requesting her to persevere in 
ailence on the subject of Miss Vandelure 
to him. 

For/' she added, with a rising tear, 

we have proved three unfortunate ad« 
venturers in our dSbut upon the great 
theatre of life. My poor visionary guar- 
dian believed she should, by her seelusion 
of US, present us spoüess to the world } 
but it was to be as spotless victims to 
those arts, we had never been forewarned 
to shun. 

*• You already know the miseries and 
misfortunes the home-nurtured foibles of 
poor Charles and myself have led us into^ 
but you have yet to leam the sad catas- 
trophe of Derville's ; who, a noviee in the 
World at älmost twenty-one, knew not how 
to discriminate in the choice pf a friend^ 
but allowed his ruling passion to select 
one for him, who, twining in wily eunning 
round his immature propensity, led hini by 
it to his domestic ruin; — for he intro- 
duced him to Miss Vandelure, and, under 
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tbe conviction of her fortune being»^ as the 
miscreant Foicrafl reported it» he ad- 
dressed her; and» although money was 
the bait» poor Mortimer became unfbrtu« 
nately so attaqhed to her, that it bas 
cruelly augmented the misery of bis un- 
doing, 

** Mr. Van Trompe, as you know, re* 
fiised — in the essence of their machina^ 
tions — to give bis assent to the marriage 
pf bis ward; therefore no hundreds of 
thooBands were in requisition to appear 
Upon their union, which Foxcraft worked 
up my credulous brother to solemnize at 
Gretna Green, and afterwards by banns 
Et St. George's Church. Scarcely was 
the legality of the union thus confirmed, 
when Mrs. Allworthy sent in her bäls to 
my brother, for the maintenance» dothing^ 
education, and every species of expense^ 
which for six years she häd supplied Lady 
Derville with ; and this demand led to the 
sudden explosion of the whole conspiracy ; 
when poor Derville had the horror to dis- 
cover his wifb» whom he adored, to be sn 
impoitor !— the lilegitimate offspring of a 
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Dutchadventurer, VanTrompe; who,from 
the exquisite beauty of the girl, laid his 
plans for luring some novice in woiidly 
arts to address her; both through the 
toils of tbat beauty^ and a plausible 
report of immense wealth. The with- 
held consent of the guafdian was to con* 
ceal the pecuniary deeeption, until she» 
by her management, wiled her husband 
out of certain sums of money for the use 
of Van Trompe and his associate Fox- 
craft; who had calculated, that by the 
time they came to be detected, the ties of 
attachment between their tool and her 
dupe would have been too closely ce- 
mented by öffspring, for him to expose or 
desert the mother of his children. But this 
vile denouement came on prematurely fw 
their purposes; since the moment Der- 
ville questioned his wife upon the extraor- 
dinary demands of Mrs. Allworthy, she 
sunk at his feet, confessed every thing, 
making her own ungovemable passion for 
him her plea for extenuation, in proving, 
as she had done, the passive tool of villany 
and deception. 



SlO ROS ABELLA. 

** Well can you conceive, my susceptl- 
ble Rosa, the distraction of my brother on 
this discovery, and the distress of grand- 
a.ama.~As for me, I was then thelnsen- 
sate inhabitant of a bed of sickness ; but 
it almost proved too much for her, and 
nearly killed poor Derville, who would 
gladly have compounded for the loss of 
his expected wealth, to have proved the 
integrity of his wife without a stain ; but, 
as that could not be, he was compelled to 
inflict upon himself the misery of Separa- 
tion. So now his prospects of dotnestic 
happiness are destroyed for ever, unless 
grief can kill ; for, I understand, her af* 
fliction at the Separation, and her peni* 
tence for her own misconduct, are veiy 
severe," 

Rosabella was inexpressibly shocked at 
this direful climax to the misfortunes of 
her young co'mpanions and friends; nor 
was her sympathy for Lord Derville dimi- 
nished, when she saw him, and beheld 
grief and dejection touchingly marked 
upon his brow; and when, after his cor- 
diai greetings and congratulations upon 
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pt her happy prospects, bis lordship said, 
7 with a mournful effort at a smile, that only 

:. betrayed internal anguish 

r ^^ Ah ! Rosa, had not mine and my 
i: brother's guardian angel slept, they would 
: have whispered you were a prize for one 
of US to woo, and win ; for your heart was 
an unblemished gern, and now you are set 
in all the brilliancy, that pride or prudenqe 
could require/* 

Several days elapsed after it had been 
discovered to poor Charles, that Rosabella 
was beneath the same roof with him, and 
was the aflianced bride of Lord Montal- 
bert, ere he could summon up fortitude to 
request to see her : and the first interview 
proved one of painful exertion to them 
both. But Charles possessed sufficient 
firmness to entreat an earty repetition of 
her visit ; and the second made the third 
less painful to him ; until, by degrees, her 
presence not only ceased to pain him, but 
became a longed for anodyne, that calmed 
the desolation of bis mind, and led him on 
to hope, even yet, for friendship aqd for 
love in honourable hearts. 
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Our heroine had now so many indi* 
viduals in Brüssels fervently attached 
to her, all wishing to monopolize her 
time and attention in a greater degree 
than she could dedicate individually to 
any of tbem, that they all breathed forth 
their murmurs. ; but none more piteously^ 
or perhaps so justly as Lord Montalbert. 
He seriously complained to the duchess, 
and implored her *^ to remember all the 
sufFerings he had endured in his attach- 
ment to her daughter; and since Lady 
Agatha was sufficiently convalescent to 
render travelling no longer perilous to her, 
to commence arrangements for quitting 
the Continent, that he might put his mar- 
riage Settlements in immediate train for 
his speedy union.** 

The Duchess di Soria, beside her wish 
to insure the happiness of her beloved 
Rosabella, was particularly anxioiis to re- 
tum to England, to institute a suit for the 
recovery of her portion, and its long arrear 
of interest, frora Clanmartyr ; but grati- 
tude to the family of Derville forbade her 
thinking of it, whilst Mr. Monson was not 



ROSABSLLA. SIS 

sufficiently convalescent to accompaDy his 
brother and sister home ; and that the 
comfort of Rosabella's society for Lady 
Meliora was but the just tribute of 
their gratitude. On Her stating this im- 
peachment to compliance with his wish, 
his lordship perfectly— ^although not unac- 
companied by mournful murmurs from his 
faeart — ^aequiesced in the necessity of such 
a sacrifice to the friends of Rosa. 

The moment Lord Montalbert learned 
that the Duchess di Soria was in Brüs- 
sels, he wrote the pleasing information 
to Major Arundel; who, as rapidly as 
posts could efFect the interchange of letters, 
addressed his mother, claiming her long 
arrear of maternal tenderness, in the most 
dutiful and afiectionate terms that language 
could convey ; and assuring her, the very 
moment he could pröcure leave of absence, 
he should fiy to her to obtain her long ar- 
dently coveted blessing, and to embrace 
his two dear sisters. 

To Rosabella — who, Lord Montalbert 
informed him, was also in Brüssels — he 
wrote a most afiectionate, fraternal letter ; 

VOL. V. " p 



in his keart as her natural d^^fi^lmg the 
firiyt moment be beheld her» and that h» 
approving adsMraUw had siae^ aisteoded 
I^^ in all things, hut in her inexplicably 
criKel conduct tQ hia loatohbesa finend»'^ 
Biit, ere tbia rebuke had reached the 
bands. of Rcoa» her bxcMbbef waa in passen* 
sion of a 8ec<»adi, and pcomptly foUewing 
epistle, irom Loid Moflialbeüt» fu% explsu 
Batory of poor Rosa'a condaety and pro- 
claitioing himself the happiest of the happ}E 
expectants. of conjaubiial Miss. 

In a yery few momenta after cur bevoine 
bad» ia rapturou^. joy^ ialb^med Ladjr 
Melioia» that her b^mthefi waa shortiji ta 
acrwe in Bruaaeb» her ladyship. comphm*. 
iA0 <xC auddeni&dntnesa» Rosa led htf toher 
chambeir ; whe^e^ to, her in^mAe aurpaise, 
hei? agiteted firieod bui«t inta a flood of 
tearii; an^ vdtbh. vringing kands, deplored 
'^ bar jfoUy^-r— lies m^dBess»— rbM reprehea» 
sible indelicacy, in haviog ao committed 
becaelf to. censure and. coatenq^ byt her 
dsgrading elopemeat,*' witb^ nove bitter 
agony thaaabeyejbhaddonetaKoaa.; whoy 



at ieogth^ in fmder s^inpatlgf» in^veA 
^ bad she foundi any orsw mute for &• 
nenting her inkraducAiait to Captaiii 
Hawk ?'* 

ckim^^ in a te»e oif' anguusb*^^ I» lot 
the SLOiiM» ArnoHM cofliin^gf Uther» and 
hom am I evev te< appear faafore htoi^ cmfe- 
9[ciou» as i mwt fte of hafviag: heeoa» ui 
an object of scom toifainu? Fcff^ aUiMMUgih 
you may s^iaieme» Roea» Lord Mont^iherty 
youf Buay rast assuced, has abeadjr pula- 
Hshed my ds^adsatiim to Im friandL 

«< Qfa ! tfaalr i had nerar helwid tbat 
vile deceivar! or rathati, i Qught toi say,^^ 
ah ! that i had never^^^^ueyeir eoounkted 
aoy actxon ta soal my eheek. with th? 
scotching Uush of shama !-pv*«^Ho9a, tbe 
moment your brother arrives, I shall ajfart 
illnesfl^ to excwe my not appeaving amatngst 
youa ^appy cirole ;l ftv ivwar sfaa.ll I agau 
he able to eaduaa ane oS iJBto^ paoBtradog 
glsuaaea of hie, that iiaed aifc Wimbledon 
to contia divk>g isato^ my* vevy soul^ te 
saarch e\xb wbab ivas pafisiag* them ^ and 
iivbea/wieaiied and diaguated witib all 1ha 

p2 
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Lord Montalbert was its idol — had now 
more poignantly to deplore the deformities 
she had disgusted by, — since now lively 
was the retrospection to her tortured me- 
mory of those moments, in which the ad- 
miration of Frederick Arundel for her hai 
heen uneqirivocal. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

« 

At length, Mr. Monson being pronounced 
perfectly competent to the undertaking^ 
our whole party returned to London, — our 
three njartial heroes, on leave of absence 
— where the Dowager Lady Derville was 
in readiuess to recelve them in the man- 
sion of Lord Elwy ; who,. the moment 
he learned, by a letter from Lord Montal- 
bert, the denouement of all his late miseries 
and perplexities, waited on the matemally 
wretched dowager, to give her the grateful 
thanks of the Elwy family, for her protec- 
tion of, their i nsula ^ ted Rosabella. And 
when hia lordship had also learned at what 
period he might reasonably expect his be- 
loved brother's Kosalvina and children, 
he again hastened to Richmondj^ and per- 
suaded the drooping benefactress of our 
heroine to come to his house, which was 
sufficiently capacious for the purpose; 
there to. spend a happy fortnight with her 

p5 
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children and her friends, ere their several 
avocations might make a partial Separation 
necessary. 

It was therefore at the hditse of Lord 
Elwy— who himself gave the most cordial 
fratemal welcome to the widow of !Hd b^e- 
ther, and the most paternal i^e^eptioÄ to 
his daüghtet — that the Duchess di Soria 
made all those grateful acknowledginents, 
with whieh a mother's heart couM giow, 
to Lady Dervffle, for her tender protection 
of her Rosa, who was herseif too grateful 
and too alftectionately attached to her be- 
nefactress ever to bteathe to any of her 
relatives, or even to Lord Montalbert^ the 
smallest allusion to the unkmdness whieh 
had clouded her happitiess, through the 
inauspicious influence 4>f Mr. Sternham, 
who had quitted his Station in Lady Der- 
ville's family ; for upon her detection of 
his System of misrepresentation of Lord 
Montalbert and Rosabelb, hie lost her 
confidence. 

Admiral Oakbury allowed no unneces* 
sary moment to elapse, ere he expanded 
arms of kindness and aÜection to ens 
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htä&i tti^ WidoW of his nbphew, and tfae 
^«9kt fliege whom his approbation had 
ftttil^d äpöii) trhiist unconsciouB of affinity* 
Afid as a proof of tbe degree of eatimation 
he tms prepared to h^ld tbetn in^ he tnade 
each a tnnniüi^evkt gift^ even in the mottient 
ef iMröduction ; which he hoHVever in^ 
förmed th^ Duchei»», with M aii: of kmd 
reproach^^ «hoald kave long ^iti<t6 b^en tb<e 
ei^ridg of hift regard, had i^ given him 
Cfedft f<^ attachtdeiit to his Ute ttephew^ 
by applyi»g to him for pixAe^tion, äre she 
iütmKted het otrn and «hildmn's happitiesd 
to a foteign Mriaüger. 

Lord ^tid I^dy f1öw«rd«w irere not 
fidow i!n päyinkg their üomptimeDts to Lady 
Agatha FitEüiaui^ice ^ itot Ro^a tardy iti 
evidcitig the deeip seni^^ she ch^iished of 
their goodtiesft to he^ Atid so very partial 
hid they ever beeft to her, from the itto* 
ifient their iMrodüOtiott took place, that it 
was a tn&tt^r of heart-felt joy tö them her 
hät^ing been discovered tö belong to A 
family of their most esteemed frieilds, aiid 
tö a eoniiexion of their own. And Lady 
Flowerdew conveyed some iötelligetice to 
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out heroine tliat yielded the most sincece 
pleasure to her, which was, — ^that Lord 
Bayswater had joined the party of Lord 
and Lady Flowerdew abroad, when wishlng 
to forget her who had wounded his pride 
as much as his heart, by her rejection of 
him ; and cherishing in bis memory the 
incense his vanity had received at Wimble- 
don, by. the swoon of Miss Lorrain ; he 
partiqul^rly attached himself to Claudia, 
pn every excursion during their tour ; when 
as they contemplated together the rare pro- 
ductions of the fine arts, eoncentrated by 
the sword of rapine at Paris, he discovered 
such Information to be hers, so much simi- 
larity in taste and in sentiment, that be 
soon began seriously to meditate upon, 
whether a union with her might not pro- 
mise him much domestic happiness. From 
the moment he brought himself to con- 
template the subject, he found some po« 
tent magic in it, that allowed his thougbts 
no other theme ; and to the equal joy and 
surprise of the lovestricken Claudia, he one 
day, immediately afler their return ta Eng- 
land, starting out of a profound reverie, 
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sudde&ly declared himself her ardentlover^ 
and without a moment's pause, and evea 
without an emblematical device, offered 
her hia Coronet. 

Immediately upon the arrival of our 
travellers in London, every thing was put 
in train for the nuptials of Lord Mont« 
albert and our heroine. So tremblingly 
apprehensive was his lordship of any new 
Interruption to his expected happiness, that 
not one moment of unnecessary delay would 
he suffer to interpose to his obtaining the 
prize he long had coveted ; and in the 
church of Saint George* s, Hanover Square, 
Rosabella was bestowed upon the man 
of her heart's election ; and the inestima- 
ble Mv. Trench united her to his beloved 
pupil and friend. 

In a few hours afler the nuptial ceremo* 
ny, and the sumptuous breakfast given upon 
the happy occasion, by Lord Elwy, to the 
relatives and friends assembled on the aus* 
picious event } the bride, laden with costly 
gifts frbm all her numerous kindred and 
friends, set out with her devotedly attach« 
ed lord to St. Leonardas Abbey, where she 
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was shoiüy tö eK^^ect a gt^l niMtiter ^ 
tbe party that . liad attefidfed at tier nilp^ 
tials. 

Without any retarding ocCtitrettce Li^d 
atid Lady Montalbert at length reached 
the confines of the domaind of Samt Leo^ 
nard^s Abbey, where m une^pected caval« 
cade and pedestrian procesdion awaited tö 
bid them welcome, to str«w Towers in 
their path> and shower blessings on theif 
headfi ; — composed of the ni^ited tenantry 
and poor of St. Leonardas and Ravi^tiswood 
landS) both equally attached t» the brid« 
and bridegrooni) to whom scarcely an in^ 
dividual amongst the shouting throng but 
was under eome pei^onal obligatio^ 

The horses being instantly discarded by 
the multitude as an unnecessäty appendagil 
to Lord Montalbert*s cairh^, taking to 
themselvea tlie transport of toiling to eon« 
vey to their hoines those who tbey knew 
were come to dispetite happin^sd» or at 
leaM comfortB to ail around them ; and 
thefelbre the whote assemblage had th* 
gratification öf escofttn|f the happy pair, 
even into the quadramgle of the Abbey» 
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where his lordsdüp^i agent and Steward» 
aware of tbe populär reception intended 
fot thetr lord and ladj, faad prepared that 
kind of cheer, ftiliy demonstrative of good 
cid Irish hospitality, with which they 
küew the hearty congratulätors would 
joyfully regale« 

The affectitag incense of this heartin* 
spired pdpukiity of receptioti on her com« 
ing to her hotne, wiUi the eloqtaent tender* 
ness of her husband's affectionate welcome 
to the haü-s of his ancestora» had so operat« 
ed upom the susceptible feeling of Rosa* 

• 

bella» that her mmd was not sufiSciently 
disengaged on her entrance into the ves* 
tibule of the Abbey, to atteis'd to any in- 
dividual but the beloved bemg who was 
leaditig her in as the mistress of the mag* 
Aificent edifice* However^ one promptly 
not ooly attracted but rivetted her obser« 
vation»^ — a form which she feit conviction 
wa<s that of the assassin of Brüssels, and 
the footpad of the forest, stood befoire lier, 
bearing in his band-^if her eyes were not 
deluded in their recognition,-*^-d)e id^n* 
tical tili box safe and uninjured, which An- 
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tonia had seemed only to live to guard, 
and which she had seen washed by billow» 
of ungovernable fury into the unfathom- 
able repository of the " vasty deep/^ 

This mysterious being, true to bis pre*» 
diction of her again beholding bim in 
the moment she least expected him, and 
equally true to • bis promise, restored to 
her that she thought lost for ever ; since it 
was the important box of Antonia he now 
presented to her, accompanied by a packet, 
both of which he delivered in^il^ce; and 
then, gracefuUy and expressively placing 
bis band upon bis heart> he bowed pro- 
foundly, and retreated. 

For one moment amazement sealed the 
senses of Lady Montalbert from their usual 
self-possession ; but in the next she in- 
formed her lord of what had been thus' 
mysteriously restored to her; when bis 
lordship, gratefuUy anxious to recompense 
the stranger, desired to have him called 
back; büt he had vanished amid thetbrong, 
and all declared^ that no such petson had 
been seen departing, 

As Rosa could aot immediately procure 
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from her baggage the key of the box which 
Antonia had resigned to her a short period 
prior to her death, she was compelled to 
the inspection of the packet first, and 
which contained*— 

** JoY to an amiable pair ! whom a grate* 
ful man importunes to take no measure for 
tracing hin) out ; since that which he re- 
stores is but his small tribute to Lady 
Montalbert» for a life which her humanity 
.saved from the pistol of au imtbinking 
being, who would have < eut him off in the 
blossom of his sin/ and sent him to a dire 
account. 

** But here let me drop the ambiguity 
pf the third person, and ingenuously coiv 
fess in the first, that I, who was a villain 
of the blackest stamp, am one no longer--^ 
if penitence can indeed exonerate me-^ 
therefore, even for the sake of justice, I 
need not be sought, for my wish to sin is 
past, and I am hastening to the spot, where 
I have resolved to make. my peace with 
offended Heaven. 

'^ I will not stain the honour pf my 



\ 
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^mily by mentiooiiig a natne I have di^ 
graced : suffice it to say^ I am one of those 
luckless younger chüdren^ whom the in- 
attention often practised in this country 
to their provision in marriage settlemente 
left to vegetate in perilons idieness, a 
hanger^on to my monopolizing eldest bro- 
ther, to be s^ fbrward in the world as bis 
generosity shoold think proper. 

<* Unfortunately for hisdependentbrother^ 
and siftters, he possessed neither generosity 
nor common justice : whilst I as unfortUp 
aately did some talent and a restless spirit. 
In the life-time of my &ther I had acquired 
some learning } — but as he bequeathed me 
HO ^nployment or discretion, the fiend, 
of idl^ness led me to associates beneath 
myself, who flattered meas a demigod fi>r 
my superior attainments; and amongst 
tfaese debasing companions I became ac- 
quainted with a miscreant named Delany, 
\^bo infatuated me by bis wiles. Soon^ too 
Boon, he trained me into an accurate tool 
ibr bis pufposes, and schooled me into an 
active agent for the wide dissemination of 
tteason'ä deep and direful prqjeCtsj and 



under tbe ouspioes oP (Ms tniMrea&t I 
quitted my nntive home^ afid traversed 
almost every country in Europ^^^Mi^ell re* 
compensed by wy employers-^^owing the 
dürieterious seeds of impiety and tebellion. 

^^ It was after a di2d[)dical mission of 
this nature, when sickness and the inat« 
tention of Delany had reduced ttte to the 
expendiUire of my last farthing, that my 
good destiny, too long neglectful of my 
wel&re, impelled me to the project of com-» 
mencing footpad:— for the angel of pity 
then Struck a chord, which I knew nol 
harmonized in my ferocious breast j — it 
Ttbrated the soft meilifluent tone of grati- 
tude, for the first benefit conferred iq>onta« 
neously upon me; and time has proved 
tiiose tones more genial to my nature, tban 
tfae habits of my life could bave warranted 
a bdief of finding in my bosoiti« 

** All who enrol tbemselves ander the 
black banners of treason must be aware, 
that hoAvever subtie the specious form may 
first appear to them, the essence of its pure 
spirit IS all idieal ;<«-«for once embodied its 
soul becomes the demoniac one of turpi« 
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tude ; since murder, treacbery, pillaget. 
and hjrpocrisy, are the bretliren of rebel- 
lion. To a traitor therefore the tbeory of 
murder had been long familiär ^ and to 
Start from the practice woüld bave beea 
foreign to the code that govemed me ; and 
the proposition made to me» through the 
sacrilegious impostor Delany, to bereave 
the Duchess di Soria and her two daugh- 
ters of existence» for a great pecuniary 
reward, proved no shock fVom which I 
shnink» No : for most unhesitatingly I 
midertook the crime. 

" The Duchess di Soria inhabited a man« 
sion, which belonged to a devoted partizan 
of the Emperor Napoleon, and being a 
VQtary of the same cause» I had constant 
acc6ss. to a house abounding wkb subter« 
raqeous and other secret passages, fitting 
it in every way for the twofold purposes I 
was engaged in, nocturnal assassination, 
90d preparation for the expected arrival 
of the victorious French. At length, by 
rectifying some impeding barriers, I ob« 
tained a free entrance to the Chamber of 
the Duchess^ and her children ; and thithec 
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1 went upon my murderous mi^sion, where 
the band that turned the pistol from my 
heart was stretched forth to save a parent 
from- my sanguiiiary dagger ; — and no 
shield could have proved more defensive. 
It was the aegis of gratitude ; and through 
that talismanic influence impenetrable« 

** The horror of mind in which I re- 
ceded from the Chamber I had entered 
for a diabolical slaughter, I possess no 
language to portray ; and to conceive it» 
is not in the power of a mind unpol- 
luted by deeds like mine : I will therefore 
pass over the agonies my gratitude was 
writhed by: — I will only say, I trust the 
effect was salutary» 

" At Quatre Bras and Waterloo it 
was destined my conversion should be 
completed. — Both battles I attended, in 
anxious hope, and glowing expectation, 
that the triumph of France would have 
proved the triumph of my political spe- 
culations. But no, — in the carnage of the 
brave I was , Struck with the horror of 
fearful warfare ; and whilst contempl-iting 
the contest of natural foes, the dread 



pieture arose to appal me^ oS cMk discofd ; 
of kiftdred Uotod »hed by kinddred hand y^ 
of every tie undar HexYeib rettt and tora, 
flbre hy fibr e^ attd pake by puhe, -erea 
of the heart; aoud aU for välaft^ For 
apeculation :— for a cfaaiiee o£ bettenng 
that,. which haa been pronouneed by the 
visdom of ages the best : -^ for fane to 
a few :-^de8tructi0n to tkousands : -^^ ßov 
plunder ta the cadicajdy idle, off tbe profe»* 
^onal ravageo ; and a momentai^y ]^t^ 
ponderaace in the scalo of pvopeity to th» 
pliysically staroag» As i Av^%kt upon thi» 
dismayuig vi3ion, reftect^d Irom the pass^ 
i«g' scene, , my squI became hnmamaed ; 
and while I beheld the gi'(wiöiis fskiki^ my 
bosom caught thd kiadling spark ef ge- 
nuine patrio<»s»i^ tha<^ (fpicki^ bfeMed to 
love^ to pvide in my countiy; and a» l 
gsused aad^ saw whef e each «san &)), a 
hero waa laid low ; my hoapt breatk«di 
a i^qaion» f^r my brave brethMn-; aadl 
I »wore m that heapt to^ recede £fpom my 
s^stasy. Blit in tbo t^mmation, a& 
awfiii^ Cj3nviction stritck upon my changmg' 
souk— Tbo LoFd og Hosts waa with my 



t^omttxy ! and l trwt the convert of that 
hour was. stamp^d by Sterling siocerity. 

*^ Eocloaed » tfaie iQaodate for the mur« 
der of the Ducbe«» di Sovia^ aod her two 
^ughters, wfitten hy the Hand of DowHng 
iPolany ; and if it serv^ for oo other pur-. 
ß09e» it will rid the church of a foid sdgma 
in thts sacriiegious impoator, tbis pcetend^ 
od prie&t, who is possessed of no one testv 
mouiai to prove, that he belongs to the 
3iicred fuDctioQ he professes. 

'^ But the box, which I have the gra» 
t^fteation to restoüe to its rightfiU. owner^ I 
must cooclude of some importance to Lady 
Montaibsft, firom the rapture which Daw^ 
ling Delany expressed, whea ho kamed it 
had beßii waehed iajbo the bo6om of the 
deep, from whence I had the good. foütuioe 
to df aw. iik in a aet, which with aome of my 
coinpaaiona I was amusing lasiysetf traiting; 
for solea, in the neighbourhood of Mystle's 
Town^ about a month after it had been; 
swept away« I instaaAly knew it, from* the 
singukurity of its forra, to be thal» I had 
frequently aee» in the possessioa o£ An^ 
tonia^di Horosco^ whilst she £)rmed pai;t of 
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the dotnestic establisbment of Delaiiy; 
and in which she told me were many 
papers of consequetice to the Duchess 
di Soria, whom then never having seen, 
I was uninterested about; and therefore 
determined to present my prize to Delany, 
who had bewailed to me Antonia's having 
purloined, at the period she absconded 
from him, some papers which might affect 
bis life, and that of bis chief patron : — but 
he was absent from Ireland at that time« I 
therefore deposited it in a careful place; 
and the moment I discoveved that it was 
to the eider daughter^ of the Duchess di 
Soria I owed my life, I determined that it 
should be to her and her only I would 
restore, what the band of Providence per- 
mitted me to find. 

" In horror I have receded from all com- 
pact with Delany ; and as I firmly foelieve 
the existence of the Duchess di Soria im- 
periled as long as this miscreant lives, I 
would advise no moment of unnecessary 
delay to intervene, until measures are taken 
to prevent those raischiefs he is equal to ; 
— but should further proof be wanting to 



ROSABELLA. 337 

effect thifl purpose, I will, in despite of per- ' 
sonal danger, once more appear, aud give 
aname of some importance to Lady Mon- 

9 

talbcrt's 

** devoted friend, 

« faithful in 

*« Gratitude." 

The amazed and alarmed Rosa instantly 
gave this letter to her lord's perusal ; who» 
having before heard of the atteinpted as- 
sassination of the Duchess di Soria at Brus« 
sels, immediately despatched a summons 
to his man of law, and to Mr. Trench — 
who he doubted not had arrived at the 
rectory, as he was to leave London the day 
after he had set out; and he and Rosa 
had remained nearly a week in Wales, ex- 
ploring many of its beauties on their way— 
that he might promptly consult with them 
upon the method he should pursue effec- ^ 
tually to counteraet the menaced mischiefs 
of Delany. Whilst the messenger was 
gone on this mission, Rosa obtained the 
long-believed useless key of Antonia's box 
from her baggage; wbich soon led her 

VOL. T. Q 
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ta%i|, besicie tlie. qQnfesiaw Q^ AAtQQtiu 
-rthe Gert?ficate of hei; Qynbirth» »evßJialilet- 
tQr£^ from hjer f^th§r to. hei: matheryT-aiock 
of braided hair, and a miniature poilndt, 
which she doiibt^d xi<Qt wa9. tliat which had 
awakened t^e Dulce di Soria's jealousy, 
amd wbi<;k ^rd Montalbert pronounced 
it, from the striking resemblance of his 
Rosa to it. To add to the alarjn the 
mpte^lous friend qf vnv heroine had 
awakened, with these relicc; they found in 
careful preservation a m^indate from the 
p]:^ßnt LordClanmartyr to.Delanyf for des- 
palching an emisftöiry into Spain to aasasai- 
nate. the Duchess di Soria aqd her Spanish 
da^ghter ; and to allow no compimctioua 
feelings to interpose agains^; the massacre 
of the whol^ Ravepswpod fapiuly» if he 
CQuld.devise no other secure means of rid*» 
ding him of the possible claims of the girl 

Epsab^Ua* 

. The confession of Antonia di Horosco 
was written in her native langnagß ; but 
as. we hope we may haye many more read- 
ers than tbose who are well versed in Spsu 
nish, w:e will present a translation in the 



form of our own continued narrative, with 
ivhich we can mingle some account of the 
unhallowed impostor, who, as the tool of 
the vile Lord Clanmartyr, had toiled fbr 
the destruction of Lady Rosalvina and 
her chfldren, to exonerate him from their 
dämands^upon the family estates. 



«2 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

The mother of Dowling Delany, upan be- 
Coming a widow, sent kirn from Ireland to 
the care of her only brother, one of the 
fathers attached to the convent of St. Ber- 
tarn, at St. Omers, to have him there edu- 
cated for the church. But most angenial 
to young Delany proved every thing sa- 
cred; whilst to all that was profane he 
turned with avidity; and after ^having 
achieved various exploits in St. Omers, of 
unqualified depravity, he at length one 
night absconded from St. Bertam's for 
Paris, first secretly enriching himself by 
property belonging to his uncle, of con- 
siderable amount, seciire — ^that for the ho- 
nour of their family his reverend relative 
would not stop his care^r by any judicial 
pursuit. 

At Paris he embarked in every species 
of crime, except murder; but that he 
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shrunk fröm, until the revolutionary hor- 
rors which Üeluged Euröpe in blood over- 
came his scruples, and awakening a sedi- 
tious demon witfain his bosom, led him on 
>io become a sanguinary agent in all the 
direiful deeds, that disgraced the French 
nation during the age of terror, 

Delany possessing in^ ^^ .i««ixn?ii« degree 
two ff^*^^^ ^sssentials for the formation of a 
villain^-^a good bead, and corrupt heart,-*^ 
he was selecied by the fiend of discord^ 
for a trusty agent to disseminate seditious 
-teiiets through various states of Europe; 
^nd an indefatigable one he proved, since 
bis very soul was devotedtomischief j and 
the . actively rapid Delany flew from coun« 
try to cbuntry, laying his combustible train» 
ähd secüred from suspicion by the sancti- 
fied appearance of his garb and manner. 

As amongst Hibernia's sons, — who, bear- 
ing in their inmost soul the very essence 
of hardihoody bravery, enterprise, and en- 
thusiasm, are ill fitted for the life of sloth 
and inactivity, towhich their migratingsu- 
periors doom them, and are therefore more 
open to the wily tempter» who holds oat in* 



duCemmitt tb 'Call thätr iprqpttAtftite ktto 
4icti9iH-4ie fSHet a «tuiftber of ^afeSy cen- 
tterted proael^tes tö the 4ectnaes of bis 
iair f)>römi^s, he ^pdbt oiaöh of ins tiaie in 
-tkat'öoinftry, where ke obtained tlie^&iend- 
^hip dnd patreimge of Lord FGhtniluäiyr;; 
who, having seciföte of importaaioe in trust 
^r -o*» ^>-»fwcv«tor i>ri6ät, scn^led not to con- 
fide in Um hk ¥^isbes i?eitaiT^-^ J^idy iRo- 
salvina änd her prQgdnyj and in confoiv 
2lHty Withthese wielke»» this vile emissacy 
utooti foand jpöwer Do act 

In the itinoFant life ^DelaAy led, he be- 
came acquainted witb Ant^ia di Rotosco, 
bt Madilid;; mhOf m compliance with their 
anutnal gprofligaq;?» accoinpanied bim iö 
hbndotif wbere tbey ämved just at tbe 
period of tbe Duke di Scnria^ tinion witb 
the unfortutaate Gftosaivfina, and wfaen fhe^ 
were in search of a femaSfe iattendant for 
the little Rosabella, to accompany tbem to 
Spaih. Aiitonia 'ofiS^red heitself for the 
ttatioä.; änd, \xy tbe ffldnagement of her 
paramour obtäining a niost (satisfactory 
character, was eledted inii^i^fei^ice toaM 

^ '^ candidates, throi^h her being >a Gas- 
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tiliän i tiiid wfaen sbe häd und^ertakeh the 
care of öur young beroine, it tväs with tfee 
solemn ibjtmction of the sangtiifiäiy vDfe- 
'larrjr, to tefmmate the child's existehce by 
the least sn^picious meails hcir iüVentive 
faciflüies could devide. 

Thejealansy of the Spatiiish tyratit, l)y 
throwmg the young Fffedericfk iiito the 
protection of powerful friefnds, öccaöiönöd 
liörd Qanmartyr topauäie upotithe Subject 
.*of his mar der, lest the invesrtigation of thte 
rieh and g^e£rt migbt leäd to hiis detectiön^; 
<md the fesuh of his deUberatiön Was, to 
"withdraw. the mandate, tinftii üt leaust the 
death of his mother shoald mäke him hehr 
tö her pdrtion :-^bift, on the dthfer hand, 
the Düke di Soria compleftely threW th^ 
Infant Rosa into the power of Antonia, 
'Whom he dei^tched from Portpatrick, t6 
'convey >her to the |!)ro1iection o!f Lady Aga- 
tha Fitzmattrice, who he kn^ va6 theU ät 
her seat iieär Belfast ; and to do htm tverf 
justice, he ordered the child might bfe 
tteated witii the mdst tender care; ättd 
inadfe a most IHiepal attowance fbr the ^X'- 
peiiaes of her jcmroey. 
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But although the poor babe was thus 

most unexpectedly thröwn upon the xnercy 

of the mistress of Delany, yet her Infant 

fascinations had so won upon the heart of 

Antonia, that she could not deprive her of 

existence ; but to strike a balance with her 

conscience, as she had swom to rid Lord 

Clanmartyr of her, she devised and execut- 

ed the project of billetting her upon their 

simple hostess at Donaghadee, without a 

> clew to lead to her coiitiexions ; and having 

performed her purpose» she stole away in 

an effectual di^uise, to join Delany» to 

whom she gave the fallacious intelligence 

of the child's demise. 

Not until a very short period prior to 

the commencement of oür present history, 

did Antonia betray, in the delirium of a 

fever, the existence of Rosabella to the 

ruthless Delany; who then being engaged 

m rearing the black flag of rebellion in the 

neighbourhood of Ravenswood, it Struck 

his savage mind, that by the midnight mas- 

sacre of the family that benevolently shel- 

tered her the eye of suspicion could not 

- at Lord Clanmartyr as her mur- 



ROSABELLA. 545 

derer ; and having written to bis Iprdship 
upon the subject, drew back tbe reply, 
-whicb accompanied the confession of An- 
tonia. 

But the subtle Delany having developed 
something beyond common interesit fbr our 
heroine in Lord Montalbert, the night of 
his lordship having wandered iaito the con- 
clave of traitors, he made it a question if 
it would pot prove more for his own ad- 
.vantage to let her live, and Iure contribu- 
tions by her means from this enamoured 
peer. 

At the period of the glorious battle of 
Vittoria, Delany was in. Alava for the 
express purpose of efiecting the destruc^ 
tion of the Duchess di Soria and her 
daughter, by the conflagration of her 
dwelling ; and in^the moment Fredericfc 
Arundel received bis wound, he unfortur 
nately was with a party of French and 
Spanish deserters, in ambush, in the very 
thicket where the accident had occurred. 
Upon the flight of Lord Montalbert to 
seek for aid, it entered; his diabolical 
imagination to seize tjbe unprotecteu Fre-» 

Q 5 



deriok — vfhö^ 'p^^Böb he tt^äft 'Wditl Iac- 
quaiifted with— as a prizfe fer tbe decr^e 
of Lord GlatHnörtyr. 

Accordingly he performed this atrociöufi 
explok, ^^[käitig the woiMded and tt^^a- 
Wlifly dying yö^ig «ää ön tö 1!he Py»- 
nees, under the escbft of ä pai^ty of the 
desertörs, \v4ie> tvere ^hig to form %he'm* 
fielves into a hstndi^i, aitiid the inöuii« 
takis, under ihe cdmmand df ^ iBVefich 
Bärgeön of söme 6kiU, büt a ttiost aj^ro- 
pickte personage to act as '^mtnändant to 
so worthy a league« The surgeon being a 
pärticular eonfbdei*ate of Öekfly, he put 
the poor insensible Frederick uilder his 
peculiar care, whiht he himsetf refiiaiined 
with the detachmenty that wals to fire '«iiA 
pillage the devoted castle. l'his äfchieve» 
ment iKJConifi^ished, he fled to Beydnne-^ 
where, to his uttferdismay, be ^tifcouftt^fred 
Ihe fugitive Duchess and her cbild, whom 
he believed he had desltroyed. 

It having transpired in their converräfion 

lipon this unexpected rencöntre, thaft th^ 

Duchess had written to Father O'Bkze» 

her arrival at Bayonne,— Whose deafh 
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the %äs öl igtt^otance ^j^-^Delany fHt that 
it might pTdve ^anjgerous to him to immo- 
late bis läng ^determibed ^irey, until he 
should ascdrtam if thä^t letter reached its 
fdace df desti^tioD, to awaken mterest and 
iöqüky relative to her. — In consequenfce 
therefore, he pc^sroaded her to accotnpany 
hka to Brüssels, wheh he swindled her out 
of almost the entire of the property she 
had been aWe ih the moment of existing 
danger to sectrre, and where he left her in 
the house cff one of his associates, who, he 
Icnew, lirould readily perfo'rm the part off 
bravo for him, should there appear no 
cause to change thät sanguinary inten- 
tion. 

But, jusit aö he was aboüt to embark at 
Ostend, an express reached htm, demand- 
ing his imfftediate presence at Paris to at- 
Uend a ptfliticäl Convention. There he 
^äs de^ained some time; and thence his 
avocätions daWed him to Ireland, without 
thfe powör of visiting Yorkshire, a visit 
which his politicatl pörsuits detained hiöi 
from, until the period when, from his lefter 
ijase, he, throngh the iritervöittion of Pro- 
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vidence, dropped the letter of the Duchess 
di Soria into the cedar ehest, where it had 
been deposited with his clothes during his 
short stay at Black Friars Moat. 

From Black Friars, Delany proceeded 
to Lord Clanmartyr's, where he was de- 
tained by the fracture of his leg, until the 
period of Buonaparte's escape from Elba, 
when he hastened to Paris ; from whence, 
as the army was about to proceed to the 
attack, he issued his mandate to one of 
his prime associates in Brüssels, to assassi- 
nate the Duchess di Soria and both her 
daughters: — for he had discovered ths^t 
Rosa was with her ; but Providence had, 
in its unslumbering mercy, ordained that 
Rosabella had converted the intended as- 
sassin into a devoted friend. 

The fever, which had caused the secret 
of our heroine's existence to escape An- 
tonia, was in its effect so fatal to her Con- 
stitution, that soon conviction arose in her 
mind of her last sand being set; and, 
with this conviction, came such horror at 
the life of iniquity she had led, that she 
withdrew herseif from every possible clew. 
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wbich could lead any of her former vile 
associates to trace her out. Having in her 
care the letters addressed from time to 
time by Lord Clanmartyr to Delany, she 
selected that one which she thought might 
prove of advantage to the bereaved Rosa* 
bella: and, as we have already stated^ 
traced the residence of the ci-devänt Mrs. 
Cormack from Donaghadee to Myrtle's 
Town, and thither winged her secret way, 
to restore to Rosa the documents of her 
birth. 

But, although Lord and Lady Montal- 
bert had not before them all the plans and 
villany of Delany to appal them, they 
still had fully sufficient proofs of the evil • 
Intention of Lord Clanmartyr respecting 
the Duchess di Soria and her children, 
thus presented to them, to justify their 
anxiety for some measure to be adopted, 
to oppose eifectually all meditated mis- 
Chief. Whilst they were impatiently ex- 
pecting those his lordship had summon- 
ed, many letters of congratulation, which 
awaited their arrival at St. Leonardas Ab- 
bey, were put into their hands ; and from 
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these th'ey höfh, ti6 tf fcy öne flyiäj)aftliiftfc 
Y^iFpcdBe, selected the ?cinä, the äfifectk)Ä«fce, 
and ftflecting oÄes, afldressM tö bötb,fr2iim 
tbe Bishop of ^-— - a^d liady Anne Bei- 
mont, ^t krngth returned io \he Episcopa! 

* 

Polaoe stt — ■ ■ ; atid so anxiöus to 1>e- 
htAA, and give their blössings to their dear 
nephew, and their eqiially 4e^r Roisa, fehat 
tbey declai»ed their determinatiön <tf visit- 
iHg St. Leönard's Abbfey at the e^irätion 
öf tbe flrst 'höftey-mbön, tbat passed over 
the heads of its lord and lady. 

The affectionate gräteful rapture, which 
Kosa feelingly eviticed on perüsai of these 
most welcotne letters, proved gratefal ifi- 
cense to the heart of Lord Moiitalbert ; 
while true to bis feelirig as ä lover, all 
tbat menaced her took precedenoe of every 
otber subjeet in bis thougbt, and in tbe 
füll glow of bis pleasurable emotion upon 
tbe letters of bis revered and beloved re- 
latives, it Struck him, tbat Lord Clanmartyr 
residifig in tbe diooese of bis uncle, it 
might perbaps prove a judicious method 
for effecting all they wished, to mak^ the 
Bishop of -i tbe agent in tbe delicate 



büski^ss ^ae attiKmnchig to bis lör<M(i{>, 
Ihät his dangdinai^ pfojects were de- 
tecteä. 

But ere iLbtä MoHtalbcfrt had timfe fully 
to ^äcüsä thilS pfoj^öt iMith Ms bekri'^ 
f^ieöted boünsellor, hislaivyter äi^rived with 
ififdi-rnfttiöii, " 'flittt Mr. Trenoh wks ^one 
to Myrtle's ToWn u|>on fehe sünofmöns itf 
an eXpi^ess 'thät very mörning froth Captäin 
Gore.*' 

Tiife alartaed Lord and Lady Mohtalbeft, 
in apl^reb^risidn öf sötne distress havifig 
overwb^stmied fhe estimable Gore, des- 
pätched ä messehger with a letter to Mr. 
Trertidb, 'expifessive of tböir anxiety, ere 
they ^ntered lipon -fhe basiness for wbich 
the presence of the lawyer was required. 

Btit, 'befolge ^e -procöed to State the re- 
ply fröm Myrtk*s Töwi>, wfe will tfiike 
l^ave öf the slinguinary coiifedöittös, by 
briefly stätiDg thdt I^rd Montatbert des- 
patdbed bis coiifidential laiwyer witb every 
docufitient in bis ^sseäsion, to pr^e the 
guilt of liörd Glgifftaartyr, accomps^flied by 
a letter on the subject to the Bishop of 
'y wbo loöt not one unnecesfsary mo- 
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ment in waiting upon the culprit with his 
credentials. The result was the prompt 
payment into the hands of the bishop, of 
the portion of Lady Rosalvina Northmore, 
as charged upon the Clanmartyr estates 
by the will of her father, with the interest 
lawfully due for many years upon the prin- 
cipal; and the rapid departure of his 
lordship from Ireland, to hide for ever his 
detected villany, by self-inflicted exile into 
foreign countries, accompanied by his co- 
adjutor Delany, who was nat however 
permitted long to continue his associate, 
as the see of Rome, apprised of the sa- 
crilegious impostjure he had practised, 
overtook him with its most inveterate 
vengeance. 

The reply from Mr. Trench severely 
wounded the susceptible feelings of Lord 
and Lady Montalbert, as it gave to tbem 
the painful information, that Mrs. Gore 
had bi:oken down all bonds of religious 
and moral duty, by forsaking her husband 
and child, to elope with an itinerant teacher 
of languages. 

But, upon further investigation, the 
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facts were proved to be, that when Mrs. 
Gore had been s^zed by her mania for 
acquiring the Latin language, Unding she 
could not make much proficiency with- 
out Instruction, she employed her maid 
secretly to inquire out a Latin master in 
the neighbourhood } and this confident, 
being in the interest of a profligate man of 
rank and fortuae, who had been deeply 
Struck by the exquisite beauty of Mrs« 
Gore, he was introduced as the secret 
master. Captain Gore being unfortu- 
nately compelied to attend a court mar« 
tial at Plymouth, which detained him firom 
home for several weeks, gave opportunities 
to the subtle seducer to attend more close- 
ly, and undermine her principles and at- 
tachment to her husband and child, by 
the most unqualified adulation of her tran- 
scendent mental abilities ; — and unfortu- 
nately, upon the retum of Captain Gore, 
he perceived an alarming alteration in his 
beloved and cruelly neglected boy, whom 
he immediately determined upon taking to 
the metropolis for medical advice. But to 



accompany bim Mrs. Gore poutively re- 
fosed, not having one moment to apa^a, 
ßhe Said, from the loni^ro^^emeiit cff ha: 
HHnd ; and, as the physidians 4n Dtiblifi 
found k absolutely necössary to detaifi poor 
Nelson for some weeks under their imme- 
diate care, time and farther öJ>piortunity 
were allowed the »profligate invader <tf 
«nother's happmess, to in&tuate the vain, 
iv€ak, . and unipardonable vietim to her 
own foUy and his art», iö sei <^ to Itdy 
wkh him ; and the first intimation the at- 
tached husband bad of this derelictton 
was in a letter, that awaited bis retufti 
to bis d€seri:ed honie, which took pktcfc 
the night preceding bis suminön of bis 
uncle-r-announcing '* that she was gonfe 
to improve her classic lore, by makidg a 
tour of Italy and the Gtöek Iides with a 
male friend/' 

We cannot say the bappiness of Captaia 
Gore was destroyed by 'this diaböUcal de- 
reliction, since he nevefr bad knolm bap- 
piness with a woman «o ungenial to bim-; 
but he sensibfy fblt «he stf oke, and.perbaps 



hegrifeveä, fttorfe^or his thflä^ßtWke Clmti 
his OM^H, »tbe hörrid ticcedsity he^iö^ fbuiid 
^of ^divörcmg his unworthy as tirifteling 
mothen Lord atid Lady. Montalbert, well 
remembering how much Captain Gore 
had appeared attached to bis wife, when 
they were inmates of Myrtle Lodge, and 
concluding he must be almost di«tracted 
at her misconduct, united in an aftectionate 
entreaty, through Mr. Trench, that he 
would come immediately to them, and 
bring his little Nelson to Rosa to tenderly 
nurse. 

To this affectingly kind invitation 
Gore sent a grateful negative j " for al- 
though,*' he said, " the woman, ivhom he 
had so erroneously selected to constitute bis 
domestic comforts, had long ere the last 
decisive step weakened his ardent attach- 
ment to her, by her follies and unfeeling 
apathy to all the sensibilities of the heart j 
he believed he could not yet sustain with 
fortitude the beholding that perfect State of 
connubial happiness, which St. Leonardas 
Abbey contained : — ^but in a short time he 
would come,— not to envy them, but to 
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find conviction of his dearest friend being 
more fortunate in wedlpck than himself, 
and to avail himself of Lady Montalbert's 
tender kindness to bis deserted boy/' 
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CH AFTER XX. 

At the time which had been arranged for 
their visit, the Duchess di Soria, Lady 
Coüstantia, and Colonel Arundel, — for 
Frederick had been promoted as well as 
Lord Montalbert and Charles Monson, 
for their conduct in the last glorious con- 
flict, — arrived at St. Leonardas Abbey, 
where, amongst other delights of their 
reception, the duchess was agreeably sur- 
prised by the receipt of her now largely 
augmented dower ; which both her son 
and son-in-law entreated shoiild be consi- 
dered ultimately as belonging to the un- 
portioned Constantia, as neither of Wood- 
ville's children required more than they 
already possessed, and were to inherit fröm 
their fathef's affluent family :— a proposi- 
tion of generosity towards her Constantia, 
which the grateful Rosalvina feit by no 
means disinclined to; as, thrbugh that 
medium, she hoped to repay some part of 
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her matemal debt to those who had chc- 
rished her deserted child. 

The Dowager Lady Derville and her 

dispirited graöd-childrQn. h^4a returned to 

Ireland in the same party with the duchess, 

Frederidc, aod Con&taiPt^sif sno^l^f^.now 

re^entered the mamitHij of ^syfija^^QQäi 

utider feeliiig9 widßly diffewiH ffßmi t}i«tie 

they had set out with, to msibatb^'i^^ 

appearance in the b»sy soenes. o£ lifei 

Theo all Wjap^ buoyant hop^rTro^w; eyery 

hppe was bligbted ; büt fwixL tlie/ vsefyl 

lefisons, which had bf^eii) spirowftdly. pi^ef 

seated, to them in tbeiü disapppiptments» 

they all determined to derive iwpBoye- 
ment. 

During thßic long extent oj? joomqyr, 

and <m tbeir hecaltned sea . voyage, the 

3>ia€hess di &>ria,-,an anxiotis obaerwet 

of Mr. Konson, for whom her materaal 

g^atotude had awakened a moat powerftd. 

interest^wjth pleasure perceived^ tiiat tk^ 

^^^^^^J d^spe«ed; as^he became 
MuviouBiy ingenious ia 
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pl^usibte p];etoi>cesjfor oceqpyingia pkce 
iDi tbß coirriAgei witb Lady. Cotisd^antia» andi 
rQady. oncuües. for aeatingi faiiiiaelf by. her. 
at. Mcbtivny and in the^ packet; vUlst he- 
bßoama^ eaichr hpur mor» expect in. dcavvingi 
hftr intQ. tim. cqntinuance of all faei> UtUe- 
seryii^^. to. aid{ hiip, which her humaaity 
hjM^« yieldi^d him. atk Bmaseis : andrall tfaese 
Observation», of a. revebition iit tba beart 
of Chadea^ led the ducheas to. cherisb a 
hope, thajt the bappinesa which one of her 
daugbtera badi diaturbed» the other would 
rqstore. 

Upon tbqir arrival in the county of 
-: — 9 the gratefiil mothef stijil observed 
the same restless anxiety. in Mr. Monsoiv 
tq be nqar Constantia, every day finding> 
bim a ling^ing visitoc at St. Leonard'a 
Abbey, unless the, iamates o£ that dwelling 
were assembled at Ravenswood; alwaya 
d^claring — " he could find no one to su:- 
range bis sUng so coramodiously as Lady 
Copstantiar^no one to do any thing so com« 
fortably for bim as sbecpuld*" 

The gratefiü. Rosabella had allowe4- no 
morwents to intervene unnecessarily, ere 
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she despatched» with her gloves, cake, &c. 
a most süperb bridal gift from St. Leo- 
nard's Abbey to her ever kind fiiend Mrs« 
Alermont O'Dowd, whö lost not one 
bour in hastening with her gallant spouse, 
and adorned in the very highest feather of 
her most stylish costume, to pay their com- 
pUments to Lord and Lady Montalbert, 
by whom thiey were cordially received. 
For, although his lordship knew little of 
Mrs. O'Dowd, and nothing of her hus- 
bandy yet his gratitude for their kindness 
to the idol of his heart had placed them 
high in his estimation ; and this reception 
yielded ihany causes of gratification to Mrs. 
O'Dowd; but none of greater importance 
than the conviction thus implied, of St 
Leonardas Abbey proving the scene of 
grand display for the most elegant of all 
her London and Parisian costume. 

In about two months after the retum of 
the family to Ravenswood, Lady Meliora 
Monson and Mrs. O'Dowd were both 
making a morning visit to St. Leonardas 
Abbey, and Rosabella had received them 
in a small conservatory adjoining the break- 
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fast room, where she, with her mother^ 
sister, and Lady Anne Belmont,— whoj 
with the bishop, was then staying at the 
abbey — ^were at their work j and shortly 
after the arrival of these visitors, Charles 
made his appearance ; who, although in- . 
vited by the attentive Rosa to occupy 
a seat, remained restlessly standing, and' 
at length suddenly retreated. 

" Pray, what is the matter ?*' exciaimed 
Lady Anne, smiling, ** is not my cap set 
as becomingly as usuäl, that Mr. Monson 
has paid us so short a visit this moming ?'' 

" Why, ma'am," replied Lady Meliora, 
smiling too, *' his right band was, you see, 
at an awkward distance to perform its 
Offices conveniently ; so, I suppose he is 
gone back to Ravenswood» to put up with 
some left one's clumsy efforts to aid him." 

All eyes attracted by the Observation, 
now perceived every possible approach to 
I^dy Cohstantia was blockaded by the 
other ladies and their work tables, as 
she was in an interior seat next the win* 
dows, and into whose now blooming cheeks 
a bright blush was caUed by the remark of 

VOL. y, R 
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I^y Meliora, just 4s its iiecufacy was 
justified by the tppeimuice c^ Mr. Monsoa 
ouiside the window, nemr which she was 
seated} wbo unheakatiia^yraiaed thesash, 
to admire a camellia japooica that bloomed 
jufit by hen 

** Ö, my haneyt" exclaimed Mrs. 
O'Dowdy ** you will blow üb all out of 
the conservatory, if you let in that current 
oi wiad." 

'* I am going to shut it» my hon^/' 
tesfkKiided Charles; but ere he did so» 
hQ vaulted in, and seated hiinself snugly 
by Coastantia. 

'^ Have yott brougfat your work?" de- 
manded Constantia, as she again bhished. 

*^ My sisters» Rosa and Meliora, used 
alway« to supply me with work^ when I 
iniaruded upon their morning party/' said 
Charles, " to unravel their silks and their 
sauciness together." 

** WelV the replied, " your sister Con- 
«tantia will now supply you with appro- 
priate employment for an inmate a£ an 
*bbey ; there, teil those beads, good bro- 

^»^* and Ae handed htm a box of beads, 
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to exercise his patience in sorting for 
her. 

'* Good brotlier, indeedl" exclaimed 
Charles, smiling, as. a brightened bloom 
BufTused his cheek* ** I know not, my 
fair novice, that I have ever led you t0 
mppose I woüld oonsecrate you a aister, 
even to perform Father Francis with you ; 
and have it engraven on cur tombs, ^ that 
w^ were lovely in cur lives, änd in ouf 
deaths were not divided.' '^ 

** What a pity,'* said Rosa, in a half 
whisper to Lady Mdiora, accompanied by 
an arch smile, ^' that her eyes are not 
^rce black!'* 

^^ And further, that there is not the 
essential inheritance of a d*«-l within,^ 
replied Lady Meliora, with responding 
archness. 

** What are you too witty sprites plot- 
ting about ?'' demandqd the half-conscioüs 
Charles. 

** We are ooly reverting to an old pro- 
phecy/* returned Lady Meliora. 

^< Which* we {Mronounce cannot be re- 
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rified» firom certain lade* of visible sign»,*' 
Said Lady Montalbert. 

^' O9" Said Charles, with a painful sigh, 
** are you not wandering where there were 
to be coßexs to empty ?. Alas ! you know 
who has effectually performed that exploit, 
to the annibilation of every prophetic au- 
gury of happiness for bim." 

'< Cbarles/' exclaimed Lady Meliora, 
with tears of a£fectioQ starting to her eyes, 
^^ has not a relative of that person you 
allude to told him, he shall have the 
moiety o£ all she possesses ? and can he 
doubt it ?*• 

Charles caught her band, pressed it 
affectionately, as he shook bis head ; and 
after a moment's pause, he started from 
bis seat, and retreated as he had entered* 

The remainder of that day, — the next, 
and a tbird passed on, without the re- 
appearance of Mr. Monson at St. Leo- 
nard's; and Lady Montalbert, alarmed, 
lest any thing had been said in their mirth 
to wound bis feelings, despatcbed her lord 
—-in füll confidence of her apprebensions 
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— to Ravenswood, tö inveigle the. dowager 
over to the abbey^ with her grandchildren» 
to pass some days, as the evenings. were 
beginiiing to dose too soon for the comfort 
of mere dining intercourse. 

Lady Derville gladly acceded to * the 
proposition, as she said Ravenswood was 
no longer like her own home, since de- 
prived of Rosabellä ;^ and in about two 
hours afler this point was . settled, Mr. 
Monson, with an .aapect of mingled de*> 
jioction and perturbation, appeared at St* 
Leonaird's Abbey, to bjd farewell, he said» 
as he was going pffhy the mail that night 
tQ jpin his regitnent. ; : • 

: ".For/*^,he öaid, " a pauper l}ke him, 
l^ho had a profeitöion,for his bread, must 
devote himself to it ; and as his wound 
was sufficiently recoyered to permit his 
doing so, he would no lopger play truant 
from his duty, which mast fall rather 
heavily upon those who had escaped un* 
hurt.'' 

** But, if you were not so rapid in your 
9ight/' Said Colonel Aründel, ^^ I» from 
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havin^ the same scnttmebts upon the sub* 
ject, would accompany you%'^ 

** I have business to transact in Dublin^ 
aad will gladly await your arrival there,'' 
responded Mr. Monson. 

*' And I have business with y ou»" said 
the anxious Rosa. Will you take a turn 
iKrith me upon the terrace ?'' 
' Charles, with a palpitating beart, in- 
stantly complied ; although fearful she was 
going to ade him some questions rdative 
to bis late absence, that it would prove 
awkward to him to parry; and in one 
particular he was right,~for Rosa entreat^ 
ed to know if she had offi^nded him, oT 
wounded bis feelings by her thoughlfess 
raillery: — ^but she did so with so much 
afifectionate interest, that, instead of at^ 
tempting to parry the fact, he acknow* 
ledged hisinconstancy, by stating, <* tbal 
when hope of obtahiing her had taken 
ffight fcMT evfer, gratitude had lured him by 
dangerous remembrances of all the pitying 
kindness of Lady Constantia to him, until 
he found the fascinating votary of pity 



4he magnet of resfetkM ^ittraictitm to bim* 
But not until the raillery of bis sister and 
berself had proclaimed the oba^rvation of 
otbers upon tbe State 4af£ bis feelings, bad 
be been awäre bow near fbe verge of 
a destructive precijnce he bad wandered. 
Tbis wamed bim in time to fly, ere be 
must appear to the World a despicable 
mercenary, wbo bad been ivitbheld from 
addressing one mter, because sbe possess* 
ed neitber rank nof ricbes^ wben be bad a 
ahare of botb ; and wben despoiled of tbe 
tatter, sued fbr tbe afiections of tbe otber, 
because sbe bad tbe advantage of birth 
and wealtb»'' 

In vain tbe sincerely attached Ros» 
strove to combat tbe inflexible pride of 
Charles, wbich seemed resolute in its pre- 
vention to bis bappiness ; for it remained 
unvanquisbable to all her entreaties, to 
postpone his departure until afler the visit 
of bis family at tbe abbey. He acknow- 
ledged be dared not; for be was con» 
vinced, that were be once more to become 
an inmate of the same bouse witb the 
resistless Constantia, he should cpmmit' 
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himself to the scom and detestation ot 
her family, as a mercenary pauper. 

" Was she possessed of no other at- 
traction but her wealth/ * said Rosa, smil- 
ing, " those of her family,. who know 
you not so well as I do, might imbibe 
that detestation of you }— ^but as she pos- 
sesses quite sufficient attractions to ex- 
onerate you, I think, my good frien(^ 
I would not allow this implacable pride 
of yours to forbid the bans, ere you tried 
your success with this sweet as lovely 
sister of mine. — However, Charles, your 
wUl leave one indefatigable friend behind 
in me, who will watch over that happiness 
of yours, your pride so disregards; and 
should I perceive the, approach of any 
«uitor likely to succeed, I will give you 
timely warning, to try whether pride or 
love has in you the firmest votary." 

Charles, pale at the Suggestion of this 
too probable suitor, caught Lady Mental- 
bert in his arms, in a transport of his 
lively gratitude, and imprinted a farewell 
kiss of fratemal adieu, as he held her 
there ; he then hurried from her and de* 
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parted, without any further valedictions, 
as he trembled lest in a parting inter- 
view he should betray tKe sentiments he 
had imbibed for the lovely Constantia. 
' Colonel Arundel very shortly followed 
the impetuous Charles to Dublin, from^ 
whence they proceeded to London, where 
a most welcome surpriäe awäited Mn Mon- 
son, through the indefatigable exertions of 
his solicitor, whom he had consulted upon 
the means he was to pursuei'^fpr tracing 
tue reute of the miscreant Irland,.. and 
who, luckily for Charles, possessed-^e}ear 
head and a feeling heart ; since they both 
operated in the rescue of his devoted pa- 
trimony from the toils of villany, and affix«- 
ed the loss sustaine4 upon a culpable, not 
an innocent sufferer. 

For this gentleman, . shocked beyond- 
measure at the ruin, so iniquitously effect- 
ed^ of so fine and very young a man as 
Mr. Monson, became so interested for 
him, that through the Inspiration of his 
own kindness and pity, he left nothing 
unattempted, first to discover the retreat 
of Bland, and then, from some suspicions 
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awakened in bis mind c€ cdlusion be« 
tween tbat miscreant and tbe usurer^ he 
demanded to see all the papers relative 
to the transaction. In these, after the most 
fldnnte examination» he discovered that 
flone of the fraudalent alterations attri- 
buted to Bland, were made in the writing 
of the ijtöurer himself ; and bis su9{HCi<ms 
thu8 receiving confinnation, he pursued 
1^ investigation» untfl, through various 
Channels, accomplished by unjfaltering toil 
and ii^nuity, he ccJlected such a body <^ 
evidence against the usurer, for having 
^oved one of the principal agents in a 
conspiracy to defiraud Mr. Monson, that, 
in dread of inevitable consequences, this 
culprit wisely abscondad with a large por- 
tion of bis ill-gotten pelf, leaving behind 
him a formal acquittal of every demand 
either upon the equity or faonour of Mr. 
Monson, or bis heirs, except fbr those 
sums he had advaneed to Charles for bis 
öwn use. 

This acquittal was delivered to Charles 

by the kind friend who had obtained it for 

•, and after bis gratitude had awdcened 
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to füll glow for the mercy of Heaven, and 
to his solicitor^ the first aspiration that 
arose from his heart, was a wish that he 
had not been so precipitate in his flight 
&om Ravenswoöd; but it was Aow too 
late to return ; since he had attended the 
commander^in-chiefs levee, and had re* 
ported himself on the wing to join his 
regiment. 

But to Lady Montalbert he instantly 
wrote, to impart his providential rescue 
from comparative beggary; and after re- 
lating that fortunate event, he proceeded 
to say, ^^ that, since his last interview with 
her, his heart and judgment had never 
ceased to wonder how his senses had es- 
caped a fittal overthrow, on beholding 
her band plighted to another; and still 
more, how that heart, so sensible of her 
fascinations, had leamed inconstancy, in 
a period so short as that which had elapsed 
since she had become a wife; but that 
since it had been his fate to prove himself an 
inconsistent and fickle being, if she, upon 
matüre deliberation, thought it wpuld not 
be too presumptuous i» him to address her 
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lovely sister, he would erect his Standard 
of hope under her encouraging auspices ; 
and in that happy event, she might ac- 
knowledge to Lady Constantia, * he had 
been the culprit who had robbed her of 
the bracelet of her own hair, which she 
had just woven for her sister }' and that» 
i£ she, his dearest friend, iAvited by her 
approbation his return to Ireland, he would 
quit Paris for the transport of beholding 
the dear inhabitants of St. Leonard's Ab- 
bey, the moment he could obtain the power 
of doing so/' 

^ The Contents of this.letter Rosa imme- 
diately confided to her mother, with whose 
approbation^ she proclaimed the purloiner 
of the bracelet to Lady Constantia ; who, 
altheugh a Spaniard, had, by the watchfui 
careof }]|er anxious niother,been so wholly 
uninitiat^d in the code of gallantry, or the 
manoeuvring of lov^, that with the most 
genuine naivete^ she expressed her rather 
indignant wonder, at *^ why Mr. Monson 
should do so ungentlemanly a thing as 
steal. her hair, and allow her to search so 
much for it as she had done ?" 
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** I suppose,'* Said Rosa^ smiling, ^* he 
thought it pretty» and that itnpelled the 

thcft/V 

" Ferhaps so,** she innocently replied ; 
*^ and since men wear bracelets in this 
country, and that he is such a favourite 
of yours, Rosa, teil him I will weave a 
fellow of that he took of your hair, or 
his sister's, — or indeed of mama*s : — for 
I think mama has more beautiful hair than 
any body/' 

<^ Or of mine, Constäntia," said Lord 
Montalbert, smiling j " for Rosa — who is 
our criterion of taste — says, ' mine is the 
prettiest in the world.' But I fear it is 
too Short for the purpose, or Mr. Monson 
would, no doubt, prize it.as highly as the 
lock which tempted him to this ungentk" 
manly iheft.'^ 

There was something so playfuUy arch 
in the tones and expressive countenance 
of his lordship, that Constantia was aroused 
to suspicion relative to the cause of Mr. 
Monson's taking the bracelet; and the 
moment she fbund her sister alone, she 
requested her, with a bright blush, '^ not 
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to write any thing to Mr. Monson, aboat 
her knowing he had carried off the bnu:e- 
let, lest," she added, after a pause, and 
another bright increase of Uoom, *^ he 
might bdüeve me so vain as tb attach some 
meaning to it.** 

Rosa lost no time in assuitng her highly 
estimated £riend Charles, of her approba- 
tion to hjs using eveiy method short ci 
necromancj, for winning the aflfectkms of 
her sister; and, fiuthful to her promise^ 
shortly informed him of Constantia having 
umamerable suitors ; and added her advice 
for making no unnecessary delay in Paris, 
lest some one of them should raitoil the 
aflfections of the ardess fascinaton 

Charles required not this information 
to make his detention from Ireland a 
source of miseiy to him ; bat he coold not 
yet obtain leave of absence fiom his re- 
giment, and was compelled to endure the 
trial of seeing his more fbrtunate fiiend 
Arundel set out witfaout him for the haven 
of his anxious wishes ; but charged with 
the conveyances of many beautifol gifb 
^^male fiiends, amongst whicb, Lady 
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Conttüntia^s betrayed a most raspicious 
prefereace* 

Colonel Arundel was, like hts friend 
Monson, no sooner arrived at Paris» than 
repentant of those feelings of equity which 
had led bim tbitber, to diffiinish the mi- 
litary duty of otbers; since be too was 
home-sick : for so lately bad the blessing 
of a motber's presence and afiection^ with 
those of two dear sisters, been restored 
to biin5 than he panted to be witb them» 
and to witness that bappiness^ which the 
letters of bis friend and brother so feeling* 
ly portrayed, as bestowed by Rosabella 
upon bim and all around her:— whilst 
some degree of curiosity to see if Lady 
Meliora persevered in that steady course 
of unaffected bumility he bad left her 
pacing in, aided not a little, perhaps, bis 
determinatioR to apply for leave to retum 
home. 

From London, Frederick Arundel was 
accompanied by bis uncles Lord Elwy and 
Admiral Oakbury to Stu Leonardas Abbey, 
where he bad left the small family of 
Ravenswood on a visit, and where he now 
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again found them ; and during.the months 
of his absence, the auspicious chaage, which 
had commenced in the mind of Lady Me- 
liora Monson^ had taken deep.and ever« 
lasting root. 

For the combined shocks which she had 
sustained, through her narrow escapes from 
tiie perilous precipices her besetting sin had 
blindly led her to the verge of, in her 
elopement for Scotlatid with the husband 
of another, and in her almost fatal inter- 
ruption to the happiness of the most be- 
loved friend she had upon earth, had 
aroused her to the indelible impression 
of her own reprehensible foUy, and to 
an utter abhorrence of the deformities of 
affectation, and the demoniac influence of 
vanity ; — for its dominion over her had 
been diabolical; perverting the amiable 
properties of her nature, and nurturing 
the deadly passions of envy and selfisjiness 
in a heart not gepial to their influence ; 
and no sooner did a just sense of her errors 
take possession of her mind, than genuine 
repentance was planted in her bosom, and 
whole spul hecsme devoted to the 
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extirpation of all those home*nurtured pro- 
pensities, which she feit füll conviction 
had despoiled her of the esteem of the 
only man, for whom her heart had ever 
imbibed one particle of genuine partiality. 

To catch the pure essence of Chris« 
tian piety became her firm aim, and the 
^toring of her mind with information of 
Utility her next pursuitj whilst to clothe 
her manners with the placid spirit of hu- 
mility was her imremitting endeavourj 
and so well had she succeeded in all her 
^resolutions to improve, that Frederick 
Arundel was so Struck by the visible al« 
teration in her whole aspect — for now the 
graceful simpücity of unafiected sweetness 
had attractively combined with the Bxd* 
mated vivacity of her nature, — that, in 
amazement lost, he was not so prompt 
in bis meeting civilities as her ladyship's 
heart-cherished welcome of him taught her 
to expect ; and led her to exclaim, with a 
painful blush, accompanied by a mournful 
smile-*— 

" Colonel Arundel knows me not, now I 
have left off my unsuccessful Performance 
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of a beaaty» and am endeayoDriDg to pace 
the nnpretending way of a quiet rattonal 
bcing." 

" I cannot allow/' said Frederick, with 
animation» ^* that you have left off the 
Performance of a beanty, since never did 
I behold yoor powers so adequate to the 
task ; and admiration of the performer onlj 
caused my süence/' 

The animation of Anindel's tone, 'with 
bis look and manner altogether, when he 
nttered this, relit the lamp of hope in 
Lady Meliora's boaom ; and each suc* 
ceeding day augmented the brilliancy of 
kfl steady flame ; for Frederick, ere he was 
aware of bis intentiona, fonnd himself 
making the most unequivocal declarationfl 
of love to her ; and at the expiration of 
a very few weeks, the consent of Lady 
Derville, the Duchess di Soria, Lord Elwy, 
and even Admiral Oakbury— who at Wim- 
bledon abhorred her, — were joyfully given, 
with the heart^s approbation of the de« 
lighted Rosa, to an union so auspicious 
in promise of happiness to individuals so 
dean Nor did the idea of distance in sepa- 
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ration operate much upon the mind of 
Lady Derville, as she yielded her sanction 
to this desirable alliance for her darling; 
sinee the estates of Elwy and Arundel 
were both situated in the principality ; 
and from a mountain on the latter could 
clearly be discemed on a favourable day 
the crags of rock overhanging Ravena» 
wood; and therefore she deluded her 
feelings of reluctance with the persuasion/ 
that speedy intercourse could always be 
effected. 

Charles, the long miserable Charles, 
obtained that leave of absence he panted 
for, to attend the nuptials of his sister ;' 
änd having passed the ordeal of a winter at 
Paris, untainted by pernicious example 
or the lures of dissipation ; he feit so much' 
restored to his own esteem, that now in' 
heälth, in hope, and consequent spirits, 
he proved a suitor too formidable for the 
already partially inclined heart of the 
lovely Constantia long to resist. The 
Duchess di Soria, devoted by her feelings 
of gratitude to every individual of the 
Dervüle family, smiled her delighted ap* 
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probation upon the mutual attachment 
of this young pair; and, although Lady 
Constantia's eves are not brilliant black; 
that no one particle of her father's d<— 1 
can be discovered in her ; that her coffers 
have not been fiUed with Spanish pistoles» 
but with good old English currency ; she 
is shortly to confer happiness upon the 
adoring Charles» whose pride now seems 
all to concentrate in the cherished hope 
of becoming a good husband, father, ma* 
ster ; and in performing, with the uprigfat 
principles of an honourable man, all the 
duties of that Station he may be called 
upon to fulfil. 

The salutary, though harsh lesson, which 
the inexperienced wards of Lady Derville 
received in the world, to eure the errors 
of injudicious solltude, came with potent 
effect to the heart of poor Lord Der- 
ville; for she, through whose decep- 
tious toils his domestic happiness was 
wrecked, was amongst the first to prove» 
that generosity was finding a genial 
habitation in his bosom. The allowance 
he made to his wife, even in the mo- 
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meht he discovered her delinquency, was 
ahandsome one; and at the period this 
närrative is about to be presented to the 
public, he has, without any application up- 
on the subject, most generously doubled it, 
to procure her every aid and comfort in 
her rapidly declining health, and to enable 
her to proceed to the south of France, or 
any other genial climate, to arrest the fatal 
termination of that deluding malady, which 
generally derides the power of clime or 
skill of man, into which grief and repent- 
ance have sunk this unfortunate but trans- 
gressing young woman. 

Mr. Sternham having found it necessary 
to relinquish hischurch preferment, through 
the private admonition of his diocesan, the 
living of Ravenswood has been presented 
by Lord Derville, now of age, to a most 
worthy successor; the long neglected 
little parish church, under the auspices, 
and at the sole expense of the now most 
liberal Lord Derville, has been completely 
repaired and beautified ; and there the 
mild doctrines of the Christian faith are, 
with animated zeal and unfaltering dili- 



gence, dissemtiiAted to a raptdly increasiiig 
congregation ; nor is the neglect of active 
charity a fault looger attributable to the 
pastor or family of Ravenswood. 

Hie father of Mn Steraham had been 
one of those miscreants, ' wfao^ whikt es« 
truated with the airency of an absentee'a 
proper.^, enriched t Jelf at ft. «pe»e 
of bis patron and the unfortunate tenantry; 
-— his only son, the selfish wooer of out 
heroiae, from early eyincing power&l ta- 
lents, had been educated by bis ambitious 
father for the bar ; — and possessing» neither 
through Instruction nor Intuition, the 
smaliest particle of piety, the society 
and brotherbood of a nest of atfaeistical 
philosophers, from being most genial to 
hiniy he closely cemented, and under 
their auspices» and crowned by the laureis 
of their most unqualified applause, he pu- 
blished many essays, andother tracts, agree- 
able to the tenets of their diabolical infi* 
delity. ' 

In the height of the career of this bis 
atheistical literary fame, the father of Mn 
Sternham feil into the fangs of the law» fixr 
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8ome of his unfair dealings ; and so large 
a portion of his ill-gotten wealth was the 
forfekure, that with avidity he seized upon 
tbe aoceptance of a living for his soi>, 
which a bousing companion of his own 
ofiered him, believing that great talent was 
only necessary to form a candidate for the 
most responsible of all professions. 

Young Sternham having taken the requi- 
gite degrees at oollege, and the impiety of 
hisprinciples and writings being known only 
to his associates, no difiiculty occurred in 
his Ordination ; and as a wolf in sheep's 
dothing he entered upon his sacred pro- 
fession, to do the cause of religion all the 
injury it was possible for an individual to 
e£Pect; since, from beneath the garb of 
austerity he assumed» the cloven foot of 
hypocrisy would betray itself to all around 
bim, except to her he had infatuated into 
a belief of his being all that was wise and 
good. 

By this deceptious form of sanctity the 
friend of Lady Derville was cruelly de- 
ceived, when he selected him as an unex* 
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ceptionable preceptor for her grandchil- 
dren. 

As the secrets of the heart will some- 
times stray into a betraying chanDel, so 
the true principles of Mr. Stemham sus- 
piciously tinted some of the most ingenious 
points of the work he had published whilst 
in England ; insomuch, that the wary eye 
of the bishop of his diocese, — a man pious 
in heart, and profound in theology— was 
attracted steadfastly ; and from that work 
was led to a careful inspection of all the 
known productions of this suspicious man ; 
and so much of sophism he detected in 
them, that with indefatigable perseverance 
he delved into the early pursuits and habits 
of Mr. Stemham;» > and then penetrated to 
his^ atheistical associates, when all this re- 
search terminated in the private admoni- 
tion we have alluded to, in which was in» 
cluded a recommendation to withdraw 
from the ballowed profession he had pro- 
faned, to spare him the pain of resorting 
to compulsion. 

Not one individual who had ever evinced 
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kindness, even in the most trivial fortn^ ta 
Hosabella, but received their remuneration, 
either by pecuniary reward, or in every 
flattering attention from her idolizing mo- 
ther and husband. Our readers may there- 
fore suppose, that neither Betty Roach nor 
Mrs; Kilbride were forgotten ; and upon 
the arrival of Lord Elwy and Admiral Oak- 
bury in Ireland, they, with Frederick Arun- 
del, requested their mite of gratitude 
should be conveyed to the first kind pro- 
tectress of her, who they all found had 
promptly secured for herseif a high place 
in their affections j and in a very short 
period after this request had been com- 
plied with, our heroine received the fol- 
lowing composition, to express the grati- 
tude of Mrs. Kilbride. 

" Darling Miss Rosa, 
now my lady dear ! 
'' It is a million of thanks, let alone a 
thousand, which the burning heart of me 
sends, for all those elegant gifts, which 
you and your own noble kin have kindly 
sent me, to make me mad with joy^ and 

VOL. v. s 
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Stark mad wkh {mde ; ftod whtch I £d not 
want, at all, at all, after all die goodneas 
to me of your dear and beautifbl lord, and 
success to him ! who all the time I took 
for one Captain Egremont, and fairlj 
cheated him of nigh band a year^a prayers, 
that I was wasting apon tbe impostor. 

♦* But althoagh, my laify dear, I w31 fiever 
be wanting such gra&d suppltes of the 
needful, the last came most of^oitundjr, 
and good luck to the noble Senders! 
to convince me there are those in the 
worid that care fbr the likes of me, al- 
though my rap (^ a husband — that is, dear, 
he would be mine only he belongs to ano* 
tfaer-^regards me not, the varlet ! barring 
the property which he would have hum- 
hugged me out of— 111 1^ no lie to skreen 
him, the mercenary! — if pilaver and War- 
ney could have undone the deeds of the 
law, by which yoiir noble lord had all the 
property stuck fast to my«elf. 

** My darling Lady Rosa, it is always 
lots of my tronbles I have to be tasing 
you with, when I write to yon, and good 

'- to you, dearl and now I have to 
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t^ll you» and more grief to me ! t))at ali 
the prayers I have b^n breathing, through 
iKiy officious gratitade to that Fol! Liga* 
my, for her expected benefit of hangiog 
tny husband for me, have gone for no- 
thing; for 'tu oiie big.Amy that has 
9tud my friend, and got rid of bim for 
me; but how this wife had the power 
to break all the other marriages, I don't 
exaetly know, dear ; but ßuppoae, as her 
9ame seems to teil, bekease ahe was the 
most powerful woman, and that the weak* 
€$t goea to the walL 

<< But although my late husband re*> 
gard9 me not, there are those in the 
World that do, Miss Rosa, my lady ; and 
did too, ere I got my last increase of 
fortune, — that is, my seif manes, in the 
way of friendship, who Kilbride is not fit 
to hould a candle to. Ah ! my Lady Kosa, 
'tis long before an elegant warrior would 
have been Coming in my way, when I 
was upon my prefarment, let alone a Wa** 
terloo hero : — but the one I mane was 
trumpet-major in my lord's regiment, and 
had bis beautiful uniform hacked and shot 

s 2 
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to pieces by the merdless French ; still» 
however, 'tis the noUest of siglits he is, 
when dressed in the remlits* of hts bmtlie 
array» with the white feathers nodding so 
elegantly as he struts up the street ; and 
ockonef my Lady Rosa, bot 'tis yoorsdf 
he would be woundiug the heart of, and 
be making you cry your beautifid eyes oa^ 
had you the luck to hear the accoonts he 
gives of all the perils and hardships yoor 
dear lord wint through abroad, and of all 
bis goodness to the sick and wounded. 

'* And beside the häcking of bis uni« 
form, this el^^ant warrior, dear, — who 
18 as fine and proper a lo<dnng ^ man as 
ever you seen, barring that he is a good 
deal weather-beaten — lost an arm in the 
last elegant battle ; but that is no detri« 
ment at all, at all, for he blows the trum- 
pet as well with bis left band as any other 
would with their right. Och, jewel ! 'tis 
deafening you with delight he*d be, were 
you to hear him, and bis charger neighing a 
second to him j ibr the poor animal comes 
limping up at the sound, nodding, and 

* Kemnants. 
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tosstng» atid pawing up the ground, aa if 
for all the world he wanted to foe at the 
French oncet more ;«*^for the charger was 
wounded too, dear, and yoür own beautiful 
]ord purchased him out and out, and allowa 
his old maater a penaion for the care of the 
noble beast ; and so, dear, whin the pace 
brought home the horae and his rider dis« 
abled from the wars, as luck ^püld bave 
it, they came to diet and lodge at my op* 
posite neighbour's, and a more creditable 
man, TU be bail, never entered a house, 
nor Mr. O'Din; who, upon finding my 
lord was my guärdian angel, and upon my 
as cutely discovering my lord was also his, 
— ^bekease indeed Mr. O^Din tould me 
so him8elf,->«-we got into such earnest ca*» 
bals about you and your lord, dear, which 
is the same tbing, that we soon became as 
great allies as the Juke of Wellington and 
ould Blewcur themselves. 

^ Now, Miss Rosa dear, and lady darl* 
ing, dont be blushing foi* me, in thinking 
I have got it into my foolish head to be 
marrying again ; for, more grief to me, 
miss, if I do that same rashly, for sure I 
have had experience enough to make me 
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wise and wary ^ and, any how, 'tis not in 
my tboughts at present, bekease, dear, I do 
not think it would be at all creditable to 
be marrying a hew husband whilst an old 
one was living ; and Kilbride, I find, has 
been respited» and so 'tis supposed he 
will nob be hanged these six weeks at 
least : and after that, diaar, I would hardly 
be balking the wish . that has long been 
lipon me, of wearing weeds for him, the 
pillager of the world. ^ 

" Dear darling Lädy Rosa, the rason 
myself did not answer your.last gracious 
letter sooner, was bekease I was'stagnated 
by joyful surprise at all the money the 
noble gentlemen sent to me, and could not 
hould a Joint of me still, let alone a pen 
to stop in my shaking fingers, to trace my 
thanks ; but now myself is evefy morsel as 
badly off; for, though the quill stays quiet 
in my band, 'tis the goose it belonged to 
that is roosting in my brains to guide it; for, 
morc grief to me! if itremains stuck tbere 
until doomsday, if I can teil your noble 
kin how deeply penetrated is the gratitude 

" Judith Kil p «- 
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^' Ab ! then, Miss Rosa dear, what is 
my name ? fbr myself forgot to- ax ; but 
suppose, any how, tis not Kilbride ; for, 
since big Amy broke our marriage^ I am 
not to disparage myself longer with thö 
humbug of bis name« 

** And now, my'lady dear, baving be* 
gun, as it were, another letter to yoii, ' i 
may as well be telling yoii a migbiy quaire 
tbing, and whicb, was I shoespurstttcbus, 
would greatly stagger me : but a few nights 
ago I met Mr.O'Din at a wake; and, as 
we sat caballing and joking by the coffin, 
with nine candles blazing on the lid to 
lighten our grief, Mr. O'Din mentioned 
bäving bad bis fortune touldoncet abroad-*-^ 
which, indeed, be was led to teil,* by my 
idiowing the matrimonial foretok^ns upön 
my ring finger, where the moul, whicb 
comes after the little imperfect one, tbat 
Betty Roach christened my sham marriage, 
has lately become more visible, — ahd:tbe 
gipsy tould bim» ' he woold find bis wife 
in his own country; and that be would 
know her when he seen a' portly woman 
with nine shadows at her back^-^8o, with 
tbat^ dear, I stole just a skew look behind 
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the life would bave left me : for tbere I 
fouDd myself percbed, with nine sbadows 
to my back ; so, dear, I screeched tbrough 
terror and amaxe ; and, upon Mr. (yDin 
civilly axing me ' what was it ailed me ?' 
I up and tould bim in my frigbt ; and, 
intb tbat, he . laugfaed, and said*-^ He 
oould bave tould me tbat without my 
taking the trouble of looking.' " 

The serious displeasure of RosabeUa at 

the evident detennination of her first pro- 

tectress to take unto heraelf a foorth hdp- 

mate, added considerably to the amuse* 

ment Lord Montalbert derived from the 

epistle of this, not superstitious, admirer 

of Mr. O'Din ; but which he at length 

appeased, by gravely aBsuring her, upon 

whose placid brow he had never before 

«een a frown of anger, •^ tbat be really 

thought it woidd be advisable to encourage 

the Union, to aecore Mra. Kilbride from a 

more ^prudent diaposition of beraelf; 

I^r ?'u "^ ^ *^«"t- honorable, 
»^ humane ieUow, and for whom 

® s^curing a conrfortaWe home/' 
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Nancy Mahon found herhusband living; 
and, after many weeks of painful suffering, 
her tender care enabled him to return in* 
Admiral Oakbury*s yacht to England, 
where the discharge of Corneille from the 
Service was procured by the benevolent 
Lord and Lady Flowerdew, who »nt the 
affectionate pair back to their own .country, 
with ample means, through their bouhty» 
to stock the farm which Lord Montalbert 
h'as presented to them. 

It is scarcely necessary to State, that 
the faithful Rinaldo experienced every 
mark of that gratitude he had fall 'claini 
to, not only from the Duchess di Soiia 
and Lady Constantia themselves, byt frona 
all to whom they were dear. 

Lady Agatha Fitzmaurice, having relin« 
quished her bigotry, abandoned hei* moated 
abbey, and removed with her household 
to a cheerful residence in the neighbour- 
hood of St. Leonardas, for the happiness of 
being near those she loves; and there, 
utider the influence of the pious Abbe 
Nagent, she dispenses aid and comfort to 
all around who require the kind Offices of 
benevolence. 
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The DuchefiS di Soria, admired by all, 
and sought &>t in marriage by men of the 
fijrat rank and coosequence in the united 
Vu^dom» cannot be tempted again to 
tbrow a shade over her devotion to the 
irst and only attachment of her beartj 
but now» centring all her happiness in her 
diildren, finds» in their excellence and af- 
iectionate attention* a bleasing »ufficient 
to compensate for the years of wedded 
misery she had known. 

Lord Montalbert, hlessed by the tender 
unalienaUe attachment of the wife of his 
heart's dection, honoured by the world« 
Mteemed by bis neighbours, loved by hi9 
firiende^ and revered by bis tenants, depen« 
dants, and domestics» we may pronounce a 
oompletely hi^py man. 

Nor has the fortunate partner of bis 
bosom one wish ungratified» except when 
ahe beholds sickness or sorrow she cannot 
relieve ; and her improvements» made 
under the auspices of the Abb6 Nugent» 
both in acoomplishments and intellectual 
acqnisitioQSi burst unexpectedly **- with 
many other treasures of her menUil Stores 
^n the astonishment of her enraptured 



ROSABELIA. 



«95 



husbandy to increase, if that were pössible, 
his love and admiration. And we now 
leave her, not only the idol of her lord, her 
rektiveSj and friends, but of all around 
her ; since, in the harsh but salatary 
school of adversit^, she learned to know 
herseif and her important duties; and^ 
from that knowledge, to form her selection 
of those precious jewels, that now most 
briUiantly adorn her Coronet. 
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24 bffbre Clanmartyr inseri Lord 
6,^ impeichiaent read impediment 



THE END. 
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